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Tranflation of the Letters of a Findoo Rajah; written previous 

~ to, and auring the P wisd of his Rihdeace i in England. To 
wich is prefixed a Preliminary Differtation on the Hiflory, 
Religion, and Manners, of the Hindoos. By Eliza Hamil- 
ton. 2Vo!s. S8vo. 10s. Boards. Robinfons. 1796. 


Here is no better vehicle for local fatire than that of pres 
fenting remarks on the manners, laws, and cuitoms of a 
nation, through the fuppofed medium of a foreigner, whofe 
diferent views of things, as tinétured by the particular ideas 
and aflociations to which his mind has been habituated, often 
afford an excellent fcope for raillery; and the miftakes into 
which fuch an obferver is naturally betrayed, enliven the pic- 
ture, and furniih the happieit opportunity for the difplay of 
humour and fancy. 

The juftly admired Montefquieu employed this vehicle for 
the conveyance of inftruétion of a graver complexion; undera 
defyyotic monarchy, and writing for a light and fantaftical peo- 
ple, he found means, beneath this pleafing garb, to attract the 
public attention to fome of the moit important topics of politics 

nd morals, while by this contrivance he efcaped the cenfure of 
a jealous adminiftration, who would have been lefs tolerant of 
a work which profe fledly treated of thefe fubjects with equal 
freedom. Lord Listieton, in his Letters written in imitaticn, 
or rather in Continuation of thofe of Montefquieu, has nearly 
fo.lowed the fame track. The Letters before us are ina dif- 
ferent flyie, and are more upon the model of Addifon’s hu- 
mourous Epiltie from the Ambaffador of Bantam, than of the 
Pertian Letters. In the courfe of the work we find a regular 
narrative, enlivened with unany interefling and well drawn 
characters. The whole is founded on the fuppofed fact of a 
young Indian of rank forming an intimacy with an accom- 
phited Englithman, whole reprefentation of the ftate of his 
ow country produces in the Rajah an infatiable curiofity to 
vifit a country which his romantic imagination had pictured 
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as the wonder of the univerfe. From this defign he is dif- 
fuaded by one of his countrymen, a man of letters, who had 
been in England ; but the fcheme is afterwards revived by a 
domeftic misfortune, which induces him to endeavour to for- 
get his forrow by vifiting a foreign country. Through the 
whole, mifs Hamilton difplays a confiderable knowledge of 
modern life, with very ftrong powers of ridicule and irony, 
and no inconfiderable acquaintance with the manners and 
literature of the Eatt. 

We have thought we difcovered in different parts of the 
work fome well-known characters in real life: but as no key 
is offered to explain thefe, it would be improper to intrude 
on our readers our own conjectures ; and it will be a more 
candid mode of proceeding, both to the writer and the public, 
to extract a few {pecimens, where the fatire is general. 

The following obfervations our readers will probably think 
not unfeafonable, as the fubject was in fome degree agitated 
in the laft feflion, of parliament-—- 


‘© Univerfally as the poojah * of cards is eftablifhed throughout 
the country, it has not, in the remoteft provinces, been able entirely 
to fupercede another {pecies of idolatry, which has clearly, and ine 
difputably, been borrawed from the manners of their eaftern pro- 
genitors. This is no other than the worfhip of certain birds, and 
quadrupeds, which are held fo facred by their worfhippers, that the 
prefervation of their lives occupies, I} am well affured, many vo- 
lumes of their laws, and has employed the chief ftudy of their fa- 
pient legiflators. I fhould have wifhed to obtain much informa- 
tion upon a fubjeét fo curious ; but all that I could learn, was, 
that.the provincial rajahs, devoted to the worfhip of thefe animals, 
are moftly fprung from the firft caft. (A certain proof of their 
braminical origin.) They defpife the vain purfuit of literature ; 
and confcious of their native and inherent fuperiority, they pique 
themfelves upon their ignorance of all the fciences that are in 
efteem among the lower orders of men. 

‘ From fuch exalted perfonages much information was not to 
be looked for: but a circumftance which occurred: while | jour- 
neyed over the remote parts of the kingdom, threw fufficient light 
upon the fubjecét.’ Vol. i. p. gg. 


After relating his hofpitable* reception at the houle of a 
peafant, the bramin proceeds— 

‘IT took leave of this innocent*and happy family; the old 
man infifting that,as I had come fome miles out of my way, his fon 
fhould accompany me to the village where I had directed my fervant 
and horfe to meet me. The lad willingly obeyed the commands of 
his father, and we fet out together. He was a handfome youth, of 
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about twenty years of age, and of a fenfible and intelligent counte- 
nance.. Taking a path through a corn field, it being now the latter 
end of harveft, we met a young peafant, who carried a gua, which 
he frequently fired, to frighten the crows and other birds from the 
grain. My companion took the weapon of deftruction into | is 
hand to examine it: and in that unhappy moment, in which tle 
goddefs of mifchance prefided, a group of partridges appeared be- 
fore him : he involuntarily {track the flint; the report refounded 
through the air, and oh! unfortunate deftiny, feven of thefe fo- 
cred birds were laid rolling in the duft. He had no time to con- 
fider of the fatal deed ; for, in a moment, two men, whom tle 
bufhes had concealed from our view, darted on the guilty youth, 
wrefted the weapon of deftruétion from his trembliag hand, and, 
with many imprecations of vengeance, infifed upon his imme- 
diately attending them before the awful tribunal of affembled ma- 
giftrates, who were now exercifing the facred funétions, of their 
office in the neighbouring village. It was then I learned the real 
magnitude of my friend’s offence. For I was then.informed, that to 
preferve thefe facred birds from being injured by the unhallowed 
hands of any of the lower caft, the fevereft laws were promulgated: 
and as the zimeendars in the office of the magiftracy, before whom 
thefe offences were tried, were all of them worthippers of the rural 
Dewtah, they never fuffered the ftern fentence of juftice to be foit- 
ened at the fuggeftion of mercy. 

* As it is not good to forfake a friend in his adverfity, we en- 
tered the temple of juftice together, In this awful tribunal, feated 
in two large chairs, we found the offended magiftrates. The firft 
of thefe judges feemed fully confcious of his dignity; which was 
indeed very great ; uniting in himfelf the triple offices of prieft, 
zimeendar, and magiftrate of the place. The other was a pundit, 
learned in the law ; called, in the language of thefe people, an at- 
torney. No fooner did the witneffes of my friend’s guilt¥ deed 
prefent the unhappy culprit before them, producing at the fame 
time the murdered birds, and the deftructive engine of their diffolu- 
tion, than the murmur of indignation arofe; the caufe in which 
they were then hearing evidence was inftantly difmiffed; it was, 
indeed, only concerning a man who was faid to have beaten his 
wife almoft to death: a trifling crime, in the eves of thefe magi- 
ftrates, when compared to the murder of {even partridges ! 

* The fon of the foldier attempted to fpeak in his own defence, 
but was prevented by the firft judge, who declared that the proof 
was fufficient for his condemnation, and that he never would hear 
any thing in favour of a poacher: (a name,given by this feé to 
the enemies of their idolatry.) From the tone of wrath with which 
he pronounced thefe words, [ faw that the young man’s fate was 
determined ; and when, after fome confultation between themfelves, 
the younger judge arofe to pronounce his fentence, I expected, 
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with forrow, to have heard the irrevocable mandate of immediate 
«death ; and knowing how vindictive the priefts of all religions 
ufually are toward thofe who have treated with contempt the ob- 
jects of their fuperttitions veneration, I fhould have been well 
pleafed to have compounded for his fimple death, unattended by 
the tortures which I feared might be inflicted on him ; for a crime 
which, I plainly faw, was thought of by his judges with horror. 
Judge then with what a mixture of aftonifliment and delight, I 
heard the mild and merciful fentence uttered by the pundit, which 
pronounced no other fentence of punifhment, but that of paying a 
fum of money ! 
* How univerfal is the fin of ingratitude? When I expected to 
behold this young man embracing the feet of his merciful judges 
with grateful rapture, I heard him, with aftonifhment, venture to 
expoftulate with his benefactors upon his utter inability to pay fo 
greata fine. He mentioned the fituation of his parents; faid they 
depended upon his labour for fupport ; and that, fhould his judges 
perfevere in inflicting the payment of fo large a fum upon him, it 
mutt deprive them of his affiftance; or, by robbing them of the 
little favings of their induftry, reduce their young ones to penury, 
and caufe them to eat the bread of bitternefs in their old age. 
“ Let pity for my aged parents induce you to foften the rigour of 
my fentence,” cried the ungrateful youth, “ and, though a thoufand 
partridges were to ftart up before me, I fwear I fhall never injure 
one feather of their wings.” Alas! his eloquence was loft. The 
jadges remained inexorzble : till at length, being touched with the 
forrow of the young man, I refolved to addrefs them in the beft 
Englifh I was mafter of. “ Mild, upright, and merciful judges,” 
cried I, “ believe not that I fpeak to excufe the crime of which 
this young man has been guilty. No. I have ever been taught 
to pay refpect to the Dewtahs of whatever country I was in. With 
the Perfic magi [ have bent in folemn adoration of the folar orb; 
while, with other equally enlightened nations of the eaft, I have 
demonftrated my refpect for the crocodile, the jackall, and the 
monkey. Since fate has brought me into this renowned kingdom, 
I have, in the great capital, attended, with due folemnity, the 
pocjah of cards: and now, that Iam made acquainted with the 
teligion of the rajahs of the provinces, I judge of your feelings, 
smoft venerable magiftrates, upon the prefent occafion, by what 
my own would have been, had any bafe-born fooder dared to lift 
his impious hands againft one of the facred cows who range the 
flowery meads of Burrampooter. But fince, in the overflowing of 
your clemency, you have condefcended to limit the deferved pu- 
nifhment of this audacious youth to the payment of a fine, I hope 
you will extend the fhadow of your goodnefs fo far, as to accept 
the money from a ftranger.”. They ftared at one another, afto- 
nifhed, no doubt, at the boldnefs of my fpeech ; but, neverthzlefs, 
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were fo kind as gracioufly to accept of the gold I offered them, 
and to fuffer my companion to depart With me in peace.’ Vol. i. 
P. 109. 


_ The following ftri€tures on the fy Stem, of female education 
in England are entertaining :-~we evidh we-could fay they are 
not juit. | : 


* During the period of infancy thefe Chriftian females (whofe 
fouls are, in the erring mind of: Zaarmilla, deemed fo precious) ‘are 
permitted to receive their firft ideas from mercenary attendants, al- 
ways ignorant, and frequently vicious. When th- rifing plant puts 
forth the tendrils of curiofity, which may at pleafure be direéted to 
the tree of knowledge, or faffered. to twine rovnd the hollow bam - 
boo of prejudice, and folly’: at that period, left from the conver- 
fation of fathers or brothers, thefe young females might, peradven- 
ture, acquire fome degrec of informativni; they are removed from 
the poffibility of fucl deplorable confequences, and ‘placed where 
feience, reafon, and common fenfe, dare not to intride. In thefe 
feminaries, far from being treated 2s “ beings, whofe intelletusl 
faculties are capable of progreflive ‘improvement throngh the aves 
ot eternity,” their time is folely employed in Jearning’a few tricks, 
fuch as a monkey might v very foon acquire, and thefe are called 
accomplifhments ! 

* Judge how ridiculous it would be to make ‘creatures, believed 
to be accountable to their creator, for the employment of their tx- 
lents, and the improvement of their virtues, fpend the nroft precious 
years of life, in running their fingers over certain'bits of wood, 
which are fo contrived as to make a jingling fort’ of noife, plea- 
fant enough when one‘is a ‘litle dccuftomed to-it; but which, in 
the manner executed by them, very feldom equals’ what is every’ 
day to be heard from the i.inerant muficians att practife' in the 
ftreets ! ° 

‘ Another ingenious contrivance for filling ‘up that portion of 
time, which the friend of Maandaara fuppofes to be emploved in 
the acquifition of ufeful kuowledye, is, by the affiftance of a ma- 
fter ( whofe attendance is paid for at a vaft expence) “making 
wretched imitations of trees, antl flowefs, and this is’ called learnine 
to paint’! It appears as if great ‘care was taken, to avoid the poffi- 
bility of the female pupils ever’arriving at any‘degree of perfection 
in the art, as I am well ititormedy that not one‘in five hundred is 
éver capable of copying from nature, or of doing any thing, when 
left to -herfelf, that is not many débrees inferitst to’ thie’ Yittle pictures 
which may be*purchafed for the ¥aluecofa rupee. 
~ ¢ Anotheindifpentible part in the edification of females of every 
caft, of every rank, and in every fituation, is the knowledge of : the 
language fpoken in their neighbouring nation. I was tor fome 
time at a great lofs to know. what’ reafon could be af figned for fo 
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ftrange a cuftom, and after many conje€tures, I refted in the-belief, 
that,as the French nation, was frequently at war with the Englith, 
it might either be cuftomary to fend the women as nircarrabs *, 

into the camp of the enemy, or, in cafe of defeat, to employ them 
in procuring teritis of péace, which from the romarkatble complai- 
fance of their adverfaties to the female -fex, it might be fuppofed, 

would be negociated by the Bibbys with peculiar advantage to their" 
country.. I was, however, forced to give up this conclufion, on 
being affured, that after years {pent in the ftudy. of the language, as, 
it is taught at thefe excellent feminaries, few are. capable of reading,, 
and ftill fewer of converfing, with any degree of fluency in this 
tongue: and that the only real advantage iar pa from it was, 
that by what they knew of it, they were enabled to underitand the. 

peculiar terms belonging to tine articles of drefs imported from that 
country, which had an ackaowledged right of impoting its fafhions 
on the other nations of Europe. 

© Drefs is, indeed, one {cience, in which full fcope is given to, 
the faculties of thefe females: and the love of it is, at the great 
fchools of the Chriftians, fo fuccefsfully inculcated, that it remains, 
indelible to the lateft period of life. Nor is the mode of educa- 
tion I fpeak of confined folely to the children of the higher cafts, 
it extends to all, even to the daughters of tradefmen, and me-, 
chanics, who are employed, during the years of improvement, ex- 
actly in the manner I have defcribed. All the difference is, thatat 
inferior {chools, where inferior mafters are employed, the girls do 
not, perhaps, arrive at the art of running their fingers over the bits 
of wood, called keys of a harpfichord, with an equal degree of velo- 
city; they maké rather more execrable copies, of more wretched 
pictures, and the knowledge they acquire of the French language 
does. not, perhaps, enable them to run over the names. at the new 
fathions, with an equal degree of volubility ; but as to making any 
attempt at inftruéting the daughters of Chriftians, in any thing ufe+ 
ful to themfelves, or “fociety, the idea would be deemed equally ri- 
diculous in feminaries of every clais. 

* So farall is right. We behold women moving in their proper 
{phere, learning no other art, fave that of adorning their perfons; 
and infpired with no other yiew,, but that of rendering themfelves 
objects of pleafure to the eyes of;men. But how fhall I .aftonifh 
you, when I unfold the extreme inconfiftency of the foolifh Euro- 
peans, and inform ,you, that thefe uninftruéted women are fre- 
guently fuffered to become intirely their own miftrefles; fometimes 
entrufted with the management of large eftates, and left at liberty 
to a¢t for themfelves! Nay, that it is no uncommog.thing for a 
man, who.may, in other refpects, by no means be confidered as a 
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fool, to leave his children to the care of his widow, by which 
means [ have frequently feen a litele family caft upon the care, and 
‘depending for protection, on a poor, pretty, helplefs being, incapa- 
ble of any idea, fave that of drefs, or of any duty, except the poojah 
of cards! How much wifer is the inftitution of Brahma, by which 
creatures, incapable of acting with propriety for themfelves, are ef- 
feually put out of the way of mifchief, by being burned with the 
bodies of their hufbands.—Wife regulations ! Laudable practice ! 
by which the number of old women is fo effectually diminifhed !" 
Vol. i, p. 1 30. 


We fhall conclude our review by one more extract, which 
is from the fecond volume— 


* Coffee-houfes, fimilar to that defcribed in one of my letters 
from Calcutta, are to be met with in every quarter of this city. 
Thofe I have here feen, are fchools of politics, reforted to by all 
who take an intereft in public affairs ;—a true and authentic ftate- 
ment of which is daily printed on large fheets of paper, and copies 
are, I am told, fent to every part of the ifland. In the coffee- 
houfes, thefe are handed about from politician te politician, and 
furnith matter for the general difcourfe. For my part, though pof- 
fefied of a fufficient fhare of curiofity, I did not care to be too 
forward in feeking to pry into the ftate affairs of the country; but 
having accompanied Delomond, yefterday, into a neighbouring 
coffee houfe, and hearing a gentleman who fat near me, declare, 
that the paper he was then perufing, was indubitably publithed 
uader the immediate direction of the Britifh minifter, I could not 
reftrain my impatience, to examine its contents—and the moinent he 
lajd § down, I eagerly flew to its perufal. 

* It is impoffible to defcribe to you, the admiration with which 
the reading of this paper infpired me, for the talents and virtues of 
this fapient noble, who prefides in the fupreme councils of this 
happy nation. Soextenfive! fo multifarious! fo minute are the fub+ 
jects of his concerns, that.one contemplates with aftonifhment, the 
mind that is capable of grafping fuch an infinity of objects. In 
one paragraph, he reports to the nation, the account of a victory 
which their armies had abtained, or nearly obtained over the forces 
of their Chriftian enemies; tells the numbers of the flain—of thofe 
who are {till fuffering the agonies of pain, far from the foothing 
balm of affeétion! far from the healing confolations of friendfhip! 
—To the families of fuch as are ina fituation to afford the ex- 
penfive infignia of forrow, the names of their fallen friends are 
announced; but, to the poor, who can only afford to wear mourn- 
ing in their hearts, there is no neceflity of giving fuch a particular 
account of their friends; it is fufficient for them to know, that few, 
very few of them can ever again behold their native homes! In the 
next paragraph, this puiflant — informs the world of = 
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fafe arrival in town of fir Dapper Dawdle, in his phaeton and fours 
which, and many fimilar pieces of intelligence, are, no dovbr, 
given with the beneficent in:ention of informing the poor and 
wretched, where they may find their benefactors , thofe, who by 
their liberal and repeated acts of chafity, have obtained the blefling 
of them, who are ready to perifh. Nor is the nourithment-of the 
mind negleéted by this wife minifter; the public are informed, in 
this newfpaper, where fuch books are to be had, as are, doubilets, 
beit calculated for their inftruction. I have already told you, that 
the females of this place go themfelves into the fheps, in order to 
purchafe what they want; and, methinks, it is highly praife- 
worthy of this good fuperintendant of the kingdom, to point out 
to the fair creatures, where they may lay out their money to the 
moft advantage. They are in one part, ftrongly affured of the fu- 
perior excellence of the goods a: the Pigeons; in another, they are 
conjured to buy their ftockings at the Fleece; their thoes, their 
gloves, nay the very powder, with which they disfigure their beau- 
tiful hair, are all objeéts of this good nobleman’s tender anxiety ; 
indeed, the proper decoration of their perfons, feems to employ no 
inconfiderable portion of his attention; there is no deformity of 
the body, no diforder of the fkin, againft which they are not here 
provided with a remedy. Nor doth royal dignity itfelf, difdain to 
extend its cares to beautifying and adorning the female fubjeéts of 
thefe realms. You will, perhaps, fmile, to hear of the royal fir- 
man’s being attached to the ladies’ garters? But there is not a bruth 
for their nails, nor a foap for their hands, nor a powder for their 
teeth, nor wafh for their pretty faces, that is not as highly honour- 
ei. Alas! how much are thefe females indebted to a prince, who 
evinces fuch unequalled folicitude for the prefervation of Sieir 
beauty ! 

* Nor doth the parental care of rovaltv for the welfare of the 
people ftop here; their health is an obje& of peculier concern ; 
jnaumerable are the lifts of medicines, of approved efficacy, which 
are here recommended to the public; [ reckoned above fixty, that 
had received the royal fan¢tion, fealed by the royal arms, and 
menioened by royal authority; when we reflect, how many nau- 
feous draughts, the royal counfellurs muft needs have tafted; how 
many bitter pills, they, doubtlefs, muft have fwallowed, before 
they could agvilé his.majefty on a fubjeét fo important; we can 
fcarcely refrain from pitying the fituation of thofe, whofe high 
ftations impofe upon them the performance of fuch difagreeable du- 
ties! !—I couid furnifh you with further proofs of the tender care of 
this governn:ent, for the health and happinefs of its fubjects, but am 
obliged co leave off, on account of my vifit to fir Caprice Ardent.’ 
Vol. ii. P. 70. 


' There are fome very pretty and pathetic pieces of poctry intro- 
duced 
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duced in thefe volumes ; and we can very cordially recommend 
the whole as abounding in good fenfe, lively jeftription, well- 
pointed (though not ill natured) fatire, and general enter- 
tainment. Mifs Hamilton is, we underftand, the fifter of the 
Jate Mr. Char'es Hamilton, the learned tranflator of the Ara- 
bic code of Muffulman laws. 





An Inquiry into, the Corn Laws and Corn Trade of Great 
Britain, and their Influence on the Profperity of the King 
dom. With Suggeiions for the Improvement of the Corn 
Laws. By the late Alexander Dirom, E/q. of- Muirefk, 
in the County. of Aberdeen. To whichis added, a Supplement, 
by Mr. Wilham Mackie of Ormifion in Eafi Lothian, 

~. bringing down the Confideration of the Subjeét to the pre/ent 
Time; inveftigating the Caufe of the prefent Sca city; and 
fuggefiing Meajures for promoting the Cultivation of the 
Wajie Lands; and for rendering the Prcaduce equal to the 
increafing Con/umption of the K.ngdom. 4to. 125. Boards. 


Nicoil. 1796. 
THE object of this elaborate work is to exhibit fuch a view 


of the principies and effects of the corn laws, enacted 
at different periods in Great Britain, as might fhow that the 
corn-trade, both as a manufature, and an article of com- 
merce, is, above all others, the firft in importance to the pro- 
fperity of the kingdom. The author’s {tatements, founded upon 
facts, tend to prove, that abundance of grain at home, and at 
a maderate price, cannot be obtained by importation from 
abroad, and can only be fecured by giving {uch ‘liberal encou- 
ragement to exportation, as-may render agriculture, or the 
raifing of corn, the favourite object of induftry in «the 
kingdom. 

That part of the work which was left complete for the 
prefs by the author, is divided into five chapters, of each of 
which we mean to give a brief account. 

Chap. I. treats of the General Srate of Nations with re- 
fpect to the alimentary Support of Mankind, aad more efpe- 
cially of Great Britain. Mr. Dirom finds that the period 
when agriculture was firft introduced into Great Britain is fo 
diitant that it is impoffible to fix it. It was, however, cer- 
tainly previous to the arrival of the Romans, who found the 
fieids full of corn in the fouthern parts, at Jea{t, of the king- 
dom. It is not fo far diftant fince agriculcure came to be fo 
much advanced in England as to render wheat the chief are 
ticle of fubfiflence :—this, he fays, muft have been the cafe 
when the quantity raifed became fo. abundant as to bring the 
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prices of that grain, one year with another, to be reafonable 
and nearly equal. 


‘ If {carcity fhould now double the ordinary prices, it would 
produce dearth ; but if it fhould triple them, famine would follow. 
Therefore, fo long as we find the prices of wheat vary, ten, twenty, 
thirty, or forty times the current value of it, in years of ordinary 
plenty, we muft confider the culture of that grain to have been 
ftill in its infancy, and that mankind did not depend upon wheat 
as the chief part of their fupport, In the year 1244, the price of 
wheat was 2s. the quarter. In 1270, it was at L. 4, 16s. equal to 
L. 47: 12 : 4 of prefent money; fo that, in fuch times, it would 
appear in. fmall quantities, and only at the tables of the rich. In 
1288, it was 1s. 6d. In 1317, it was at L. 2, 4s. before harveft, and 
the fame year, after harveit, it fell to 6s. 8d. In 1349, the: price 
was 2s. In 1359, it was L.1: 6: 8; and in 1361, 2s. the quar 
ter. So late as the year 1557, wheat rofe from 8s, the quarter, to 
L.2: 13: 4. In 1562, it was at 8s. the quarter, and in 1574, at 


L. 2, 168.’ rp. 6. 


For. feveral centuries after the conqueft, agriculture was 
without reputation, and without fupport. The greateft hard- 
fhip the farmers laboured under was the legal depredation of 
pur veyance for fupplying the king’s armies and caftles. The 
exactions became at length fo grievous, and the office fo 
odious, that by the 36.Ed. III. c. 2, ‘ the heinous name of 
purveyor was ordered by law to be changed into that of 
buyer.’ From the union till the year 1763 is the period when 
agriculture, with fome few exceptions, received .the full pro- 
teCtion of the laws. During this period the average expor- 
tation from Great Britain for ten years, from 1740 to 1750, 
was 848,060 quarters yearly. In 1750, above a million and a 
half of quarters were exported; and, for feveral other years, 
the annual importation was above a million of quarters. The 
average exportation for fifty years, from 1710 to 1760, was 
near 600,000 quarters yearly ; and, according to our author’s 
{tatements, it wiil be found that in thofe years the prices of 
grain gradually fell as exportation increafed, and rofe again 
as exportation decreafed, and as the importation of foreign 
grain took place. ‘This is an important conclufion, arid is, 
we believe, againft not only the popular opinion, but even the 
opinion of fome who think themtclves better informed. It 
is fortified here, however, by tabics of quantities and prices 
of corn during the period {poken of. 

In Chap. II. we find a review of the Caufes and Effects of 
the feveral Corn Laws of Great Britain, prior to the Re 
volution in the year 1688,—and in Chap. III. the Effedts 


of the Laws fublequent to the Revolution. ‘Thefe chapters 
confifting 
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confifting merely of abftra€ts of the feveral laws, we pafs on 
to the year 1773, when a law pafled, by which the venerable 
‘ old code, fo beneficial to manufactures and induitry, and fo 
falutary to the kingdom in general,—that code which had 
raifed the agriculture of Great Britain from the lowelt flate 
of depreffion to the higheft degree of profperity,—which had 
produced plenty, at reafonable prices, for fo great a number 
of years, at home,—and had brought fuch immenfe fums of 
money for the excrefcent {tock of corn, from abroad, was now 
torn up by the roots, and fcattered in the winds.’ ‘That the 
reader may be the better able to judge of the difference be- 
tween the o/d /y/iem which had been eftablithed by the laws 
of 1670, 1688, and 1706, and the new fyftem introduced by 
the law of 1773, he lays a comparative ftatement of both be- 
fore him. The principles of the two fyftems are indeed 
diametrically oppofite. ‘The o/d was calculated to encourage 
agriculture at home, and prohibit the importation of foreign 
grain, except in cafes of neceflity,—while the new law en- 
couraged the importation of foreign grain, whether there be 
neceflity or not. For inftance, while the foreign farmer is 
permitted to import his flour into Great Britain without any 
duty but a mere trifle, the bounty upon flour, or meal made 
from wheat, is repealed. 

Chap. IV. contains a Recapitulation of the two former, 
but enriched with valuable tables and important remarks, 
tending to prove the excellence of the old fyitem. 

Chap. V. merits our more particular attention. It contains, 
* Arrangements propofed for carrying into Execution, and 
giving Effect to the Corn Laws.’ He propofes a feparate in- 
ititution for the execution of the Jaws in England and in 
Scotland. What regards the former may be comprehended 
in thefe points :—he propofes that the three pwi/ne judges of 
the courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, 
with a fecretary or clerk, be formed into a court for the con- 
fervation of the agriculture of England, and two of the judges 
to bea quorum. He farther fuppofes England to be divided 
into ten diftri€ts, for a minute defcription of which we refer 
the reader to the work itfelf. ‘This court and thefe divifions 
being formed at Michaelmas yearly, the theriffs are to call a 
jury of twenty-four people, who are to declare upon oath, 
from their own knowledge, or from evidence called before 
them, their opinion of the ftate of the crop, and of the prices 
which the feveral kinds of grain may be worth for the en- 
fuing feafon, within their refpe€tive counties. From thefe 
verdicts, the fecretary of the court of confervation is to make 
out an average account of the feveral prices of grain within 


the refpeClive diftrifts, which is to be laid before the court, 
and 














252 Dirom on the Corn Laws and Corn Trade. 


and by their authority publifhed i in the Gazette, and to ftand 
as the rule for exportation and importation within the feveral 
diftri@ts, until another general report fhall be publithed, un- 
lefs the fame hall, in the mean time, be altered by the king’ s 

roclamation. The fame juries are to be impanel'ed “at 
BP adiyeday, when the feed, in England, will be moftly in the 
ground, to declare their opinion of the value or prices of the 
feveral forts of grain, until harveft, and the average account 
publifhed as before. Befides thefe principal rcguiations, 
weekly accounts are to be kept in one or more towns in each 
county, and in each riding of Yorkthire, where corn or meal- 
markets are ufually held, ‘of the prices of the feveral kinds of 
corn, grain, or meal, per quarter, allowing —— pounds 
avoirdupois for the quarter of meal in thefe markets; from 
thefe accounts an average account is to be made and laid be- 
fore the court once every weck. He obferves that the act 
10 Geo. III. cap. 39, with fome amendments, might anfwer 
this purpofe. Subjoined to this propofal, we have fome re- 
ma:ks on exportation and importation, which we fhall give in 
the author’s words— 


© We flail now proceed to mention what occurs to us, with 
refpect to the particular bufinefs of exportation and importation ; 


what the probable expence may be attending the execution of the 
laws; and in what manner the funds mav be raifed, for that 
purpofe. 

‘The bufinefs of importation will be much circumfcribed, by the 
general plan for afcertaining the prices; but ftill this branch of the 
trade, ought, for reafons already enumerated, to be attended to with 
the utmoft precifion. 

* It isnot to be doubted, that the reports of the juries, at Lady- 
day and Michaelmas, will eftablifi the general ftate of the prices 
of the feveral kinds of grain throughout the kingdom; and thefe 
being the index of the trade, will guard it againft improper impor- 
tation ; and, if any fraud fhall be attempted, by the artificial raif- 
ing or falling of particular markets, the general, as well as the par- 
ticular, ftate of the prices, over all the kingdom, being conttantly in 
the view of the courts of confervation, the judges will thereby .be 
enabled completely to prevent fuch attempts from having any 
effect ; at the fame time that the community at large, may fufely 
repofe fuch confidence in thefe courts, as to believe that the judges, 
upon due confideration, will, from time to time, when they {hall 
fee it proper, by their reprefentations to the king in council, foften 
the neceflary rigour of the laws to be made againft importatio Ny 
until the agriculture of the kingdom fhall furnith grain fufficient 
for its confumption. 

With refpect to exportation, the law gives the bounty to the 
farmer, 
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farmer, for enabling him to fend his crop abroad, and to difpofe of 
it in another country, when, he cannot find a market for it at home; 
and by that means to continue his trade of raifing corn, preferably 
to other productions of the foil, which are not fo neceflary nor fo 
profitable to the kingdom. 

‘ It no doubt anfwers the fame purpofe to give the bounty to 
the merchant who exports the grain, becaufe he is thereby enabled 
to pay a proportionally higher price to the farmer; and, from his 
knowledge and correfpondence in the trade, he may find a market 
for it, when the farmer cannot. 

* But to guard againft fraud has been always the chief difficulty 
in the execution of the corn laws: for where profit is to be ob- 
tained, there will be people ready to break through, or to evade 
the itricteit laws, even thofe moft beneficial to the kingdom. 

* On the plan recommended, it will be the object of the laws to 
provide, that the corn and meal to be exported, upon which a 
boanty is to be paid, is really and truly of Britifh growth; that it 
is neither corn of foreign growth, nor mixed with foreign corn ; 
that it is not corn ground, or malt made from corn of foreign 
growth, nor mixed with foreign grain; and that it is not corn of 
Britifh growth which had been formerly exported, and afterwards 
relanded. 

‘ To obviate thefe difficulties, as far as poffible, it may be pro- 
pofed, that the exporter fhall make oath, that the corn intended to 
be fhipped by him, for exportation, was purchafed by him, or by 
perfons immediately emploved by him, from Britifh farmers, or 
raifers of corn; and that, to the beit of his knowledge and belief, 
it is not of foreign growth, nor mixed with corn of foreign growth; 
and that it is not corn of Britifh growth, which had formerly been 
exported, and afterwards relanded, nor mixed with fuch corn. 

‘ It may be objected, that fuch niceties would be a reftraint 
upon the trade, and a bar to the transference of property; but 
where bounties are to be given for the general good, upon as eafy 
terms as is confiltent with a proper guard againft fraud, the re- 

eivers are nct entitled to {crutinife, or to find fault with the rules 
prefcribed by the generous benefactor. 

* Fair dealers will find no fault with proper reftrictions, nor can 
thefe rules in the fimaile& degree obftruét exportation, In all 
countries there are people who tread upon the heels of the fair 
trader; and, in cafes of this kind, where penalties muft be 
affixed to trantgreffious, fuch people might name perfons as ex- 
porters, to qualify their cargoes, as had neither character nor pro- 
perty to lofe. 

* Exportation of corn, according to the former laws, ought to be 


made in fhips owned by Britifh born fubjeéts, refiding in the Britifh 


dominions, and whereof the mafter, and at leaft two-thirds of the 
mariners, are alfo Britifh fubje€ts; and the exporter ought to give 
bend, 
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bond, under the penalty of 10l. per ton, that the corn fhipped, 
fhall be carried abroad, and not relanded in Britain ; but the bounty 
fhould be payable, although the grain fhould perith at fea, or be 
taken by enemies ; and the bond ought to be given up, upon pro- 
ducing proper certificates that the corn was really landed in a fo- 
reign country, or that it had perifhed at fea, or had been taken by 
enemies, 

‘ The difpatch of bufinefs is of great confequence; and the 
laws have allowed the officers of the cuftoms to make choice of 
two facks out of twenty, and from the quantity of corn contained 
in thefe, to compute the quantity fhipped. 

* If we could expeét the long wifhed for equalifation of the 
weights and meafures of Great Britain, we would propofe, that the 
bounties fhould be made payable according to the weight of the 
quarter of well dreffed middling Britifh grain. This rule, while it 
deals out juftice to the public, would tend greatly, in a fhort time, 
to ftamp a fuperior value upon Britifh grain, at foreign markets. 
But, if this cannot be the cafe, the farmer is much fafer to fell his 
grain to the merchant by meafure, than by weight ; becaufe his 
own meafures will be fome fort of check, and there is probably 
lefs opportunity of deceit, in the diverfity of the meafures, than in 
that of the weights, which at prefent are to be found in every part 
of Great Britain. 

* By the act of the 24th George IJ. when ground corn is fhipped, 
the fame bounty is to be allowed upon 244 pounds weight of wheat 
meal, or other ground corn or grain, whereon there is a bounty, as 
was allowed upon the exportation of four bufhels of wheat, or other 
grain or corn unground; and for the difpatch of bufinefs, when 
fuch ground corn fhould be brought in facks to be fhipped, the 
officers of the cuftoms were authorifed to make choice of two 
facks out of twenty, and from thence to compute the weight of the 
meal to be thipped, for which the bounty is to be paid. 

* By the act 1773 the bounties payable upon corn ground (ex- 
cept oatmeal) are taken off, while the foreign farmer is permitted to 
import his flour, upon payment of a mere trifle of duties. 

* It is not eafy to difcover a reafon for this part of that law; 
for if our farmers are to be allowed a bounty upon the exportation 
of wheat in body, they are much better entitled to it, in found po- 
licy, when, by the manufacture of it into flour, they add 10 per 
cent. of the value of it, to the common ftock of the induftry of 
the kingdom ; and 10 per cent. more, for the cloth ufed in facks 
for it. Itis therefore to be hoped, that this bounty, and the claufe 
for difpatch in the bufinefs of exportation, will be replaced. 

‘ The bounties upon exportation fhould be paid accerding to 
the certificates of the officers of the cuftoms, at the port of fhipping, 
within tix months after the certificate fhall be prefented to the com- 
willioners of the cuftoms at London or Edinburgh refpectively ; 
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and, failing fuch payments, the money to bear intereft at the rate 
of 3 per cent. per annum, until paid, agreeable to the act of the 
26th George II.’ Pp. 162. 


The remainder of this chapter treats of certain fubordinate 
regulations neceflary to promote the principal plan, and con- 
cludes with an earneft recommendation of the improvement 
of agriculture, as an object of the firft national importance. 

Such is an outline of the work which Mr. Dirom left for 
publication. We come now to the Supplement, which is 
comprifed in two letters, addrefled by Mr. Mackie, farmer at 
Ormifton, to the prefent editor, lieutenant-colonel Dirom. In 
the firft of thefe Mr. Mackie coincides with Mr. Dirom in 
his general opinion of the remedy proper to be adopted,—and 
likewife in his cenfure of the law of 1773, as reprefling agri- 
culture, by encouraging the importation of foreign corn, and 
finking the profit on the ftock employed in the cultivation of 
the foil below that which was embarked in trade and manu- 
factures ;— but he does not impute the lofs of the export trade 
to this law only. He admits of its evil tendency, but thinks 
it was only one of the caufes which produced this effect. 
Previoufly to its pafling, he ftates that the export trade of 
grain was rapidly declining, and verging towards that period 
when the balance began to appear on the other fide of the 
account, and to ftand againft this country. He adds— 


‘ We muft not therefore be furprized, after the legiflature had 
thus given way to the felicitations of the mercantile intereft, in 
lowering the import rates of foreign corn, to find, that a regular 
fyftem of importation was immediately formed by the corn mer- 
chants, under the fanétion of this eftablifhed law, which could not 
before be carried into execution, the bringing in of foreign corn 
being almoit prohibited, on account of the high importation rates 
and duties then in force, and being only allowed by the authority of 
partial and temporary ftatutes. 

‘ I muft here obferve, that in years of plenty, the farmer is in 
general beft paid for his corn; the low price, which follows from 
the abundance of the crop, naturally occafions want of attention, 
and confequently prodigality and wafte in the confumers ;.and the 
increafed confumption, arifing from this caufe, has the effeé& to 
raife its money price above its real value. On the other hand, 
when the price gets high in confequence of a deficient crop, every 
purchafer becomes of neceffity an ceconomift, the confumer is 
{tinted to a bare fufficiency, and the diminifhed confumption, of 
courte, finks the price below its real value, that is, its prime coft, 
or expence beftowed in rearing and bringing it to market. In 
this fituation, how diftrethng muft it be to the hufbandmen of 
Great Britain, to have the prices of grain Ttill lowered by the im- 

portation 
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portation of foreign corn; which, when once brought into the 
country, being lodged in the warehoufes of opulent merchants, in 
the populous towns, where the grain is chiefly confumed, they are 
therefore always at hand to pufh a fale, and fupply every demand, 
in which they are aided by bank accounts, and difcount of bills, 
to give long credits to purchafers. From thefe caufes, the corn 
merchants have a decided fuperiority in the market over the farm- 
ers; and they actually difpofe of their foreign corn from 10 to 
15 per cent. dearer than the farmer can procure for grain of the 
fame quality, and the produce of our own foil.’ Pp. 183. 


After continuing Mr. Dirom’s review of the corn laws to 
the laft feffion of parliament, and fupplying a table of exports 
and imports corre{ponding to it, he enters into a wide field 
of obfervation on the feveral defe&ts and confequences of 
thefe laws, and ftates in what refpects the law of 1791 coin- 
cided with Mr. Dirom’s plan, who had frequently communi- 
cated his ideas to members of pariiament, He takes an oppor- 
tunity in this place to oppofe an opinion common to mott if 
not all writers on the fubject, namely, that a permanent law 
is neceflary for perfe€ting the fy{tem of exportation and im- 
portation,—and his arguments ‘have at leatt the weight of 
paft experience. The law for regulating exports and im- 
ports, he thinks, ought to expire at regular ftated periods,— 
fuppofe at the end of « every twenty or thirty years,—that atten- 
tion may be paid to the price of labour, the moft certain index 
of the growing profperity, ftationary fituation, or declining 
{tate of the nation. 

In Lette: If. Mr. Mackie enters upon an ‘ Examination of 
Dr. Adam Smith’s Theory on the Corn ‘Trade: an Inquiry 
into the Caufe of the prefent Scarcity of Grain in Great 
Britain; with Suggeftions for promoting Agriculture, and 
particularly the Cultivation of the Wafte Lands, and tor 
rendering the Produce equal to the increafing Confump- 
tion of the Kingdom.’ Mr. Dirom’s plan, it will be remarked, 
is again{t the doétrine laid down by Dr. Smith in his W’ca/th 
of Nations, who contends that the free importation of foreign 
grain fhould at ail times be allowed, in order to lower or aT 
down the money price of corn inthe home market ; which, !: 
fays, will encourage agriculture, promote the intereft of she 
proprietors of land and cultivators, and finally prove of the 
greateft advantage to the ftate. This opinion (which is 
founded on the pofition that the money price of corn regu- 
lates the money price of ali things) is oppofed by Mr. Mackie, 
who contends, that although the money price of corn may 
produce this effe€t in a nation where the ftate of fociety is 


itationary or decliaing, fuch as in China or Hindoftan,—when 
applied 
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applied to Britain, or any country advancing in wealth and 
population, the argument is unfounded. The other contents 
of this letter are highly important at the prefent ccrilis, but 
our limits will not permit us to enter! particularly into the 
confideration of them. There is, however, in the whole of 
this work, fo much ufeful information, fo many experimental 
documents, and apparently fuch foundnefs of reafoning, that 
we are induced to recommend it as a production amply de- 
ferving the moft attentive confideration. After all the light 
and knowledge which men of talents have lately thrown upon 
the fubject, it can argue nothing fhort of infatuation if our 
rulers negleé&t to employ the means fo often recommended to 
meliorate the {tate of the poor in this country, or if they con- 
tinue to facrifice their welfare and contentment to the bloated 
avarice of Bear Quay. 


thie -_ | 





Medical Commentaries for the Year 1745, exhibiting a Concife 
View of the lateft and moft important Difcoveries in Medicine 
and Medical Philofophy, collected and publifhed by Andrew 
Duncan, M.D. F.R. and A. SS. Ed. Phyfician to his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales for Scotland, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Phyficians, Edinburgh, Member of the Royal 
Societies of Medicine of Paris, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, Se. 
and Profeffor of the Infiitutions of Medicine in the Univerfity 
of Edinburgh. Decade TI. Vol. X. 8v0. 7s. Boards 

obinfons. 1795. 


THE prefent volume, which, we are informed, concludes 

the Medical Commentaries, does not appear to be in- 
titled to equal commendation. with thofe that have preceded 
it. It is neither fo full, nor the matter in general fo impor 
tant, as in the volumes which have been already noticed. 
There is however a portion of ufeful information fcattered 
through the work, which will render it of utility to the prac= 
tical phyfician. 

In the analyfis of new publications, the editor has omitted 
fome ufeful works, and inferted accounts of others in a much 
more extenfive way than the importance of their contents 
feems to juftify. The defcription of the virtues of an uncer 
tain remedy, the rhus toxicodendron, occupies nearly equal 
fpace with that of articles of much greater confequence and 
utility. 

The books particularly noticed in this department of the 
volume are Dr. Relph’s Inquiry into the Medical Efficacy 
of a new Species of Peruvian Bark,—Dr. Alderfon’s Effay 
on the Rhus Toxicodendron or Sumach,— Dr. Currie’s 

Crit. Rev, Vou, XVII. Fuly, 1796. T Hils 
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Hiftorical Account of the Climates and Difeafes of the United 
States of America,—Dr. Ruth’s Inquiry into the Caufes and 
Cure of Sore Legs,—Account of the State of the Body and 
Mind in old Age,—Inquiry into the Caufes and Cure of Pul- 
“ monary Confumption,—Dr. Chifholm’s Effay on the Mae 
lignant Peftilential Fever of the Weft India Iflands,—Dr. 
Rufh’s Account of the Biligus remitting Yellow Fever of 
Philadelphia,—Dr. Currie’s Laven of the Synochus Iée- 
roides or Yellow Fever of Philadelphia,—Dr. Marcard on 
the Effects of Bathing,—Dr. Balfour’s Treatife on Sol-lunar 
Influence in Fevers,—Mr. Ruffel’s Effay on Necrofis,—Mr. 
Brand’s Experiments and Obfervations on the Anguftura 
Bark,—and Dr. Fowler’s Medical Reports on the Effects of 
Blood-letting, Sudorifics, and Bliftering in Rheumatifm. The 
merits of thefe different publications we have already in ge- 
neral laid before our readers. 

The fecond fe€tion, as ufual, comprehends the original 
communications, few of which rife above mediocrity. 

Mr. Brown’s cafe of cyftirrhcea affords no new information 
to the practitioner. It merely records the fat of injections 
of the aftringent kind being ufeful in this inftance of difeafed 
bladder, after various internal remedies, fuch as bark, ci- 
cuta, uva urfi, fteel, zinc, &c. had been employed without 
advantage. In the injeCtions which were made ufe of, the 
author however not only employed aftringent fubftances, but 
alfo confiderable quantities of either the tincture or a watery 
folution of opium. But whether opiates be ufed or not, much 
caution is neceflary in the introduction of injeCtions of this 
nature into the bladder, as the irritability of it is very eafily 
increafed. 

The method employed by this writer for inje€ting the 
different fluids is judicious,—it is fimply a female catheter 
mounted with a bladder. 

Mr. Macbeth’s account of a fingular affe€tion of the uri- 
nary organs, common among the negroes in Demerary, is de- 
ferving of notice. It is defcribed in the following manner— 


‘ At the commencement of the difeafe, the patient generally com- 
plained of a fenfe of uneafinefs and pain in the region of the uri- 
nary bladder, which fhooted along the urethra towards the glans 
penis, a frequent defire to make water, attended with tenefmus, and 
a confiderable degree of pain in the fmall of the back. The urine 
was emitted with difficulty and pain, and fometimes by drops only. 
At the firft appearance of the difeafe, the urine in general was of 
the natural colour; but as it advanced, it became turbid and ropy; 
and after the urine was difcharged, it was fometimes followed by a 
few drops of mucus or blood, which excited a confiderable degree 
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of pain. In fome cafes, urine mixed with blood- was the firft fymp- 
tom of the difeafe ; in others, a confiderable quantity of mucus, of 
an afh colour, was difcharged with the urine; and in many cafes, 
{mall grumous particles of ‘blood were found at the bottom of the 
veffel, after it ftood for fome time. In a great number of cafes, we 
have obferved a difcharge of mucus from the urethra, refembling 
the matter of gonorrhea; which appearance induced fome pra<ti- 
tioners to miftake the complaint for that difeafe. When impro- 
perly treated by aftringent injeétions, I have obferved the difeafe to 
be rendered tedious, obftinate, and more painful. Coftivenefs 
feemed always to aggravate the complaint. The pulfe was gene- 
rally regular, and the fkin of the natural heat. Uportthe moft at- 
tentive examination, we never could perceive the fimalleft particle 
of fand depofited in the urine of thofe affeéted with the difeafe. 
With the dried refiduum of the urine of feveral fubjets and at 
different periods of the difeafe, we have tried the fulphuric, mu- 
riatic, and citric acid, but they produced no effervefcence.’ P. 237. 


The appearances on diffection are thus defcribed— 


* The urinary bladder had the appearance of a large unequal 
{cirrhous tumour, confiderably larger than the natural fize when 
diftended with urine, and ftrongly adhering to the peritoneum at the 
fundus. The coats of the bladder were prodigionfly ‘thickened : 
upon cutting into it, we found it, in feveral places, nearly an inch 
thick, and there efcaped a confiderable quantity of a foetid fanies. 
The interior furface had a honey-comb appearance, with many ine- 
qualities. By the enlargement of the coats of the bladder, and 
preffure on the orifices of the ureters, their cavities were fo enlarged 
as to admit of an ordinary fized finger. That part of the rectum 
contiguous to the bladder was fomewhat difeafed, and the coats of 
that inteftine enlarged. The kidneys were rather larger than na- 
tural, and flaccid. The reft of the inteftines were to all appearance 
perfectly found.’ p. 242. 


On the caufe and frequency of the difeafe, the obfervations 
of the writer are pertinent, and have much probability. He 
fuppofes the caufe of the difeafe to be in the ufe of the du/h- 
water; and his reafons for it are thefe— 


‘ rft. From the white inhabitants, and their domeftics, being ex- 
empted from the difeafe, who feldom drink this water. 

‘ ad. From the difeafe being lefs frequent during the wet months, 
when there is an abundance of frefh water. 

‘ And, 3d. From the difeafe being feldom feen on eftates where 
there is a fufficiency of ciftern-water, and never upon the banks of 


the rivers or creeks, where the water is free from impurities.’ 
P. 246, 


Mr. White’s hiftory of a cafe of inverted uterus has no- 
T2 thing 
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thing of novelty about it. The moft prominent circumftance 
is the fhameful mifconduét of the midwife in the extraction 
of the placenta. The reduétion was effected in the ufual 
way: but the author fuppofes that this might be performed 
better by means of a fimple inftrument, which is here de 
fcribed. However this may be, it is our opinion, that in ob- 
ftetric practice, or in the difeafes refulting from it, the ufe of 
inftruments, however fimple or eafy of application, fhould be 
as {paring as poflible. 

The hiftory of a remarkable cafe of retroverted uterus, by 
the fame author, is not more interefting, nor is its caufe 
pointed out with fuflicient accuracy. 

In Mr. Johnfton’s hiftory of a cafe of rabies canina, we 
have a full though fomewhat tedious detail of the means that 
were employed in this unfortunate cafe, both internal and 
external. 

In this inftance, though even excifion of the affefted parts 
was performed, the difeafe occurred, and foon deftroyed the 

atient. It is however poflible, from the great extent of 
wounded furface, that fome {mall contaminated portion may 
have efcaped notice, although the operator appears to have 
been extremely careful. It is a cafe that ftrongly fuggefts 
the neceflity of being uncommonly attentive to extirpate 
every part that can have any chance of having been impreg- 
nated by the contagion of the rabid animal. 

Dr. ‘Vatterfall’s hiftories of cafes of petechia fine febre are 
well drawn up ; but the difeafe is by no means fo uncommon 
as the doctor fuppofes it. It is a diforder that occurs very 
frequently among the wretched poor in large towns, and par 
ticularly in London. ‘The writer of this article has met with 
feveral cafes of it in the courfe of the lat two or three years. As 
to the propriety of the term employed to exprefs the difeafe, 
that is unqueftionably the beft and moft proper, that affords 
the moft exact idea of the nature and appearances of the 
diforder,—and en this account that which has been ufed by 
the author is probably the mo{t appropriate. ‘The method of 
treatment which Dr. Tatterfall purfued was that which has 
been commonly recommended in cafes of this nature; but it 
feems not to have been puthed to any extent. Upon this, moft 
probably, his want of fuccefs in a great meafure depended, as 
the complaint has been vanquifhed by other practitioners by 
the ule of bark, opium, elixir of vitriol, and other remedies of 
the fame kind, when employed in larger quantities. 

We are fearful that the doctor will not be more fuecefsful 
ou his new plan of carbonic acid, ripe fruits, and fermented 
malt liquors. : 

The hiftory of the cafe of polypus in the vagina, by Dr. 

Paterfon, 
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Paterfon, offers nothing new. The methods that were 
adopted for its removal have been commonly employed in 
fuch cafes. 

In Dr. Mackie’s treatment of the cafe of locked-jaw, opif- 
thonos, &c. there is nothing uncommon, except it be the very 
Jarge quantity of the remedy employed. The ufe of opium 
oad the warm bath has been pretty generally enforced by 
practitioners, though not always attended with fuccefs ; and 
in the cafe detailed by our author, though the large dofes of 
opium evidently fufpended in a confiderable degree the {paf- 
modic attacks of the difeafe, they did not effectually remove 
it. The difeafe, in cafes of this fort, would feem gradually 
to exhauft itfelf, and the whole that can be done by me- 
dicine is to leflen the frequency of the convulfive attacks by 
the ufe of fome powerful antifpafmodic remedy, fuch as 
opium, &c. 

The confumption of forty- fix grains of folid opium, and one 
ounce and a half of the tinéture, in the fpace of forty-eight 
hours, § without getting any ground,’ is furely fufficient to 
ftagger any practitioner’s faith in its having any /pecific power 
over the diforder. But, notwithftanding the advantages of 
the antifpafmodic practice, there can be no doubt of bark, 
wine, and cold bathing, being alfo remedies of confiderable 
efficacy in this difeate. Our author's concluding remarks on 


the exhibition of his /pecific remedy we may venture to bring 
before our readers— 


‘ It is to be remarked, that this patient, though only fifteen years 
of age, and ufed to no ftrong liquors, took, while at the worft, 
within forty-eight hours, five ounces of tincture of opium, pre- 
pared according to the London Difpenfatory ; which, fo far from 
producing any injurious effect, as might have been feared, procured 
a very fenfible alleviation of ali the fymptoms. In the fpace of 
five weeks, the time the difeafe lafted, he took in all twenty-four 
ounces and a half of the fame tincture, and near three drachms of 
folid opium ; yet his head was fo far from being affected by it, as 
we might have expected, that he had little or no delirium, but on 
the night when the dofe was diminifhed. Moderate dofes of the 
opiate feemed only to mitigate the fymptoms, and keep them at a 
ftand ; and even ceafed to have this good effect, if they were not 
increafed daily, The total reduétion of the difeafe was obvioufly 
owing to the dofe being augmented very largely, and then conti- 
nued for feveral days together, without intermiflion or abatement, 
together with the ufe of the warm bath, which evidently contri- 
buted to the cure. It is alfo remarkable, that notwithftanding the 
ufe of fo much opium, and the long continuance of fo yiolent and 
terrible 4 diforder, the boy’s conftitution is no ways impaired or 


T 3 eneryated, 
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enervated, being in all refpeéts as {trong and healthy as before the 
accident.’ P. 324. 


Dr. Halls’s account of the effeéts obtained from wathing 
the body with cold water and vinegar, in cafes of typhus 
fever attended with petechiz, is ingenious. The practice of 
bathing the body in cold water in febrile difeafes, we believe, 
originated in hot climates; and in thefe, we have no doubt but 
that it will be found of advantage. How far the fame mode 
of practice may be employed in countries where the heat is 
confiderably lefs intenfe, remains yet to be afcertained. In 
the initances before us, the author’s wafhings feem to have 
been attended with good effeéts: but fuccefs in a fw cafes, 
by a particular mode of treatment, is by no means fufficient 
to warrant its general utility. 

After remarking that there were fome trifling differences in 
different cafes of the difeafe, the author continues— 


¢ In all, 1 prefcribed the wafhing of the whole body with cold 
vinegar and water twice a day ; and never without marked advan- 
tage ; in fome inftances more, in others Je/s permanent. At firft, 
where the pain in the fide and other caterrhal fymptoms were ur- 
gent, I direéted, with hefitation, the ufe of the cold water, As the 
fever, however, on the whole, appeared the difeafe from which 
moft was to be apprehended, I thought myfelf authorifed in mak~ 
ing the experiment ; and I had very foon the moft complete con- 
viction, that I had nothing to fear. The pain in the fide, cough, 
&c. far from being aggravated, were in every cafe relieved. 

* The effeéts which I more particularly obferved, as enfuing 
from this application, were the following. 

‘ The number and livid appearance of the petechiz were uni- 
verfally leffened. The pulfe, when weak and frequent, became 
flower and ftronger ; the fkin moift and foft. The head was more 
free from delirium. Sleep was procured. The appetite often re- 
turned ; and, in fome cafes, thirft was produced. It may appear 
fingular, that I fhould mention the produétion of thirft, as among 
the favourable effeéts of this remedy. I conceive it to have arifen 
from the diminution of the delirium, which rendered the patients 
fenfible of thirft; to which previoufly, notwithftanding the very 
hard and parched ftate of the tongue, they had been altogether in- 
fenfible.’ P. 329. 7 


The cafe of hernia congenita, defcribed by Mr. Wilfon, 
and for which the operation was performed above the pubes, 
is unqueftionably deferving of a place in fuch a colle€tion as 
the prefent. It tends to fhow that there is lefs danger in this 
operation than furgeons have generally fuppofed. But, not- 
withftanding this, the operation fhould never be attempted 
until every other method has failed of fuccels, : 
' Q 
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In Mr: Bifhoprick’s two cafes of obftinate conftipation of 
the bowels, arifing trom an accumulation of feces in the 
rectum, and attended with colic pains, there is nothing but 
the bare detail of a fact refpecting the colleétion of hardened 
feeces, which has been noticed by many other writers; nor is 
there any thing new in the removal of the compiaint by 
means of a manual operation, The author's obfervations on 
the cafes he has defcribed are proper, and may probably 
be of ufe in guiding the conduct of the practitioner in fitua- 
tions of this kind. 

In the department of * Medical News’ we fhall be fhort, as 
there does not appear to be much that can be in any degree 
interefting to the medical inquirer. ‘The account of the com- 
pound vitriolated tincture, employed by Mr. Bifhoprick in 
cafes of uterine hemorrhagy, may however deferve te be no- 
ticed here. Ihe writer’s defcription of his remedy, and of 
the manner of preparing it, is this— 


‘ Take of burnt vitriolated copper, commonly called blue vi- 
triol, eight ounces, of dragon’s blood two ounces, of rectified fpirit 
of wine two pints. 

* Let the ingredients, reduced to powder. and put into a matrafs 
containing the fpirit, be digefted in a fand-heat for four days, fhak~ 
ing up the veffel three or four times a-day, and then let the tincture 
be decanted off clear for ufe. ' 

* The burnt vitriolated copper is prepared in the fame manner 
as the burnt alum, according to the directions of the College of 
Edinburgh, in their Pharmacopeeia, by the putting the ingredients 
into a crucible, and fuffering it to remain upon the fire until it 
ceafes to bubble. 

‘This preparation firft came into my hands as a noftrum ; and 
finding it upon trial to afford relief beyond my expectation, I have 
never ventured to make any alteration on it, otherwife I am of 
opinion, that the proportion of blue vitriol is much larger than ne- " 
ceffary ; but as I apprehend that the menftruum can only diffolve 
a certain portion of the ingredients in order to be fully faturated, 
I believe, provided the fpirit of wine be of the proper ftrength, 
that the medicine will always be uniformly the fame; and there- 
fore, any trifling wafte of ingredients can be of no confequence. 
With refpe&, however, to the dragon’s blood, if the gum kino 
were fubftituted in its ftead, it would be an improvement fimilar to 
that which was made by the Edinburgh College, when they re- 
formed the prefcription for the ftyptic powder, now called the 
compound powder of alum. 

‘ My ufual mode of adminiftering the tinéture was by giving 


from forty to fixty drops in an ounce of red-port wine mixed with 
T4 an 
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an ounce of water three or four times a day. The dofes have forme, 
times been enlarged, although not often, but generally without any 
inconvenience, The tinéture, in fome cafes, may likewife be 
given with propriety, in draughts coinciding with the general inten- 
tion. In thefe, the principal ingredient may be either nitre, nen- 
tralifed fale of wormwood, or the Peruvian bark, at the difcretion 
of the practitioner. 

‘ Patients with delicate ftomachs will fometimes, though rarely, 
he affected with a flight degree of naufea from the ufe of the tinc- 
ture. In fuch cafes, it will be advifable to omit five or ten drops, 
more or lefs, of the former dofe, until the medicine fhall fit eafily 
npon the ftomach. I know of no other operative effeét, except 
that it fometimes proves rather aftringent. 

‘ In cafes of confiderable uterine difcharges continuing after na- 
tural Jabours or mifcarriages, likewife in cafes of menosrhagia, or 
the overflowing of the menfes in non-pregnant women, I have ex- 
perienced the molt extraordinary good effects from the adminiftra- 
tion of this medicine. Some good effects have generally been 
perceptible in the courfe of a few days; and I have met with very 
few cafes which were not materially relieved by it, of which a con- 
fiderable number have been perfeétly cured. Indeed, my reliance 
on the efficacy of the medicine has been fuch, that for more than 
thirty years paft I have very feldom given it in any other vehicle 
than a little red port and water, or with any other medicine, co 
inciding with the fame intention during its ufe.’ P. 360, 


The editor has very properly concluded the prefent volume 
by a general aiphabetical index or table of contents, which is 
to terminate this periodical work. It is, however, we un- 
derftand, the intention of the author to publifh at the com- 
mencement of every year a volume fomewhat fimilar in its 
nature, under the title of the Annals of Medicine, which is to 
comprehend the moft important recent difcoveries in the 
practice of the healing art. 





‘ 


A Poem, written towards the Clofe ¢ i. the Year 1794, upon a 
Profpe& of ihe Marriage of the Prince of Wales. By- the 
Rev. F. Hurdis, B. D. Pro fefJor of Poetry, in the Univers 
fity of Oxford. 4t0. 15.6d. Johnfon. 1795. 


THE marriage of princes, we were going to fay, is a barren 

JSubjeé? for the Mule: but that metaphor would be rather 
an unapt one at prefent. It is, however, too hackneyed a 
fubjeét to infpire any thing more interefting than the com- 


mon ftrain of complimentary addrefles; and’ therefore we 
; think 
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think Mr. Hurdis’s readers’ have full reafon to be fatisfied with 
the manner in which he has opened his congratulatory po¢m. 


The following lines are pleafing and poetical— 


* Seafon of darknefs and contracted day, 
Inclement Winter, whofe approaching foot 
Treads on the heel of autumn, paufe, nor ftrew 
With thy rude guft the ill-furviving leaf 

Which hangs difcoloured upon hill and vale. 
Still let the mellow-beam’d O&tober orb 
Protraét its influence, and unobfcured 

Shed. fofteft comfort round. us, till decay 

Seem lovely, and the fickly hues of earth 
Refigning all her beauty, pleafe not lefs 

Than the mild exit of the tranquil fage 

Who fimiles and difappears, and his white locks 
Contented yields to the none-f{paring grave. 
Impending feafon, to the frezen north 

Bid thy ftrong gale and low redundant cloud, 
Whofe gloom down-ftooping ev’ry hill-top fweeps, 
Retreat. O’er Hyperhorean regions fhed 

Thy feathery fhow’r, and drift it with thy breath. 
Bind other ftreams with ice, and other lakes 
Make firm as rock with thy congealing frown. 
Elfewhere be tyrannous, but gentle here. 

Here fmile ferene, and let incautious Spring, 
Decoyed or e’er her feafon, on thy brow 

An odorous chaplet place of early buds, 

And deck with blofloms thy fnow-fprinkled crown, 
Be gay, dull feafon, and infpired at length 

By ling’ring Autumn and returning Spring, 
Learn all their dance and be as brifk as they. 
Let the cold fceptre from thy hand depart 

And Spring be queen inftead, to welcome home 
Brunfwick’s fair daughter, and before her ftrew 
All vernal beauty on the Britifh fhore.’ p, 1, 


After a few more lines, he thus proceeds— 


s 


* When her eye 
Above the dancing tide the fteady {pot 
Firft notes, which Britain’s heav’n-afpiring foil 
Proclaims apparent, thy dark cloud withdraw, 
Wont on its brow to reft, and fhed alone 
Far-diftant funfhine on its milky head. 
In beams of pureft day clothe ev’ry cliff 
Slow-mounting o’er the waves, and as the port 
Extends to welcome her his ample arms 
With thouting thoufands crowd the peopled fhore. 


Their 
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- Their loud: huzza let the proud bark repeat 
To ev’ry fellow veffel, and at once 
All, as they pafs, to either echoing fhore 
In flame, in thunder, and redounding fmoke 
Their profp’rous embafly announce. Around 
Albion’s firm barrier let the throat of war 
The tidings bellow, till they reach thy ear, 
Victorious Howe, and kindle all thy fires. 
So fhall Britannia at the loud applaufe 
Of her own :hunder quake, and think what pow’r 
Could her indignant navy then withftand, 
Intrepid werrior, when thy ev’ry port 
Blazed death, and to the fwift pernicious bolt 
Gave wings that {wept the war-encumber’d deep 
And to the bottom fent her proud foe down,’ P. 3. 


The greater part of this imagery is cheerful, and fuits the 
occafion, though a little too pompous from being in blank 
verfe; and the propriety of making Britannia quake at her own 
thunder (like a ruinous caftle that cannot bear the firing of 
its own guns) might be doubted. But a: the {mell of this 

unpowder, the Mufe, forgetting that fhe has her wedding 
ater on, flies off from the fubje& into a ftrain of fuch 
Hurlothrombo rant againft the French and the democrats, as 
we have feldom perufed ; and this continues to the end of the 
peem. Indeed we have a ftronger objection to it than merely 
its being rant, as we cannot help calling it a very profane 
rant; for little can the heart be penetrated with proper re- 
gards to the great parent of the univerfe, which can prefume 
to make /im a party in the clafhing interefts and dubious po- 
litics of his creatures. ‘The Almighty is thus introduced— 


‘ Arife, great God of Battles, Lord of Hofts, 
Come down, Almighty Warrior, bow the heavens, 
The cloudy chariot of falvation mount, 

And let the ftedfaft empyrean burn 

Under thy glowing wheels. Thy flathing {pear 
Brandifh indignant o’er the cowering earth 

And fend thy bickering arrows round the world. 
Stir up the deep, and his uplifted wave 

Pour headlong, flound’ring, againft rock and cliff 
Till ev’ry barrier fail, and the wild furge 

Its foamy dance purfue, befieging clofe 

And leveling earth’s ramparts, the proyd hold 

But weak afylum of tranfgreffor man. 

Defcend and touch the mountains, Let them fmoke, 
Shudder, and roar, beneath thy blazing car,’ Pr. §. 


He goes on— 
« Utter 
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¢ Utter thy glorious voice, fhake earth and heaven, 
And thunder-drive thy foes to utmoft hell.’ P_ 6. 


By the enemies of God, each nation means its own enemies. 
The author is much concerned that the French are no longer 
Chrittians! We thould be forry if he had the converting of 
them: for we fear he would ufe the fame means by which 
Charlemagne converted the Saxons, 


* Father Omnipotent, affert thy fon 
And give him all dominion. Bow the neck 
Of unbelieving Gallia to his yoke, 
The yoke of freedom. Vindicate the blood 
Of her flain innocent, the martyr'd prince, 
Affaffinated widow, murder’d maid, 
Whofe.crime was only to be born of kings.’ Pp. 7. 


Mr. Hurdis is for no conciliatory meafures in fettling the 
internal {tate af France; for he thus gives his further direc- 
tions to Omnipotence— 


* Thou dread Requiter of all wrongs below, 
Give to the mounted fcale which foars fo hgh 
And touches heav'n with its afpiring beam 
Momentum vaft, and to the loweft deep 

- Plump let it drop.’ P. 10, 


He returns for a moment to his fubje&, but with a com- 
parifon which @ judicious poet, folicitous for fair and happy 
omensvon the-day he was to celebrate, would rather have 
avoided—.. ~ 

* Return'thofe happy days when willing France 
Welcomed her Antoinette, as Britain now 
Brunfwick’s fair iffue to her laughing ifle.’ P. 11. 


Mr. Hurdis proceeds to enumerate the plots againft our 
own fovereign, from Margaret Nicholfon to the Birmingham 
pikes, but affures him that as he is fo religious a king, he 
need not be afraid of any of them. We fuppofe, therciore, 
the poet mutt have thought the late bills totally unneceflary. 

We apprehend the word 4e// has not been bellowed out- 
from the tabernacle oftener in the fame number of fentences, 
than in the following lines— 


$ What though hell 
Her murky legions round about him pour, 
Hell fire his ramparts, hell in her own {moke 
Cloud his recoiling baftions, hell direct 
His molten fleet, hell fhower upon the foe 
His pond’rous hail intenfe, yet fhall he fall. 
But blaze at once from her unnumber’d mouths 


5 All 
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All earth, and blaze at once all hell from her’s, 
Amid the flaming volley, though it plough 
Earth as a furrow’d field, the righteous lives.’ Pp. 12, 


. The concluding addrefs to the duke of Brunfwick, we fear, 
has not been properly tranfmitted to that general, or the au. 
thoritative ‘ mark me,’ mutt furely have had more effect. We 
fhould not have been fo full in our account of fo {mall a poem, 
had it not feemed to us diire{pectful to notice but flightly 


the productiogs of the poctry profeffor of Oxford. 





CorrePions of various Paffages in the Englifh Verfion of the Old 
Tejiament ; upon the Authority of Ancient MSS. and Ancient 
ferfions. By the late /V. H. Roberts, B. D. Provoft of 
Etanw College. Publifbed by his Son FY. Roberts, M. A. 
Fellow of Eton College. 8vo, Boards, 6s, Cadell and 

Davies. 1794. 

AMONGST the MSS. of the late learned and ingenious 

author, the contents of this volume were found by his 
fon, accompanied with a preface which hinted at publication. 
The latter, thence thinking it a duty to comply with his father’s 
intention, determined to give it to the world; and, in this re~ 
folution, was confirmed by the ready affiftance of his friend 
Mr. Dimock, who took the charge of the prefs. To thefe 
gentlemen, “therefore, the world are obliged fora volume of 
confiderable merit. 

The Preface begins with remarking on the frequent occur- 
rence of words in the italic character, which is employed in 
our verfion of the Old Teftament, to mark the abfence of 
correfponding terms in the original,—and obferves thereupon, 
that though many of thefe are fubftituted to fill up ellipfes, 
a great variety will remain to be accounted for, not from the 
genius of the Hebrew language, but from a defect in the 
printed copies, feveral of which may be reftored by an exa- 
mination of the ancient verfions, collation of parallel paffages, 
and the authority of particular MSS. adding, that where the 
MSS. do not even exhibit the word fuppofed, they preferve 
neverthelefs fuch traces as may aflift and fupport conjec- 
ture, in which the critic fhould indulge himfelf foberly and 
with great diferetion; and it will be found that fometimes a 
very flight tranfpofition of letters, or a change of fuch as are 
fimilar, and have been often miftaken for each other, will 
throw great light on obfcure paflages. ‘To exemplify the laft 
objervation, the proofs here annexed are adduced— 


‘ I will juft mention two paflages as a proof of what I have ad- 
i vanced, 
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wanced, where the fimilar letters 3 and 3 have been alternately 
miftaken for each other. Pfalm xxi. 9. “ Thou fhalt make them 
as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the Lord fhall {wallow 
them up in his wrath, and the fire fhall confume them.” But a 
fiery oven is for the confumption of others; why then fhould the 
wicked, who are to be devoured by fire, be made asa fiery oven? 
The truth is, inftead of 4I3MD, as an oven, we fhould read 
4933, and fo it appears in fome MSS, * Thou fhalt put them 
in a fiery oven.” Here is one inftance where 2 has been impro- 
perly ufed for 2. 

* Pfalm Ixiii. 1. “ My flefh longeth for thee, in a dry and thirfty 
land.” David would not have called Judea a dry and thirfty land; 
it fhould be rendered as a dry and thirfty land, not f9NQ, but 
{"UWRD, as it is in the Syriac, and feveral MSS. So Pfalm cxliii. 
o. My foul thirfteth after thee as a thirfty land.” Here again 
is an inftance where 3 has been improperly ufed fof 3.’ P. 2. 


After having taken due notice of bifhops Lowth and New- 
combe, and doctors Blayney and Kennicott, he fays of the 
jaft, what materially differs from Warburton and his biogra- 
pher, and what therefore we fhall cite, as the judgment of 
a perfon who knew whereof he affirmed,—* that the name of 
KennicoTT will be held in reverence by pofterity, however - 
IGNORANCE and INGRATITUDE have joined to difcourage 
his arduous undertaking, and to DEPRECIATE his INESTI- 
MABLE work.’ ‘l’o the efforts of the learned men juit men- 
tioned, and others, towards a correction of the prefent verfiony 
Dr. Roberts here contributes a few of his own, and intimates, 
in refpect to them, that he hath feldom prefumed to fuggeft 
any emendation upon mere conjecture, or without the au- 
thority of ancient verfions, parallel paflages, manufcripts, or 
the Samaritan Pentateuch. 

On the fubject of fuperceding the common verfion by a 
new one, and in reference to Dr. Holmes’s undertaking, Dr. 
Roberts expreiles himflf thus— 


¢ Whether it would be advifable to produce a new tranflation of 
the Old Teftament for general ufe, I will not prefume to deter- 
mine: but I cannot help exprefling my fatisfaction, that the learn- 
ed Mr. Holmes has undertaken to collate the MSS of the Septua- 
gint; for, however imperfect the condition of that verfion may be, 
yet is it {till (as I hope to fhew) of great importance in correcting 
many errors which have crept into the Hebrew text; and I cannot 
fee upon what principle any perfon, who is zealous for the honour ~ 
of God’s word, can refufe his good withes at leaft for the fuccefs of 
an undertaking, which may probably enable us to bring it fill 
nearer to perfection,’ P. 4. 


In! 
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In reference to the notes, of which the volume confifts; 
the Preiace conciudes withthe following notice— 


* Several of the following obfervations and corrections have oc- 
curred to others, particularly to Houbigant, whofe induftry and 
critical penetration entitle him to great commendation, though he 
fometimes invades the facred text with too daring a hand. But as 
I really made the greateft part of them before I had examined his 
work, and as they are not known to Englifh readers, for whofe ufe 
thefe pages are chiefly intended, (though the learned only can judge 
how far the alterations propofed are well founded) I did not fup- 
prefs them, where I found them countenanced by fuch refpe¢table 
authority.’ P. 4. 


To give our readers fome idea of Dr. Roberts’s correétions, 
we will conclude with making fome incidental felections. 


© Genefis. viii. 13. “ And it came to pafs in the fix hundred 
and firft year,” add, from the Seventy, of the life of Noah.’ P.9. 


* Exodus. vi. 8. “I am the Lord.” The word am is nei- 
ther in the Hebrew nor in any ancient verfion. God confirms the 
promife, and figns it, as it were, with his name; “I Jehovah;” 
the fublimity is loft by the infertion of am.’ Pp. 15. 


* Exodus. xii, 40. ** Now the fojourning of the children of 
Tfrael, who dwelt in Egypt, was 430 years.” But it appears from 
St. Paul (Galat. ili, 17.) that thefe 430 years are to be computed 
from the promife made to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 7. Therefore our 
verfion flould be corrected by the Samaritan, where we read, 
“ now the fojourning of the children of Ifrael, and of their fathers, 
who dwelt in the land of Canaan, and in the land of Egypt, was 
430 years.” ‘The Seventy have “and in the land of Canaan,” 
though they omit “ and of their fathers.” In the margin of the 
Italian verfion are thefe words: “ LXX aggiungono, ‘et ne la 
terra di Canaan,’ per verificare il numero de gli anni: percioché 
non fte:tero in Egitto che 210 anni; donde i 430 anni fono dipoi 
che Abraham uici del fuo paefe.” P. 18. 


* Leviticus. xxiii. 40. ‘ The boughs of goodly trees.” I 
do not recollect that 9\ ever fignifies doughs, but always fruit ; 
and fo it is rendered in all the ancient verfions.’ Pp. 24. 


The fruit is here judicioufly fubftituted for the doughs. 
VUT YY 9H is literally, the fruit of the tree of beauty. This 
fruit is the C’ron, which, for the Jews in London, is obtained, 
if we mi‘take not, from Fez; and in order to have them 
free from biemifh, and in the greateft poffible perfection, fe- 
veral are aunually a by a refpectable Jewith nanty 

that 
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that hath long been charged with the care. The fame fruit 
is mentioned i Homer, and with an epithet altogether cor- 
refponding— 

Evoa ds devdpea waxpd meduner tnrcdowvta, 

Oyxai, xa poiat, xat MHAEAI ATAAOKAPTIOL, 

Lumat Te yAumepai. Odyif. vii. 114. 


which the tranflators have miftaken for apples,—an over- 
fight to be expected from Pope, but not from the accurate 
oss *, 


Tall thriving trees confefs’d the fruitful mould ; 
The red’ning apple ripens here to gold. 

Here the blue fig with lufcious juice o’erflows ; 
With deeper red the full pomegranate glows. 


* Jofhua. x. 14. And there was no day like that before 
it, or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man.” It 
is not true, that the Lord had never before hearkened unto the 
voice of a man, as this paflage feems to imply. Therefore the 
Vulgate renders it, “ There never was before, nor fince, fo long a 
day ; Jehovah hearkening unto the voice of a man, and fighting 
for Ifrael.” Pp. 33. 


‘II. Samuel.———i. 18. “ Alfo he bade them teach the children of 
Ifrael the ufe of the bow; behold it is written in the book of Ja- 
fher.” In the firft place it is to be obferved, that the ufe of is inter- 
polated, without any authority from the original. What then is 
the meaning of thefe words, “ alfo he bade them teach the children 
of Ifrael the bow ?”” How is the bow introduced? or what is it 
that is written in the book of Jafher? I think the Seventy will lead 
us to the right underftanding of this paflage; for there the word dow 
is omitted; and we read, “ to teach the fons of Ifrael:” but to 
teach them what? undoubtedly the lamentation which he made 
over Saul and Jonathan; which was written in the book of Jafher, 
which appears from Jofhua x. 13. to have been a record of valiant 
aéts. Read therefore, “* Alfo he bade them teach it the fons of 
Tfrael.” P. 51. 


¢ II. Chronicles.-——iv. 16. “ The pots alfo, and the fhovels, 
_and the flefh-hooks, and all their inftruments, did Huram his fa- 
ther make to king Solomon.” But whofe father was Huram? not 
Solomon’s; and yet there is no one elfe to whom his father can 
refer. But here the Seventy come in aid; where we read, Exromce 
Xipau, nat avnveyle tw Pacis Larauwy. Hiram made, and 
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brought 
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brought to king Solomon.” Whence we may pronounce Certainlyy 
that what is now {®QW, his father, was originally, $294, and 
brought.’ p, 84. 


¢ Pfalms,—=cxiv. 7. “ Tremble thou earth.” In the ancient 
verfions. ‘“ The earth trembled.’ And fo it fhould be; for it is 
an anfwer to the queftion in the preceding verfe. 

* Qu. “ Why did the mountains, and the hills fkip ? 

© Anf. “ The earth trembled at the prefence of the Lord.” 


Pp. 148. 


¢ Pfalms.——cxxxix. 16. “ And in thy book all my members 
were written.” It is impoflible to fupply fuch an ellipfis as my 


members; and the word O55 (all them) muft relate to fome 
plural antecedent. Therefore, either the word “V¥? is loft from 
the text, (probably from its fimilarity to TV$* in the fubfequent 


line,) or 92373 is a plural, the ? ferving at once for a prono- 
minal fuffix, and a diftinétion of the number. “ Thine eyes did 
fee my unformed members, and they were all written in thy book; 
they were daily fafhioning when yet none exifted.” P. 153. 


¢ Tfaiah. x. 21. “ The remnant fhall return, ever the rem- 
nant of Jacob, unto the mighty God.” A 

‘22. For though thy people Ifrael be as the fand of the fea, 
yet a remnant of them fhall return: the confumption decreed fhall 
overflow with righteoufnets.” 

© 23. For the Lord God of hofts fhall make a confumption 
even determined in the midft of all the land.” Though I have the 
greateft re{pect for the learning and character of bifhop Bagot, yet 
T cannot agree with him in his explanation of this paflage. His 
tran{lation, as {tated by bifhop Lowth, is as follows: “ The accom- 
plifhment determined overflows with juftice; for it is accomplifhed, 
and that which is determined the Lord of hofts doeth in the midit 
of the land:” and he makes this accomplifhment refer to the pre- 
dictions of Mofes, the bleffling and the curfe which he laid before 
the people; whichdepended on their future conduct ; and the latter 
of which was now to be fully executed upon them. But this explana- 
tion cannot, I think, be reconciled to the verfion of the Seventy, 
as cited by St. Paul almoft word for word. Rom. ix. 28. Let us 
confider the fenfe of the paffage; and then fee how far the Seventy 
accord with the Hebrew text. 

‘ God had often promifed, that however the Ifraelites fhould be 
banifhed from their own country, yet that a remnant fhould return, 
which might preferve the nation from utter excifion. This the 
name of Ifaiah’s fon, Shear-Jafiub, who was a fign to the Jews, 
foretold; this is particularly expreffed in the 21ft and 22d verfes, 


and intreduces the words tranflated as above by bifhop Bagot; 
whieh 





- 
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which words relate, as I conceive, to what immediately precedes 
them, and not to the predictions of Mofes. The promife was, 
that a remnant fhould return; which being done, (12; by this re- 
turn,) the promife ig confirmed and ratified. 

* But as the words ftand, they are obfcure in the Hebrew text. 
Let us fee then what the LXX. and St. Paul fay, Aoyov cvvrerwy 
kat CuvTEuvov ey dixasoouy}. By the word acyoy, I underftand the 
promife accomplified ; i, e. the promife often made to the Jews, shat 


@ remnant fhould return; and this the word 31195, rendered by 


the Seventy aoyov, fignifies. And whereas none of the ancient 
verfions, nor St. Paul, acknowledge the word OY, overflowing, 


I believe, with Moerlius, that it was written OD, the two laf 
letters having been by aceident tranfpofed, as probably ¥Y"VT was 


yu, which word is rendered by the Syriac, fecabit. 


‘I therefore propofe to render the paffage as follows : 

‘21. “A reninatit fhall return, a remnant of Jacob to the mighty 
God. 

‘22. “Certainly thy people Ifrael fhall be as the fand of the 
fea; a remnant fhall return; by that return determining, and efta- 
blifhing the accomplifhed promife according to juftice. 

‘23. “Foran accomplifhment, and a ratification; fhall the Lord 
Jehovah of hofts make in the midft of all the land.” 

‘ I think that the following verie, as well as the preceding, proves 


' that this paffage does not imply the accomplifhment of a curfe, but 


of a bleffing : 

fog, * “Therefore (i, e. becaufe a remnant thall return, and 
Ifrael hall again be as the fand of the fea,) be not afraid of the 
Affyrian,” &c.’ Pp. 177. 


¢ Daniel: v. 35. “ Mene, Mene,” &c. This word is not 
repeated by the Seventy, nor fhould it be repeated. Upharfin, fhould 
be written Peres ; as it is i the Seventy and in verfe 28.’ Pp. 208, 





* Amos. v.25. “* Have ye offered unto me faerifices and ofs 
ferings in the wildernefs forty years, O houfe of Ifrael? (26.) But 
ye have born the tabernacle of your Moloch,” &c. The anfwer 
of affirmation, as often happens, is elegantly fupprefled. The fenfe 
is; * Did ye offer unto me facrifices and offerings in the wildernefs ? 
Yes ; ye did offer them; but ye bore alfo the tabernacle of Moloch,” 
1. e. ye mixed my worthip with the impure worfhip of idols; as y¢ 
do now alfo." Pp. 237. 








* Haggai. ii. g. “ The glory of this latter houfe fhall be 


eater than of the former.”” Render. it from the Seventy; “ The 
tter glory of this houfe fhall be greater than the former.” 
Garr: Rey. Vou. XVII. July, 1796. U * However 
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~ § However many learned men have been of a different opinion, I 
conceive that thefe words relate to the Mefliah. For although arche 
bifhop Secker fays, that it is a great deal to extend the words yet 
once, it is alittle while, to the time of the Mefliah; I think that is 
no objection; for what are five hundred years to him in whofe 
fisht a thoufand years are as one day ? 

‘ Engenious men have amufed themfelves.in difeuffing a queftiony 
ehiefly founded upon the authority and conftruction of Jofephus, 
whether the temple of Jerufalem was entirely rebuilt, or only re- 
paired by Herod. But although this may be a fubject of curious 
difquifition, yet has it nothing to do with the prefent prophecy. 
For the comparifon is not inftituted between temple and temple, but 
between glory and glory ; as appears plainly from the words of the 
Seventy ; Meyaan ecta: ‘H AOZA rs ots tots “H EXXATH ores 
THN NMPQTHN. Andas the 3d verfe, “ who is left among you 
that has feen ¢4is houfe in her firft glory,” refers to a temple whiclr 
was then in ruins; why may not the words, “the latter glory of 
this houfe fhall be greater than the former,’’ be referred to any 
other temple, to be built upon the fame fpot at any other time, 
whether by Zerobabel, or by Herod, or by any other perfon :’ 
F. 249." 

Thefe extracts are not to be confidered as either the moft 
{triking or important; they will fuffice however to fhow the 
intrinfe value of the work. 

As Mr. Roberts has, by this publication, rendered one 
act of duty to the memory of his father, we will recommend 
to his attention another ;—this is, a uniform edition of his 
poetical remains. 





Paricties of Literature, from Foreign Literary Fournals and Ori- 
ginal MSS. now fu ft publifed. Sve. 2 Vols. 1§s. Boards. 
Debrett. 1745. 


HE editor of this collection informs us that it was un- 
dertaken in the idea that it would prove an acceptable 
method of putting the public in pofleflion of the ftate and pro- 
grefs of literature on the continent;. and at the fame time 
furnifh our countrymen with an agreeable literary colle€tion 
of a fuperior order. His claims are, modeftly to offer an 
humble parleur-book, which may be taken up at any vacant 
period, perufed while that period lafts, and thrown afide to make 
way for diflipation or bufinefs ;.and we are not unwilling to con~ 
fels that he has anfwered his purpofe in an agreeable manner. 
But to give the ftate and progrefs-of continental literature, is 
an undertaking of too extenfive a kind for a parlour-windowt 
book; 
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book ; and (as it appears, notwithftanding his Preface, to have 
been his chief objet) philofophy and information greatly pre- 
dominate in the prefent volumes, over articles of the light and 
amufing kind. 

The articles are in number about feventy, and fufficiently 
mifcellaneous; the merit of them, as may be expected, is 
very different; we fhall touch briefly ona few. From Wie- 
land, the editor has borrowed largely; but as his works may 
be had entire, this does not appear fo prudent in a colletion 
of fcarce and curious pieces. His Excurfion to the Realms 
below was probably felected as favouring the anti-monarchi- 
cal opinions of the times. Rouffeau’s Doétrine of Miracles, 
even with the notes of Dr. Bahrat, appear not very worthy of 
a tranflation. There is nothing in them that is new, and 
nothing that has not been anfwered. This practice of reviv- 
ing old’ opinions for the fake of new anfwers, which are 
feidom one whit better than what formerly fet fuch opinions 
alleep, threatens the ftagnation of human improvement; for 
at this rate we fhall never be able to form any conclufion, or 
make any advancement. The account of Ricci, the laft 
general of the Jefuits, is curious ; but we are more interefted 
in the Letters from a Traveller at Berlin, which contain a 
number of amufing particulars not generally known, and 
may be confidered as the beft account we have of the man- 
ners and amufements of that metrepolis. ‘They were writ- 
ten in the laft king’s reign, and throw confiderable light on 
fome branches of his ceconomy. 

The hiftory of the Defection of the United Netherlands from 
the Spanifh monarchy is not fo remarkable for its novelty, 
coming after the accurate refearches of Dr. Watfon, yet is 
accompanied by valuable remarks on the power of the moft 
infignificant nations to refift oppreflion, when actuated by 
the fpirit of independence. The ftory of Nicholas Flamel, 
who difcovered the philofopher’s ftone, and lived 400 years, 
may, as the editor fays, have the charm of novelty to many 
readers :—but it can have no more ; and novelty vanifhes with 
the firft reading. It is mere wafte of time to argue for or 
againft the probability of fuch a ftory; and yet the author 
fills fifty-eight pages with a dry difcuflion on it. 

The Extracts from a Traveller's Journal are recommend- 
ed by a peculiar livelinefs of remark, and fome few commu- 
nications relative to the manners of Italy. From thefe we 
fele& the following acceunt of the Lazaroni of Naples — 


‘ In Naples there are between thirty and forty ‘thoufand idle 


people, who have no ftated bufinefs to follow, and likewife require 
U2 none. 
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none. They need only a few ells of linen for all their cloathing, 
and about fix-pence a day for their fupport. For want of beds, 
they fleep every night upon benches; and are thence called, in de- 
rifion, Banchieri or Lazaroni. With a ftoical indifference they 
defpife the conveniences of life. Such a number of vagrants muft 
always bea great nuifance in a ftate; but at the fame time it is 
very difficult to alter the genius and temper of a nation, and to give 
a fpirit of induftry to people who have fo ftrong a propenfity to 
idlenefs. It requires time and unwearied application, in order firft 
to roufe them to a kind of emulation, and a king who refides in 
the country, who is loved and feared by his fubjeéts, and is capa- 
ble of boldly profecuting a prudent and judicious plan to that 
effect. Naples in that cafe might become a far more powerful 
kingdom than itis. Its maritime fituation prefents the faireft occa- 
fion for giving employment to fo many thoufand hands by manu- 
faétures, commerce, and navigation. Among fuch a multitude of 
idle vagabonds there muft neceffarily be many loofe and difordesly 
perfons, by whom the nation is brought into difcredit, though in 
faét it is no worfe than the reft of Italy. I have taken the above 
extra&t from the third volume of Hiftorical and Critical Accounts 
of Italy, by Folkman. 

‘ Indeed I could not but obferve at Naples a very great num- 
ber of ill-cloathed people; but I faw none that were unemployed. 
I accordingly enquired of feveral of my friends, after the forty 
thoufand idlers, whom I wanted to be acquainted with; and, as 
they could give me no information on the fubjeét, I went in pur- 
fuit of them myfelf; as a {tri€t examination into the matter was 
fo neceffary for forming a notion of the ftate of the government. 

‘ For gaining fome knowledge then of the confufed mafs of 
people that are feen in the ftreets and public places, I began by 
judging and claffifying the various figures according to their drefs, 
their afpe€&t, their behaviour, and their occupation. I found this 
operation much eafier here than any where elfe; as the people are 
more left to themfelves, and their outward appearance fhews their 
ftation. 

* I entered on my obfervations early every morning; and all 
the men I faw here and there ftanding {till, or repofing themfelves, 
I found to be people whofe callings neceflarily implied fuch mo- 

,Mentary fituations ; 

* The porters, who have their fettled ftations in various parts of 
the city, and Were only waiting till fomebody wanted their fervice ; 

‘ The calleffari, the fellows and lads, who ftand in the great 
fquares with calefhes, looking after their horfes, and ready to attend 
any body that calls them out; 

* Sea-faring men, fmoaking their pipes in the molo; 

* Fithermen, who lie bafking in the fun, becaufe perhaps the wird 

1$ 
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js unfavourable for putting off to fea, I remarked likewife numbers, 
paffing and repaffing, but moft of them bore with them the tokens 
of their activity. Of beggars there were none to be feen, except 
fuch as were complete cripples, or rendered infirm by age, or im- 
potent by difeafe. The more I looked about me, the more accus 
rately I obferved, the fewer I could perceive, either of the lower 
or of middling claffes, either in the morning or through the greater 
part of the day, of any age, or of either fex, that could properly 
be called idle vagabonds. 

¢ But, for rendering what I advance more credible and appa- 
rent, I muft enter a little into particulars. The very children are 
bufied in various ways. A great number of them bring fith for 
fale to town from Santa Lucia; others are very often feen about 
the arfenals, or wherever carpenters are at work, employed in ga- 
thering up the chips and pieces of wood, or by the fea-fide pick- 
ing up fticks and whatever elfe is drifted afhore; which, when 
their bafket is full, they carry away. Children of two or three 
years old, who can fcarcely crawl along upon the ground, in com- 
pany with boys of five or fix, are employed in this petty trade. 
From hence they proceed with their bafkets into the heart of the 
city, where in feveral places they form a fort of little market fit. 
ting round with tleir ftock of weod before them. Labourers and 
the lower. orders of citizens buy it of them, to burn in the tripods 
for warming themfelves, or to ufe it in their fcanty kitchen. 

* Other children carry about for fale the water of the fulphu- . 
reous wells; which, particularly in the {pring feafon, is drank in great 
abundance. Others again endeavour to turn a few pence, by 
buying a {mall matter of fruit, of prefied honey, cakes, and com- 
fits, and then, like little pedlars, offer and fell them to other chil- 
dren; always for no more profit than that they may have their 
fhare of them free of expence. It is really curious to fee, how 
fuch an urchin, whofe whole ftock and property confifts in a 


board and a kaife, will carry about a water melon or a half roafted 


gourd, colleéts a troop of children round him, fets down his board, 
and proceeds to divide the fruit into fimail pieces among them, 
The buyers keep a fharp look out to fee that they have enough for 
their little piece of copper; and the liliputian tradefman aéts with 


no lefs caution as the exigencies of the cafe may require, that he 


be not cheated out of a mortel. 1am convinced, that during the 
courfe of longer ftay in this place, many more examples of fuch 

childifh traficking might be collected. 
¢ A vaft number of perfons, ‘partly of the middle ages, and 
partly boys, that are, generally {peaking, very badly clothed, em- 
ploy themfelves in bringing dung to town upon the backs of affes. 
The country lying clofe about Naples is one continued kitchen 
garden ; and it is a pleafure to fee what an inexprefiible quantity of 
U3 greens 
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greens are brought hither every market day ; which again employs 
the induftry of mankind in carrying back again the wafte and 
refufe of the kitchens, for accelerating the circle of vegetation. 
From the incredible, confumption of vegetables, the ftalks and 
leaves of cauliflowers, broccoli, artichokes, cabbages, fallad, gar- 
lic, really make a great part of the Neapolitan compoft ;: all this is 
therefore carefully looked after. Two large pliant panniers hang 
acrofs the afs, and are not only filied quite to the top, but are piled 

p with great art till the heaps meet over the back of the beaft. 
No garden can fubfift without one or more of thefe ufeful animals. A 
fervant, a lad, and frequently the mafter himfelf, go backwards and 
forwards as often as they can in the day, as they find the city at all 
hoursa mine of wealth. How attentive thefe collectors are to the dung 
of horfes and mules may eafily be imagined. Very reluctantly do 
they leave the ftreets at the coming on of night; and the gentry 
who return from the opera after midnight, little think, that already 
before day-break, fome diligent man is carefully tracing the fteps 
of their horfes, I have been credibly affured, that a couple of 
thefe people, who joining together to buy an afs, hire themfelves 
toa capital proprietor of cabbage-grounds, by perfevering induftry in 
this happy climate, where vegetation is never interrupted, will foon 
be in a condition to purchafe a confiderable poffeflion for them- 
felves. 

* It would lead me too far out of my way, were I here to {peak 
of the various wares and commodities, and the different kinds of 
traffic, that are feen with fatisfaction in Naples as well as in other 
places; but I muft take notice of the venders that ply the ftreets, 
as it particularly relates to the inferior clafs of the people. Some 
go about with glaffes of ice-water, and lemons, for making lemon- 
ade for their cuftomers ; a drink which even the very loweft perfons 
_ cannot do without ; others, with hand-waiters on which are fet flatks 
of various liquors with drinking-glaffes broke in the fhank and 
ftuck in pieces of wood to keep them from falling; others carry 
baikets of all kinds of paftry, {weetmeats, lemons, and different 
fruits; and it feems as though every one was inclined to indulgence 
and to augment the grand feftival of enjoyment which is every day 
kept at Naples. 

_,¢ As thefe peripatetic dealers are always occupied, fo there are 
likewife a great number of petty tradefmen who carry on an ambu- 
latory trade in the fame way, and offer their trifling commodities, 
with, ut ceremony, on boards or in open boxes; and, in the fquares 
fpread forth their whole fhop on the even ground. We are not 
here fpeaking of wares, that are to be found in the more refpeét- 
able fhops ; but merely of the fripperies. Not a particle of iron, 
Jeather, cloth, linen, thread, that is not brought again to market as 
frippery, and that is not again bought and fold by others. There 

ar¢ 








Varieties of Literature 279 


ave again numbers of the lower orders of people who aé as runners 
and labourers to tradefmen and mechanics, 

‘ It is true, that one cannot advance many fteps without mect- 
ing with an ill-drefied, or even a ragged fellow; but this poor fel- 
low is not therefore a vagrant or a fcoundrel. Nay, I might al- 
moft venture to affirm, what will appear a paradox; that at Naples, 
there is proporticnably, perhaps even the moft induftry to be found 
in the very loweft clafles. This indufiry, indeed, is not to be coms 
pared with that of the northern countries; which has to provide, 
not only for the prefent day and hour, but, on fair and fine days, for 
the dark and rainy, in fummer for winter. Hence the Northlander 
is compelled by nature to make particular provifions and arrange- 
ments; the hufwife muft look after her faltings, her dryings and 
{mokings, that the kitchen may be fupplied in the winter; the 
hufband muft fee to the cutting down of wood for firing, to thé 
laying up a ftore of fruits of the earth, getting proper fodder for 
the cattle, &c. All this robs them of the enjoyment of the fineft 
days and hours, which are neceffarily devoted to labour. A great 
part of the year a man chufes to keep himfelf at home, as the air 
without is unpleafant and rude; he is obliged to fhelter himfelf from 
the ftorm, from the rain, from the fnow, from the froft; the fea- 
fons are inceffantly fucceeding each other, and every man who 
will not come to ruin muft be a good ceeconomift, For the queftion 
here is not, whether he will difpenfe with all this. It does not 
depend upon his choice to difpenfe with it; it would be needlefs to 
refolve to difpenfe with it, for he cannot if he would; nature her- 
felf compels him to provide work for himfelf. Certainly thefe na- 
tural effects, which remain unaltered for thoufands of years, have 
determined the charaéter of the northern nations, which is fo re- 
{peétable in fuch a variety of regards. On the other hand, we 
judge of the fouthern nations, which have the benefit of fo mild 
and benign an atmofphere, with too much feverity from the point 
of view in which we behold them. What M. de Paw, in his Re- 
cherches fur les Grecs, takes occafion to advance, when {peaking of 
the cynic philofophers, fuits perfe€tly well with the fubject we are 
upon. We do not form juft ideas, he thinks, of the wretched con- 
dition of fuch men; their maxim of difpenfing with all things was 
favoured by a climate that fupplied them with all things. A man, in 
our opinion, poor and wretched, could in thofe countries, not only 
fatisfy the neceflary and firft wants of life, but might enjoy the 
world to the beft advantage; and fo may a pretended Neapolitan 
beggar look down with contempt on a viceroy of Norway, and 
reje& with difdain the government of Sibevia, if the emprefs of 
Ruffia were difpofed to make him the offer of it.’ Vol, i, 
P. 297. , 


Campe’s account pf Difordered Eyes, and a cornefponding 
U4 ) article 
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article on the fame fubjeét in the fecond volume, may be ufe- 
ful in fuch cafes, but rather belong to a medical collection, 
The account of the City cf Hieres is new and interefting ; 
and the ftory of Grimaidi well told, though perhaps inferior 
to that of Omar, which is equal to moft of our Eaftern tales 
of modern invention. One of the moft amufing articles is 
under the title of Letters from Paris, writren in 1789. After 
a fketch of its origin and progreflive enlargement, the author 
obferves, rather fhrewdly,—* Unlefs ali appearances around 
deceive me, the prefent limits of Paris are“at once the limits 
of the increafe of its inhabitants, and the domination of its 
kings. © Both have attained their fummit; and at length, as 
it is in the nature of things, have fet bounds to themfelves: 
Paris by walls: the king by convoking the general aflembly !” 
The account of the manners of the (then) Parifians is highly 
entertaining. Should peace return, and good humour, a con- 
tra/ting defcription would afford a rich treat, and perhaps be 
not unworthy the attention of philofophers. As a f{pecimen, 
we know not how to feleé any thing more curious than. his 
defcription of a particular hotel in the Palais Royal— 


* At La Barriere’s you not only meet with none of thefe incon- 
yeniences, but inftead of them a hundred fatisfactions. His fitu- 
ation, in the firft place, is extremely prepoffeffing. His grand 
room is on the ground floor, among the arcades of the crofs wing, 
and from large cheerful windows gives you a profpec of the main 

romenade of the garden on one fide, and the other looks into the 
ively Paffage du Perron. At his houfe I have conftantly made 

my meals, when not otherwife engaged, ever fince I have been 
here ; becaufe I chufe to be always in the centre of the revolution, 
and becaufe the Hotel d’Angleterre et de Ruffie, where I live, is 
only about a hundred paces diftant. By this means I have been 
able to gain a thorough knowledge of his houfekeeping; and a 
circumftantial account of it cannot ” fail of being novel and agree- 
able to you, 

* The {cite of his houfe takes up three arcades, with the cellar- 
ing and the firft, fecond, and third ftories over them: The chief 
hall is under the mrtaiien at leaft ten paces wide and thirty in 
length. ‘Along both fides ftand tables at a proper diftance afunder, 
and down the middle runs another row. The tables are no bigger 
than for two perfons to eat at them, They are not covered with 
linen, but have a green wax-cloth thrown over them, which may 
very eafily be kept clean. The not covering them with linen, 
makes an annuul faving to the proprietor, as he told me, of 9948 
livres, exclufive of the capital requifite for the purchafe of the 
table-linen. Were he once to lay the cloth on them, they muft 


be changed {a often in the day, ‘that there would be nothing but 
running 
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running about from.morning to night for that purpofe alone. A 
napkin cofts two fous the wafhing; fo that fuppofing them to be 
changed only ten times every day, the wafhing alone for one fingle 
table only for one day, would come to twenty fous, or ten- pence 
of our money. Now there are thirty tables in the large room be- 
jow alone, this then would amount to five fhillings a day, and that 
in the year to no le{s a fum than ninety-one pounds, five fhillings, 
merely in wafhing. Do you begin to conceive, my good friend, to 
what an extent this undertaking may reach? However, we muft 
not Iet this matter detain us. 

* The hall itfelf is fimple, but prettily decorated, and we fee 
no fewer than eight mirrors, neither of which is thort of five feet 
high. In the centre ftands a large ftove, ornamented with porce- 
jain and looking-glafles. This warms the room in wiater, and ia 
fummer keeps up a gentle draught. 

* The bill of fare that lies before me mentions in ail one hun- 
dred and fourteen difhes, including the foup, and what are called 
the entremets, which are ferved after the roaft, and which we com- 
prehend among vegetables, puddings, &c. The important cata- 
logue begins with the potage, and of thefe [ find no lefs than feven 
forts; then come the patifferies of feveral kinds; next the fith, and 
thefe are of fix {pecies; after them the entrées to the number of 
two-and-fifty ; then follow the hors d’ceuvres, confifting of citrons, 
pickles, green olives, &c. next come the roafts, and of them are 
eight forts; to thefe fucceed the entremets, of which there are 
eight-and-thirty ; then the deferts, full- twenty in number; upon 
them follow the wines of nine-and-twenty denominations; and 
laftly, tne liqueurs of which I count fifteen various forts, You 
may fhake your head, if you pleafe; I fhall bring the bill with 
me. , 

‘ On vour entering the hall, the waiters immediately watch in 
which quarter you take your feat. There are fix of them, and 
each has a certain number of tables under his care. No fooner 
are you feated, than one of them comes fkipping up to you, fay- 
ing, as he hands you the mighty bill of fare: Vouia la carte, mon- 
fier. You take it; and in a moment what vou order is before 
you. You chufe from among the difhes whatever you pleafe, and 
even the moft delicate and troublefome is in ten minutes fmoking 
under your nofe.. Every thing is ferved in fingle portions. The 
wine is cool, the water frefh, and the beer excellent. You will be 
s quickly and as complaifantly ferved if you order only a foup, 
as if you ate your way through the whole lift, quite to the defert. 
The plates, and fpoons and forks are here likewife of fiiver, the 
difhes are of fine ftone ware, the glaffes and decanters as clear as 
cryft:l. The bread is of the fineft wheat flour. IPf any thing, 
when ferved, is not to your talte, or you have any objection to 

- the 
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the dreffing, it is as obligingly taken back again, as it was brought, 
With the wine and beer it is juft the fame, if they happen not to 
pleafe you. 

© The mechanifm of the whole is brifknefs and memory. Dur- 
ing the hours from twelve to four o’clock, two hundred pertons 
ufually take their dinners here, and all fit down contented with the 
different humours and caprices of all, without rancour, without 
morofenefs, without lofs of time. They may order and eat of ten 
feveral difhes within any hour; but they all follow quick and clofe 
on one another. 

‘ The kitchen is under ground, f{pacious and kept in good order, 
Pots, fpits, pans, are here in eternal heat and motion. On the 
evehing all is prepared for the following day. _ The difhes that are 
in moft requeft, or that admit of being got ready before hand, are 
there with all their appurtenances, and only wait to be fet on the 
fire. Each of the cooks, and there are eight of them, befides kit- 
chen-boys and girls, has his peculiar department, and each his par- 
ticular waiter above in the hall, whom he knows by his voice, 
‘This latter calls through an opening in the floor for what he wants ; 
and he prefently has it. The cook pays the fame attention to his 
commands as the waiter fhews to the orders of the gueft. In this 
manner the bufinefs regularly proceeds, maugre the vociferations of 
from twelve to fixteen throats at once, in fpite of the confufed noife 
that muft naturally arife from the gabble of eighty or a hundred 
people in a public houfe; and it isa very extraordinary accident if 
any difh is forgot, or a wrong one brought. One perfon cails, 
Gargon here, another is calling Garcon there ; and frequently feveral 
at the fame time, and yet the polite and fpruce lads are ready with 
their anfwers to all; Oui, monfieur!—A l’inftant, monfieur! and 
none of them feem weary of being called and bandied about back- 
wards and forwards for three or four hours together. I am convinced 
that the French nation, in point of waiting and ferving, has not its 
equal in all the world. 

* But it is not enough, that fuch a lad has received all your 
commiffions and punétually fulfilled them; he ftill knows how 
many changes, and what difhes you have had. When you want 
to pay, you fay: Garcon, mon compte! and he runs to the bar, 
diétates your reckoning to his miftrefs or his mafter, brings it to 
you; and you may be very fure, that he has not charged you with 
a plate either too much or too little. You have only to compare 
it with the bill of fare, and there, againft every thing you have had 
you fee the ftated price annexed. 

And now what makes all this miracl¢ feafible, my good friend, 
is money. In faét a man muft pay pretty dearly here for fatisfy- 
ing his appetite. The loweft article you can have here is a pear, 
and that cofts four fous. The deareft, for inftance a quarter of a 

pullet, 
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pullet, you, have for 2 livres and 5 fous: therefore, a pear comes 
to two pence, and a quarter of a pullet to almoft 2 fhillings! a 
pickled cucumber three pence, a foup fixpence, a difh of pulfe or 
vegetable of any kind, a fhilling, and fo of all the reft,—Suppofe 
therefore, as a very moderate eater, you have; 


Livres. Sous; 


1. Soup : - - - - 12 
2. Theee fmall tarts or dumplins - 18 
3. A pint of ale : - SS. 5 
4. Fricandeau - - - 18 
s. Roaft veal - - - - 18 
6, A pickled cucumber - - 6 
7. Vegetables - - - - 1 4 
8. A pear - - - - 4 
g. A half pint of table wine of the ore 

dinary fort ° - oe f S 





Total : - 6 10 


and behold you have ate and drank to the amount of about five 
fhillings and eight pence, and are fcarcely fatisfied, and have been 
more faving than thofe who fat at the fame table with you. You 
now iee fomewhat plainer, how La Barriere is enabled to defray 
the enormous expences of his great undertaking. But let us enter 
into a little clofer examination of this matter. 

‘ We will fuppofe, that daily from morning to midnight only 
250 perfons eat at his houfe, and that each fpends no more than 4 
livres, which is ftating the fuppofition very low. Thus his daily 
receipts amount to 1000, and confequently his annual to 365,000 
livres, or 15,208]. 6s. 8d. This would indeed be a monftrous ex- 
pence. Let us now inquire a little how this may ftand: 


Livres. 1. s. d 


His houfe-rent yearly - - - - 8,000 or 333 6 8 
He keeps 20 perfons in the kit- 

chen and in the dining-rooims, 

each of whom, on an ave- 

rage, cofts him 500 livres - 10,000 or 416 13 4 
Wafhing of napkins only - + 10,000 or 416 13 4 
Wood and coals - - - - 12,000 or 500 0 oO 
Broken, ftolen, worn out veflels 

and utenfils in the kitchen and 

rooms - - - = - 
Suppofe the profit so per cent. 

on the dinners he dreffes, his 

income amountsto - - 182,500 or 7,604 3 4 


- §,000 or 208 6 8 





Total + + 227,500 0r 9,479 3 4 


© There 
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‘ There remains to him a furplus of 137,500 livres, og 
5,729. 3s. 4d. Dedu& from this fum what he employs in the 
maintenance of his family, together with the intereft of the capital 
. invefted in the undertaking, the lodging and board of his people, 
the. purchafe of furniture, &c. and-at moft there will only bea 
remainder of 10,000 livres, or 4161. 13s. 6d. certainly a very mo. 
derate compenfation for the hurry and buftle and the fleeplefs nights 
he experiences from one end of the year to the other. Accordingly, 
he is not rich, though he indulges in no kinds of extravagance. 

'* Thus you fee, how, by the incredible dearnefs of living in 
Paris, one may fpend a handfome fortune, and how the greateft 
receipts are always attended by proportionable expences. Thus it 
is with all the other inftitutions of this kind in the Palais Royal, 
All of them take monftrous fums, and yet no one is rich.’ Vol. ii, 
P. 458. 


The Hiftorical Narrative of the War carried on by the 
Ottoman Porte in the year 1785, with the Beys in Egypt, is, 
as the editor obferves, by no means lively or entertaining, but 
is in fome degree interefling from its relation to the hiftory 
of Egypt, and throws confiderable light on the political and 
warlike policy of thefe Beys and of the Turks. 

In the article on Devotion to the Heart of Jefus, the au- 
thor feems wholly to have miftaken its origin. The Englith 
puritan preachers were far enough removed from what is 
termed rational divinity; but they were by no means the 
authors or abettors of the worfhip of relics ;—and Wieland, 
in a piece annexed to this article, feems to be of the fame 
opinion with ys, although his defence of the Jefuits is rather 
equivocal. The German Play at Venice is an excellent fa- 
tire;—and the articles, Voyage of Gregory Shelekofl,—On 
Liberty of Reafoning,—Origin and Progrefs of Monar- 
chifm, by Zimmermann, particularly the latter, are valuable 
additions to the work. From profeffor ‘Liedemann, we have 
an admirable philofophical and hiftorical Treatife on the 
Tranfmigration of Souls. 

In thefe remarks we have confined ourfelves to a few arti- 
cles; there are, perhaps, others of equal importance. Upon 
the whole, we think highly of the editor’s defign to continue 
thefe volumes, if fuitably encouraged. In his future felec- 
tions, however, we would recommend to him to render the 
work more generaily ufeful and amufing, by omitting trea- 
tifes whichtend to uniettle the mind in matters of religious 
importance, as well as thofe which interfere with the politics 
of this country. We are far from withing to reprefs freedom 
of fentiment and public difcuffion ; but articles of the nature 
we allude to are furely out of place in a colleCtion for gene- 


ral ufe and amufement. 
The 
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The Evidence of the fuperior Efficacy of the Cinchona Flava, or 
“ Yellow Peruvian Bark: an Effay, in which the corre/pondent 
Preparations of the three Peruvian Barks moft generally 
known are compared; and in which the Yellow is proved to 
excel the Pale and the Red, by that Evidence which is proper 
to Materia Medica. By Walter Vaughan, M.D. Licen- 
siate of the Royal College of Phyficians, London; Phy/ician at 
 Rochefler. To which is prefixed, a Letter to the Author, 
from Doétor William Saunders, F. R. 8. and fenior Phy/ician 
“to Guy’s Hofpital. 8vo. 15. 6d. Robinfons. 1795. 


NEW remedies, like new articles of drefs, have, but too 
frequently, only a temporary admiration. How far this 
may be the cafe in the prefent initance, we cannot yet deter+ 
mine : but the pale and the red barks have each had their day, 
and are now fallen into neglect ; it is therefore not improba- 
ble but that the ye//ow may at fome future period fhare the 
fame fate. 

In the fore-ground of this pamphlet we meet with fome 
obfervations from Dr. Saunders in a letter to the author. 
The experimental endeavours of this phyfician to extend the 
fame of the red bark cannot have been forgotten by the me- 
dical reader. The doctor tells us that his early experiments 
on that bark had led him to entertain a very favourable opi- 
nion of the efficacy of the yellow bark foon after its introduc- 
tion into this country. 


* It was accordingly (fays he) tried at Guy’s Hofpital in the pre- 
fence of a numerous clafs of ftudents; and the patients, to whom it 
was adminiftered, being made the fubjeét of clinical leétures, the 
greateft attention was of courfe paid to them, to mark the progrefs 
of the difeafe, and the effect of the yellow bark. Experiments fo 
openly and fairly performed, muft always carry conviction with 
them ; and I believe, no experiments ever carried greater convic- 
tion than thofe alluded to. I do not hefitate then to declare, from 
my experience in the hofpital, that the yellow bark poffeffes all the 
virtues of the red, and that it has the advantage over it in all thofé 
refpects which you have noticed.’ P. vii. 


A little further on he alfo informs us that himfelf and his 
collegues now only employ the yellow bark, having found the 
‘other Peruvian barks too ineflicacious to be relied on.’ Yet 
thefe ‘other Peruvian barks,’ which are now {fo inefficacious, 
were formerly as much extolled and efteemed as the yellow 
bark is at prefent. 

We fhall now proceed to the author’s Introduction,—in 
the beginning of which he endeavours to magnify the impor 
tance of materia medica over the other departments of th: 

8 profetlion ; 
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profeffion ; and in fome refpe& he is probably right, becaufe a 
proper knowledge of the inftruments of an art is of confider. 
able utility in promoting the knowledge of the art itfelf, 
Still, however, much difcrimination as well as judgment is fe- 
quifite to the proper ufe and application of fuch inftruments. 
We cannot, however, exactly agree with the doétor refpeéct- 
ing the labours of the two colleges of London and Edinbirgh ; 
for in our opinion they have been much more ufeful in prun- 
ing and reforming abfurd and antiquated formula, than in 
cultivating and improving the true knowledge of materia mc. 
dica. If the author had turned his attention to forei 
writers on this fubje&t, he might alfo have eafily difcovered 
claims equally ftrong at leaft. We may readily colle& the 
intentions of the doctor in this publication from the follow- 
ing paragraph— 


‘ My defign (fays he) is to prove, in a familiar way, that a 
new remedy is difcovered, certainly fuperior, as to the virtues com-, 
monly attributed to the pale bark and the red; and, which is alfo 
to be rejoicéd at, poflefling virtues which none of the writers on 
thefe barks ever afligned to them. And, that the reader may fully 
be convinced of this, I fhall begin by fhowing him the nature of 
the evidence proper to materia medica, and by enumerating the 
principal reafons for the difrepute into which the pale bark and the 
red have lately fallen.’ P. 1. 


It is quite unneceflary to give ourfelves much trouble about 
the author’s notions re{pecting the nature of the evidence which 
is to be admitted on this fubje&t, becaufe, in matters of great 
uncertainty, every one knows that it is always neceflary to 
have recourfe to experience. 

On the various impofitions and adulterations that are prac- 
tifed by the drug merchants, we perfeétly coincide in opinion 
with our author, and think that no reprobation of their 
conduct can be too great or too fevere. 

We ave next informed of the circumftances which firft led 
the doétor to make ufe of the yellow bark. Of the ufe and 
importance of this remedythe dottor here {peaks with the 


greateft confidence— 


‘ This was the firft proof of the efficacy of the yellow bark that 
occurred tome: and I hold it a fufficient proof, that a very {mall 
guantity of a cold infufion of it can effect more than many ounces 
of the powder of the red bark. I have fince prefcribed no other 
than the yellow bark, in cafes where the pale or the red might have 
been given; and I dare declare the refult of my experience, and 
the dictate of my conviction, that I never before met with a fafer, 


rleafanter, and more effectual remedy for fevers, and the other 
? J ? 
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difeafes, in which I fhould have prefcribed the pale bark, or the 
red. It is a fingular thing in the hiftory of any medicine, that no 
practitioner ever tried it, without being eager to atteft its efficacy. 

‘ Time will thow whether the yellow bark is as effective in the 
Eaft Indies and in the Weft, as it has been found in all parts of 
England, where it has been tried ; and as it was long fince found 
in all parts of Germany, France, Spain, and Holland. I cannot 
harbour a doubt but that it will be as effective there. Neither can 
I fapprefs an opinion, which I think, in every refpect, confiftent 
with common fenfe and experience, that the yellow fever, which 
has not hitherto been checked by the old barks, will be checked, if 
not routed by this new bark.’ p. 8. 


To the hiftory of the yellow bark, as detailed by Dr. Relph, 
the author feems to have made but few, and no iniportant 
additions; for thofe refpeéting the period of its difcovery, 
taken from a letter in Dr. Saunders’s poffeffion, are but of 
very little confequence. 

he time of the difcovery of a drug is of much lefs im- 
portance than that of the difcovery of its utility as a me- 
dicine. 

On the fenfible qualities of the yellow bark, Dr. Vaughan 
has nothing new or particularly ufeful. 

In the third part of the pamphlet, which is the moft original, 
the doétor confiders the medus eg of barks in general, 
and particularly of the yellow bark. He ftrongly contends 
that’thefe articles of the materia medica do not act upon the 
living fyftem by any procefs fimilar to that of tanning. But 
though he will not admit of any tanning or altringent power 
in thefe drugs, he is extremely anxious to eftablifh their tonic 
action; but he has not been ‘in the humour’ to explain 
how this effect is produced any more than the former :—we 
are therefore {till merely in poffeflion of the faét of a ftate of 
tone being produced in the fyftem by their ufe. 

Many fenfible practitioners will probably {till have doubts 
of the tonic power alate of a few drachms of thefe fubftances 
being capable of removing fuch a {tate of debility as is found 
to exift in cafes of intermittent fever. 

But in order to do juftice to the opinions of Dr. Vaughan 
concerning the fuperiority of the yellow bark as a remedy, 
we fhall extract the following paffage, in which the medical 
reader will find a conceatration of his obfervations on the 


fabjeh— 
‘ I. It pofleffes the power of reftoring appetite and ftrength, and 


of fufpending the paroxyfms of fevers, in a greater depree than the 

pale bark or the red. 
© I fay, * of /u/pending the paroxy/m; ;" not becaute I have ever 
known 
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known a recurrence of the paroxy{ms take place after it, or that f 
have ever apprehended it; but becaufe it is an eftablithed fa& iq 
the hiftory of fevers, particularly of thofe with regular intermif. 
fions, that a relapfe is very apt to take place, if the adminiftration 
of the bark ceafes as foon as a paroxyfm is ftopped by it. The 
fact is recorded by Celfus : ‘and it is corroborated in the moft ftrike 
ing manner by Van Swieten, and by a judicious phyfician of the 
prefent day, Dr. Jackfon. The reafon js, that the difpofition to 
the fever remains, after the febrile aétion is ftopped: and therefore 
to remove this difpofition, which is the itronger in proportion as 
the fever has continued the longer, it is neceflary, or at teaft advife- 
able, to perfevere in the bark at proper intervals, and, if poffible, to 
change the atmofphere of the patient. 

“ In @ greater degree.” Itis a recommendation of any remedy, 
that it cures fafely, quickly, and effectually in a {mall dofe. The 
inferior quality of the pale bark and the red lias induced practi. 
tioners to adminifier them in very unwarrantable dofes. For | 
maintain, that alt dofes are unwarrantable which occafion a fenfa- 
tion of weight, oppreffion, coftivenefs, ficknefs, head-ache, giddi- 
nefs, and difficulty of breathing. The patient is never cured when 
thefe fymptoms appear; on the contrary, his weaknefs and his 
fever are made worfe.—Some ftomachs are fo delicate that they 
will not bear large dofes of a remedy : and it was on this account 
that the pale bark and the red were laid afide as a febrifuge, and 
arfenick fubttituted. But the yellow bark, in a very {mall dofe, 
produces all the good effects ever attributed to the pale or the red ; 
fo that to give the yellow in large dofes would betray ignorance 
orknavery. Indeed this might alfo do harm, if given too largely : 
but a rational pra¢titioner, aware of its fuperior efficacy, will always 
begin with fmall dofes, and never prefcribe for his patient till he 
has formed a notion of his conftitution, Any remedy given fo as 
difagree with a patient, retards his cure. 

‘ II. The yellow bark is a medicine that was much wanted; 
not only becaufe it is more tonick, more purgative, and more febri- 
fuge than the pale or the red, but alfo becaufe thefe three virtues 
feem to be in fuch a proportion one to another, as to render it a 
fafe remedy in fome cafes of tocal excitement and inflammation. 

“ More tonick.” There is no Peruvian bark that reftores ftrength 
fo fafely and quickly as the yellow. And, although there are 
ftronger tonicks, as the metallic, yet there is none that is alfo purga- 
tive and febrifuge. 
| More purgative.” The other Peruvian barks purge, efpecially 
when firft given, or when given in too large a dofe ; andt they purge 
violently. But this has always a tendency to purge, even ina 
fall dofe ; and it purges with the greateft gentlenefs. 

“ More febrifuge.” Of this there is the greateft affurance. 

‘ HU. The yellow bark increafes the perfpiration, apparently 

without 
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without accelerating the motion of the heart and arteries, The pale 
bark and the red ftimulate more, and fometimes caufe a difagree- 
able heat of the fkin. , 

‘ [V. The preparations of the yellow bark are more likely to 
be always of the fame efficacy than thofe of the pale bark, or’ 
the red. 

‘ The proofs of this ate principally derived from the pharma- 
ceutical exatnination of it.’ Pp. 28. 


On the preparations of the yellow bark we meet with no- 
thing particularly important. The author feems to prefer 
the extract and cold infufion ; the latter has, however, often 
appeared to us but a feeble and inefficacious remedy. 

We find in the next fection, that this new remedy ftands 
fo high in the eftimation of the author, that he thinks ‘ there 
are very few difeafes in which at fome period the tonic effects 
of the yellow bark, joined to its diaphoretic and purgative, 
are not likely to be equally beneficial to the patient, and to 
the reputation of medicine.’ The more aged praétitioner 
will, however, probably hefitate a little before he fully af- 
fents to this pofition. 

The pamphlet is clofed by the teftimony of the author’s 
medical friends in favour of the fuperior virtues of this new 
medicine. 





An Elegy on the Death of the Honourable Sir William Fones, 
a Fudge of the Supreme Court of ‘Fudicature in Bengal, and 
Prefident of the Afiatic Society. By William Hayley, Efq. 
4to. 25.0d. Cadell and Davies. 1795. 


T is not to be wondered at, that the various merits and 
accomplifhments of the much lamented fir William Jones 
fhould draw forth more than one tribute of affectionate eu- 
logium, nor that Mr. Hayley, who, in hig Effay on Epic 
Poetry, had noticed the early luitre of the rifing genius, fhould 
bear his teftimony of regret and admiration to the full worth 
of the finifhed man. ‘The author opens the poem with intro- 
ducing Science mourning the lofs of her favourite fon, inurned 
afar off, and lamented by - 


‘ ‘India’s mild fages, dropping many a tear.’ 
He celebrates the early proficiency of his hero in languages» 
and illuftrates the pleafure he muft have felt when the rich 


ftores of Eaitern poetry were laid open to him, by an apt 
fimile— 
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* As fpicy gales wak’d, with delicious power, 
The pride of joy in Gama’s gallant frame, 

When to his fervid hope, in happy hour, 
They feem‘dan earneft of eternal fame ; 


* So, and with ftronger breathings of delight, 
The Mule of Afia’s balmy flowers and fruit 

Rais’d thy young fpirit to pure rapture’s height, 
And promifed glory to thy keen purfuit. 

* How patient toil and eager tranfport join’d, 
When Eaftern bards awak’d thy kindred fire, 

And Europe faw thee, with a {kill refin’d, 
Adapt to Afian airs an Attic lyre!’ p. 3. 


He then does juftice to the refolution and good fenfe with 
which fir William Jones quitted the flowery fields of fancy 
for the laborious duties of a profeflion, and foftens the regret 
which muft be felt for the fhort term of fo valuable a life, by 


exhibiting it as— 


‘ A perfe& garden on a narrow plot ! 
Whole bounds unfeen the bufy thought elude, 
' While {weet Deception magnifies the fpot.’ p. 8, 


Mr. Hayley then calls on lord Spencer, once the affetionate 
pupil of fir William Jones, to build a monument to his me- 
mory, and indulges his fancy in fketching the fuperb maufo- 
leum which he fuppofes 4fa, in contention with Europe on 


this occafion, will erect to the memory of the favourite of 


both countries. 


‘ See! where in fculptur’d pomp, poetic forms ! 
The Mufe of Araby, the Perfic Mufe, 

The Eaftern quire, whofe blaze of beauty warms, 
Lament the fweet interpreter they lofe. 


* Mark where, like fiars of richly blended firey 
The feven feleéted bards of Mecca ftand, 

Mourning their wettern brother of the lyre, 
Who raifed to new renown their focial band. 


* The Suff tribé, in fond devotion’s trance, 
(Poets, whofe higher lays to Heav’n belong !) 

Weep their loft friend, whofe penetrating glance 
Pierc’d the deep moral of their myftic fong. 


‘ Behold, with mental dignity elate, 

_ Elders of folemn air, and gentle mien ! _ 

One fage as Solon, one as Shakefpear great, 
Meau and Calidafa grace the fcene.’ Pp, 14. 


In 
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In noticing the exertions of Europe, the author has taken 
occafion to mention Mr. Flaxman, whofe fpirited model for 
fir William’s monument has already juftified the compliment 
of his friend. 


* Flaxman! thy energy of thought benign, 
Thy feelings, tender as the mournful dove, 
Teach ftone to breathé thofe charms of chafte defign, 
That beft may foothe the pangs of widow’d love.’ p. 16. 


In mentioning the ftate of health of the fubje& of the 
poem, the author feelingly adverts to the infirm {tate he has 
1imfelf experienced ;—and the following fimile, though we 
fcarcely know whether to call it beautiful, will be allowed at 
leaft to be original — 


¢ Weak in his frame, as a difmantled totver, 
And his crufh’d mind (a partner in the fall !) 
Robb’d of its little luftre, ufe, and power, 
A broken dial in a mould’ring wall!’ p. 18. 


The charaéter of fir William Jones is wound up by the 
mention of thofe Chriffian principles which tempered the judge 
and dignified the bard; and the poem concludes with a fym- 
pathetic tribute to the grief of his widow— 


‘ Thou feeling daughter of a fainted fire ! 
Meek heir of mitred Shipley’s modeft worth ! 
In its probation for the feraph quire, 
Thy foul muft bear the tharpeft pangs of earth. 


* Yet e’en in forrow there’s a virtuous pride, 
Tempering its anguifh, that would elfe deftroy ; 

The very pangs, by which thy foul is tried, 
Thou would’ft not change for apathy or joy. 


© Thou feel’ft, that Heav’n thy gratitude may claim, 
That thou haft liv’d a blamelefs happy wife, 

The cherifh’d partner of as clear a name, 
As e’er won glory in the toil of life.’ Pr, 20, 


The ample notice we ‘have taken of this poem is owing 
partly to refpe&t for the fubject, and partly to refpe& for the 
powers of Mr. Hayley, though we do not think them exerted 
on this occafion with any peculiar vigour. Compared with the 
elegy of Mr. Maurice, it has the advantage of keeping clofer 
to the fubje&t: but it wants an equal degree of fire and ener- 
gy; and we cannot diffemble our conviction that many of 
the lines are feeble. The notes fubjoined are pleafing and 


illuftrative, as indeed Mr. er always are. mS 
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Lhe Pra&ice of the Court of Exchequer, upon Proceedings in 
Equity. By David Burton Fowler, E/q. one of the Six Clerks 
of that Court. 2 Vols. 8vo. 13s. Boards. Butterworth. 1795. 


ALTHOUGH the court of exchequer poffeffes a concur- 
rent jurifdi€tion with the court of chancery in matters 
of equity, the practice of the two courts is, in many inftances, 
diffimilar. Confidering this circumftance, and alfo the vaft 
byfinefs done on the equity fide of the exchequer, it is rather 
extraordinary that, till the appearance of the prefent work, 
there was ‘no regular or complete treatife upon the practice 
of this branch of its jurifdiction.’ The profeflion are there- 
fore much indebted to Mr. Fowler for the very clear and 
ample information contained in thefe volumes ; ard we cannot 
explain their contents better than by giving the author’s own 
words, which are thefe— 


‘ The prefent work exhibits a general outline of all fuits in 
equity ; and in this refpeét it runs parallel with fimilar works that 
have already explained the pra¢tice of the court of chancery. But 
this work, even upon that ground, endeavours to be more inftruc- 
tive than the preceding publications upon the general praétice of 
equity, by entering more fully and minutely into the detail of many 
very important branches of the operations of an equity court; and 
confequently in all thofe particulars this work may be equally ufe- 
ful to thofe who praétife either in the court of exchequer, or in the 
court of chancery. The number and nature of thefe points, which 
are now exhibited for the firft time in print, for the general inftruc- 
tion of fuitors in either court, will plainly appear by comparing the 
Table of Contents prefixed to the body of this Treatife, with the 
contents of any of the preceding publications upon this fubjeét. 

* But the peculiar courfe of praétice in which the court of ex- 
chequer differs from the court of chancery, will alfo be found here, 
and only here; and thefe diftinguifhing circumftances are fet forth 
upon the moft authentic and indifputable authority, namely, that of 
the records of the court itfelf, which have been purpofely fearched 
throygh in order to afford the moft copious and fatisfactory infor- 
mation upon all thefe matters. And this very difference of practice 
amiay be the more neceflary to be known and attended to, as it may 
lead to improve the practice, either of the court of chancery or of 
the exchequer, by inducing either of them to adopt that alternative 
of the points on which they differ, which may be moft conducive 
to the advancement of jutftice. 

‘ It remains only to be noticed, that a great variety of forms and 
precedents is inferted throughout the work, as well for the conve- 
nience of folicitors and agents, to whom they may be ufeful in the 

-conduct of caufes, as alfo for the explanation of the practice itfelf; 
it 
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it being univerfally admitted, that legal forms often give the ftrongeft 
iluftration of the very principles upon which the law of the court 
is founded. Vol. i. P. vii. 

Mr. Fowler has added, in an Appendix, feveral bills of cofts, 
which we apprehend the folicitor wiil find not only correct but 
ufeful. 





An Apology for the Bible, Se. 
(Concluded from Page 92.) 


HAVING finifhed the obje€tions to the genuinenefs of the 

books df Mofes, Dr. Watfon, in the fourth letter, pro- 
ceeds to that of Jofhua, and having fhown the inconclufive- 
nefs of the argument offered again{t its authority, adverts to 
the objections taken from its contents. What the bifhop has 
obferved in refpeét to the ftanding {till of the fun, is, in many 
points, very forcible, but capable, we think, of fuller con- 


firmation— 


‘ You make yourfelf merry with what you call the tale of the 
fun ftanding ftill upon mount Gibeon, and the moon in the valley 
of Ajalon ; and you fay that “ the ftory deteéts itfelf, becaufe there 
is not a nation in the world that knows any thing about it.”” How 
can you expect that there fhould, when there is not a nation in the 
world whofe annals reach this gra by many hundred years? It 
happens, however, that you are probably miftaken as to the fact: 
a confufed tradition concerning this mitacle, and a fimilar one in 
the time of Ahaz, when the fun went back ten degrees, has been 
preferved amongft one of the moft ancient nations, as we are in- 
formed by one of the moft ancient hiftorians. Herodotus, in his 
Euterpe, {peaking of the Egyptian priefts, fays—“ They told me 
that the fun had four times deviated from his « ourfe, having twice 
rifen where he uniformly goes down, and twice yone down where 
he uniformly rifes. This however had produced no alteration in 
the climate of Egypt; the fruits of the earth and the phenomena of 
the Nile had always been the fame.” (Beloe’s Tranfl.) The laft 

art of this obfervation confirms the conjeéture, that this account 
of the Egyptian priefts had a reference to the two miracles refpeét- 
ing the fun mentioned in fcripture ; for they were not of that kind, 
which could introduce any change in climates or feafons. You 
would have been contented to admit the account of this miracle as 
a fine piece of poetical imagery ;—you may have feen fome jewith 
dofors, and fome chriftian commentators, who confider it as fuch ; 
but improperly, in my opinion, I think it idle, at leaft, if not im- 
pious, to undertake to explain how the miracle was performed; 
but one who is not able to explain. the mode of doing a thing, ar- 


X 3 gues 











294 Bifbop of Landaff’s Apology for the Bible. 


gues ill if he thence infers that the thing was not done. We aré 
perfe&tly ignorant how the fun was formed, how the planets were 
projected at the creation, how they are ftill retained in their orbits 
by the power of gravity; but we admit, notwithftanding, that the 
fun was formed, that the plancts were then projected, and that they 
are till retained in their orbits. The machine of the univerfe is in 
the hand of God; he can ftop the motion of any part, or of the 
whole of it, with lefs trouble and lefs danver of injuring it, than you 
can ftop your watch. In teftimony of the reality of the miracle, the 
author of the book fays—* Js not this written in the book of Jafher?” 
—No author io his fenfes would have appealed, in proof of his ve- 
racity, to a book which did not exift, or in atteftation of a fa@ 
which, though it did exift, was not recorded in it; we may fafely 
therefore conclude, that, at the time the book of Jofliua was writ- 
ten, there was fuch a book as the book of Jafher, and that the 
miracle of the fun’s ftanding {till was recorded in that book. But 
this obfervation, you will fay, does not prove the faét of the fun’s 
having ftood ftill; I have not produced it as a proof of that fa@; 
but it proves that the author of the book of Jofnua believed the 
fact, and that the people of Ifrael admitted the authority of the 
book of Jafher. An appeal to a fabulous book would have been 
as fenfelefs an infult upon their underftanding, as it would have 
been upon our’s, had Rapin appealed to the Arabian Nights’ Ene 
tertainments, as a proof of the battle of Haftings.’ v. gs. 


After expofing the frivolous hypercriticifms fo folemnly 
paraded on the phrafe, unto this day,—adding authorities to 
fhow that the book which bears the name of Jofhua was 
written by him,—and profefling it unneceffary to offer any 
remark on what is urged againft Judges,—Dr. Watfon takes 
up what is faid againft Ruth; and having ftated from bifhop 
Law and St. Auftin, in what light the books of the Old Tef- 
tament are to be confidered as of divine authority, briefly 
yindicates Ruth againft the defpicable {currility with which 
fhe is treated, and which Mr. Paine (had he confulted Vol- 
taire ypon this occafion, as he has upon others) might have 
Jearned to avoid, ‘ The Hz/fory of Ruth (fays the author of 
The Bible at laft explained) is written with a natural and af- 
JeGing fimplicity. We know nothing in either Homer or Hero 
dotus that gogs to the heart like this an/wer of Ruth to her mo- 
ther: Where thou goeft I will go, where thou lodgeft I will 
lodge; thy people fhall be my people, thy God my God; 
where thou dieft, | will die;—zshere is a fublimity in this fim- 
plicity.”, And again—‘/Ve have often faid that thefe times and 
manners have nothing in common with eur own, whether good 
gr bad; their [pirit 1s not ours; their good fenfe is not ours; it 
45 om this very account that the Pentateuch, the books of Jefine 
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and of Judges, are a ey ee times more inftructive than 
Homer and Herodotus.’ Such is the atteftation of Voltaire ! 

From Ruth-Mr. Paine advances to the two books of 
Samuel, concerning which his former fophifm is ogun ree 

eated. The bifhop here furnifhes information, of which 

r. Paine, perhaps, feels not the want, but which would 
have faved him from the contempt he hath incurred bythe 
ridiculous obtrufion of his ignorance. Going forward to the 
two books of Kings, thefe Mr. Paine pronounces to be 
‘ little more than an hiftory of affaflinations, treachery, and 
war.’ Be it fo; how does this affeé the queftion of authen- 
ticity? or what does it prove, further than that the Jewifh 
nation have preferved in them the records of their own dif- 
grace, and irrefiftible proofs that the denunciations of their 
Jaw were the certain confequences that followed the breach 
of it? Several objections, taken from particulars in thefe 
books, are here refuted by the bifhop in a mafterly manner, 
who pafles from them to the prophecy, 1 Kings, xiii. 2, 
the exact fulfilment of which, 350 years after its delivery, is 
recorded, 2 Kings, xxiii, 15. 16:—and, the abfurd inference 
whence Mr. Paine affects to fhow that the book of Genefis 
was not written till 800 years after Mofes, being confuted, 
the bifhop concludes the a letter. 

Letter the fifth begins with obfervations on the admiflion of 
Mr. Paine, that ‘ the books of Ezra and Nehemiah are ge- 
nuine, but that they are nothing to us, nor-to any perfons, 
unlefs it be to the Jews, as a part of the hiftory of their na- 
tion.’ 


* Here let us ftop a moment, and try if from your own con- 
ceffions it be not poffible to confute your argument. Ezra and 
Nehemiah, you grant, are genuine books—* but they are nothing 
to us!” The very firft verfe of Ezra fays—the prophecy of Jere- 
miah was fulfilled :— is it nothing to.us to know that Jeremiah was 
a true prophet? Do but grant that the Supreme Being communi- 
cated to any of the fons of mena knowledge of future events, fo 
that their predictions were plainly verified, and you will find little 
difficulty in admitting the truth of revealed religion. Is it nothing 
to us to know that, five hundred and thirty-fix years before Chrift, 
the books of Chronicles, Kings, Judges, Jofiua, Deuteronomy, 
Numbers, Leviticus, Exodus, Genefis, every book the authority 
of which you have attacked, are all referred to by Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, as authentic books, containing the hiftory of the Ifrael- 
itifh nation from Abraham to that very time?—Is it nothing to us 
to know that the hiftory of the jews is true ?—It is every thing to 
us 3 for if that hiftory be not true, chriftianity muft be falfe. The 
jews age the root, we are branches “ graffed in amongft them ;” 
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to them pertain “ the adoption, and the glory, and the covenanm, 
and the giving of the law, and the fervice of God, and the pro-. 
mifes; whofe are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the 
flefh, Chrift came, who is over all, God bleffed forever. Amen.” 

* The hiftory of the Old Teftament has, without doubt, fome 
difficulties in it; but a minute philofopher, who bufies himfelf in 
feasching them out, whilft he neglects to contemplate the harmony 
of all it’s parts, the wifdom and goodnefs of God difplayed through- 
out the whole, appears to me to be like a purblind man, who, in 
furveying a picture, objeéts to the fimplicity of the defign, and 
the beauty of the execution, from the afperities he has difcovered 
in the canvafs and the colouring. The hiftory of the Old Tefta- 
ment, notwithftanding the real difficulties which occur in it, not- 
withitanding the fcoffs and cavils of unbelievers, appears to me to 
have fuch internal evidences of it’s truth, to be fo corroborated by 
the moft ancient profane hiftories, fo confirmed by the prefent cir- 
cumftances of the world, that if I were not a chriftian, I would 
become a jew. You think this hiftory to bea colleétion of lies, 
contradiétions, blafphemies: I look upon it to be the oldeft, the 
trueft, the moft comprehenfive, and the moft important hiftory in 
the world. I confider it as giving more fatisfatory proofs of the” 
being and attributes of God, of the origin and end of human kind, 
than ever were attained by the deepeft refearches of the moft en- 
lightened philofophers. The exercife of our reafon in the invefti- 
gation of truths refpecting the nature of God, and the future ex- 
pectations of human kind, is highly ufeful: but I hope I fhall be 
pardoned by the metaphyficians in faying, that the chief utility of 
fuch difquifitions confifts in this—that they bring us acquainted 
with the weaknefs of our intelleétual faculties. I do not prefume 
to meafure other men by my ftandard; you may have clearer no- 
tions than I am able to form of the infinity of {pace ;_ of the eternity 
of duration; of neceflary exiftence; of the connection between 
neceffary exiftence and intelligence, between intelligence and bene- 
volence: you may fee nothing in the univerfe but organized mat- 
ter; or, rejeSting a material, you may fee nothing but an ideal world. 
With a mind weary of conjecture, fatigued by doubt, fick of difpu- 
tation, eager for knowledge, anxious for certainty, and unable to 
attain it by the beft ufe of my reafon in matters of the utmoft im- 
portance, I have long ago turned my thoughts to an impartial exa- 
mination of the proofs on which revealed religion is grounded, and 
Jam convinced of it’s truth. This examination is a fubje& within 
the reach of human capacity; you have come to one conclufion 
refpecting it, J have come to another ; both of us cannot be right; 
may God forgive him that is in an error!’ Pp. 134. 

Briefly touching the buffoonery of Mr. Paine on the appear- 
ance of the angel to Jofhua, and evincing the weaknefs of his 


cavils on the numbers“in Ezra, bifhop Watfon ftops at the 
affertion 
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affertion that ‘the character reprefented in Job under the 
name of Satan, is the firft and the only time this name is 
mentioned in the Bible.’ With what his lordthip has advan- 
ced on this head, we can by no means fay we are fatisfied, 
That indeed it is not the only time the name, as denoting an 
enemy, occurs, his lord{hip has decifively fhown: but are the 
allegations of his lordthip immediately in point? To have 
proved them fo, it was incumbent they fhould fhow both that 
the enemy fo cailed was the identical character reprefented 
in Job, and alfo that the paflages: cited were earlier than 
Job. As to the opinion of Voltaire, that the word Satan is 
not older than the Babylonian captivity, it is totally unworthy 
of notice; for that profound {cholar and critic, like fome re- 
nowned critics of our own, though they have opined fo freely 
concerning the Hebrew, hath furnifhed moft decifive proofs 
thathe knew not the characters of the language, when he had 
not an explanatory alphabet before him. What he hath ad- 
vanced on this head, was taken from the Preface of Mr. 
Heath to his tranilation of Job, who, if we rightly remem- 
ber, brings it as an argument that the book of Job was not 
written till after the Babylonifh captivity, becaufe the firft 
mention of Satan, i. e. as the Devil, in the ordinary accepta- 
tion of the word, occurs in no jewifh book of an earlier date; 
and it was in Babylonia, he infers, that their firft knowledge 
of fuch a charaéter, the principle of evil, was acquired. What 
his lordfhip’s opinion of this argument may be, we know not 3 
nor what he may think of the antiquity of the book : but, ex- 
clufive of other evidence, it appears from the book of Tobit, 
that Job was of an earlier origin than the captivity of the ten 
tribes; and whoever duly confiders chap. xxvi. 12—Ezek. 
xxix. 3—Exod. xiv. 21—Ifaiah li. g—Pfalms Ixxxvii. 4— 
Ifaiah |. 7—will find reafon to conclude that it was written 
after the paflage through the red fea. But be this as it might, 
the book of Job has no more in common with ‘ the Egyptian 
Typho and Ofiris,—the Perfian drimanius and Oromafdes,y— 
the Grecian cele/iial and infernal Fove,—the Brama and the 
Zupay of the Indians, Peruvians, Mexicans,’—nor the Satan 
mentioned in it, with the evil principle denominated the 
Devil,—than with the man in the moon, or Will-o’-wifp; 
and we are forry to fee a man of the bifhop’s talents fo greatly 
abufed by fo idle a fancy. As his lordfhip is out of the chair, 
knowing his candour from experience, we fhould not fhrink 
from debating this point with him, nor even with his deputy, 
Dr. Kipxinc; nor fcruple to defend what we fhall here ad- 
vance, viz. that the Satan of Job was not the Devil or evil 
principle, but one of the fons of God ; and that the ftru€ture 
of the whole book is fo far from being founded upon the 
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€ tniverfality of the doétrine concerning an evil being, whd 
in the beginning of time had oppofed himfelf, and who ftilf 
continues to oppofe himielf to the fapreme fource of all good,” 
—that it is utterly irreconcilable with it. ‘The queftion is 
no light one; and we recommend it to the confideration of 
his lordfhip before he recommit his letters to the prefs. 

The allegations, ‘ that the jews never prayed but in trouble 
—that the heathens never worfhipped ftatues—that the Pfalms 
of David are nothing but a collection of different fong-writers 
—and the Proverbs of Solomon a jeft-book,’— are py 
difcuffed in the manner they deferve. 

As the greater fhare of the abufe lavifhed on the Old Tefta: 
ment is beftowed on Haiah, the bifhop with great ability: 
turns it to the writer’s confufion. We admire his lordthip’sy 
forbearance at fuch palpable inftances of oftentatious ignorance, 
impudent ribaldry, and wilful mifreprefentation+—Paine hav- 
ing quoted the prophecy, * Behold a virgin, &c.’ to prove (and 
it 1s the ‘only inftance he hath produced) that Ifaiah § was a 
Jying prophet and an impoftor, bifhop Watfon maintains that 
the very example will eftablifh the reverfe— 


* The hiftory of the prophecy, as delivered in the feventh chap- 
ter, is this—Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah king of Hrael, made 
war upon Ahaz king of Judah; not merely, or, perhaps not at all, 
for the fake of plunder or the conqueft of territory, but with a des 
clared purpofe of making an entire revolution in the government of 
Judah, of deftroying the royal houfe of David, and of placing an- 
other family on the throne. Their purpofe is thus exprefled—* Let 
ws goup againit Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach 
therein for us, and jet a king in the midft of it, even the fon of 
"Tabeal.”—-Now what did the Lord commiffion Ifaiah to fay to 
Ahaz? Did he commiffion him to fay, the kings fhall not vex thee ? 
No.—The kings fhall not conquer thee? No.—The kings fhall not 
fucceed againft thee? No:—he commiffioned him to fay, “kt 
(the purpofe of the two kings) fhall not ftand, neither fhall it come 
to pafs.” I] demand—Did it fland, did it come to pafs? Was any 
revolution effected? Was the royal houfe of David dethroned and 
deitroyed? Was Tabeal ever made king of Judah? No. The 
prophecy was perfectly accomplifhed. You fay, “ inftead of thefe 
two kings failing in their attempt againft Ahaz, they fucceeded ; 
Ahaz was defeated and deftroyed.’”"—I deny the fact; Ahaz was 
defeated, but not deftroved ;. and even the “ two hundred thoufand 
women, and fons, and daughters,” whom you reprefent as carried 
into captivity, were not carried into captivity; they were made 
captives, but they were not carried into captivity; for the chief 
men of Simaria, being admonifhed by a prophet, would not futfer 
Pekah to bring the captives into the land—** They rofe up, and 

took 
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took the captives, and with the fpoil clothed all that were maked 
among them, and arrayed them, and fhod them, and gave them to 
eat and to drink, and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of 
them upon affes (fome humanity, you fee, amongft thofe Ifraelites, 
whom you every where reprefent as barbarous brutes), and brought 
them to Jericho, the city of palm-trees, to their brethren.” 2 
Chron. xxviii. 15.—The kings did fail in their attempt; their at- 
tempt was to deftroy the houfe of David, and to make a revolu- 
tion; but they made no revolution, they did not deftroy the houfe 
of David, for Ahaz flept with his fathers; and Hezekiah, his fon, 
of the houfe of David, reigned in his ftead.’ Pp. 169. 


The fixth letter fets out with a vindication of Jeremiah, 
and an illuftration of his predictions, and a juftification of the 
condu& of Elifha, both which are managed in a brief but | 
{itisfa€tory manner. The inconfiftency of Mr. Paine, who 
admits the geriuinenefs of the writings of Ezekiel and Da- 
niel, and his abfurd hypothefis to account for their contents, 
ate well expofed. The fulfilments of particular predi€tions 
are ftated; and after treating the difcovery concerning Jonah, 
with a ftroke of humour fomewhat Cervantic, the vaunting 
conclufion of the infidel upon his demolition of the Bible, 
gives occafion to fome judicious and important remarks. 

Mr. Paine having taken for granted that he had utterly 
confuted the Old Teftament, opened upon this ground his 
attack on the New, which, every confiftent chriftian wiil ad- 
mit, mutt either ftand or fall with the Old. The bifhop, how- 
ever, very properly infifts that chriftianity hath other evidence 
for its truth, befides what it draws from prophecy ; and hav- 
ing made good this point, proceeds to the objections arrayed 
by Mr. Paine againft it. The fubje& of the immaculate con- 
ception is flightly touched upon, but fufficiently, perhaps, for 
the purpofe. What we conceive to be the part of Mr. Paine’s 
work moft likely to do mifchief, is thus ably confuted— 


‘ You come now to a demonftration, or, which amounts to 
the fame thing, to a propofition which cannot, you fay, be con- 
troverted :—firft, “* That the agreement of all the parts of a ftory 
does not prove that ftory to be true, becaufe the parts may agree 
and the whole may be falfe ;—fecondly, That the difagreement of 
the parts of a ftory proves that the whole cannot be true. The 
agreement does not prove truth, but the difagreement proves falfe- 
hood pofitively.”” Great ufe, I perceive, is to be made of this 
propofition. You will pardon my unkkilfulnefs in dialectics, if I 
prefume to controvert the truth of this abftraé& propofition, as ap- 
plied to any purpofe in life. The ‘agreement of the parts of a 
ftory implies that the flory has been told by, at leaft, two perfons 
(the life of Dr. Johnfon, for inftance, by fir John Hawkins and 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bofwell). Now I think it fcarcely pofible for even two per- 
fons, and the difficulty is increafed if there are more than two, to 
write the hiftory of the life of any one of their acquaintance, with- 
out there being a confiderable difference between them, with refpect 
to the number and order of the incidents of his life. Some things 
will be omitted by one, and mentioned by the other; fome things 
will be briefly touched by one, and the fame things will be cir- 
cumftantially detailed by the other; the fame things, which are 
mentioned in the fame way by them both, may not be mentioned 
as having happened exactly at the fame point of time, with other 
poffible and probable differences. Put thefe real or apparent diffi. 
culties, in minute circumftances, will not invalidate their teftimony 
as to the material traufactions of his life, much lefs will they render 
the whole of it a fable. If feveral independent witneffes, of fair cha- 
rafter, fhould agree in all the parts of a ftory, (in teftifying, for 
inftance, that 2 murder or a robbery was committed at a particular 
time, in a particular place, and by a certain individual,) every 
court of juftice in the world would admit the fa&, notwithftand- 
ing the abftract poffibility of the whole being falfe :—again, if fc. 
veral honeft men fhould agree in faying, that they faw the king of 
France beheaded, though they fhould difagree as to the figure of 
the guillotine, or the fize of his executioner, as to the king’s hands 
being bound or loofe, as to his being compofed or agitated in 
afcending the fcaffold, yet every court of juftice in the world would 
think, that fuch difference, refpeéting the circumftances of the 
fact, did not invalidate the evidence refpecting the fact itfelf. 
When you fpeak of the whole of a ftory, you cannot mean every 
particular circumftance connected with the ftory, but not effential 
to it; you muft mean the pith and marrow of the ftory ; for it 
would be impofiible to eftablith the truth of any fact, (of admirals 
Byng or Keppel, for example, having neglected or not neglected 
their duty,) if a difagreement in the evidence of witneffes, in minute 
points, fhould be confidered as annihilating the weight of their 
evidence in points of importance. In a word, the relation of a 
faét differs effentially from the demonftration of a theorem. If ore 
ftep is lefr out, one link in the chain of ideas conftituting a demon- 
ftration is omitted, the conclufion will be deftroyed; but a fact 
may be eftablifhed, notwithftanding a difagreement of the witnefles 
in certain trifling particulars of their evidence refpecting it.’ 


P. 224. 

Mr. Paine applies his incontrovertible prapofition to, the 
genealogies in Matthew and Luke,—but, as the bifhop thows, 
very inconclufively. In refpect, however, to thefe genealo- 
gies, we are ready to contend that their very di/agreement 
couftitutes their truth. What bifhop Watfon has advanced 
upon this fubje¢t is more than enough for his purpofe, as is 


what he offers upon the fubfequent charges, The precife 
tine, 
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time, however, of our Saviour’s crucifixion, and the preterna- 
tural darknefs attending it, would have admitted fome fur- 
ther illuftration: but thefe, we recollect, the bifhop had an- 
ticipated in his anfwer to Gibbon. 

Letter the eighth, contains a lively, ingenious, and fatis- 
factory reply to the objections that concern our Saviour’s re- 
furrection ; and, as fuch, we recommend it to the perufal of 
our readers. From Mr. Paine’s having fworn that he does 
not believe the chriftian religion, we think a very obvious 
conclufion might be drawn; what, however, bifhop Watfon 
hath obferved on this fubjeé, is pertinent and folemn; and 
the ftriking contraft between deifm and chriftianity deferves 
the attention of every unbeliever, as it contains confolation 
to all that believe. 

The ninth letter opens with ftri€tures on the attack of 
Mr. Paine, upon the canon of the New ‘[eftament ; and after 
having finifhed the defence of it, bifhop Watfon remarks— 


‘ You have introduced an account of Fauftus, as denying the 
genuinenefs of the books of the New Teftament. Will you per- 
mit that great fcholar in facred literature, Michaelis, to tell you 
fomething about this Fauftus >—** He was ignorant, as were moft 
of the African writers, of the Greek language, and acquainted with 
the New Teftament merely through the channel of the Latin tranf- 
lation: he was not only devoid of a fufficient fund of learning, 
but illiterate in the higheft degree. An argument which he brings 
againft the genuinenefs of the gofpel affords fufficient ground for 
this affertion; for he contends, that the gofpel of St. Matthew could 
not have been written by St. Matthew himfelf, becaufe he js als 
ways mentioned in the third perfon.” You know who has argued 
like Fauftus, but I did not think myfelf authorifed on that account 
to call you illiterate in the higheft degree; but Michaelis makes a 
{till more fevere conclufion concerning Fauftus; and he extends his 
obfervation to every man who argued like him—“* A man capable 
of fueh an argument muft have been ignorant not only of the Greek 
writers, the knowledge of which could not have been expected 
from Fauftus, but even of Hhe Commentaries of Czefar. And were 
it thought improbable that fo heavy a charge could be laid with 
juttice on the fide of his knowledge, it would fall with double 
weight on the fide of his honefty, and induce us to fuppofe, that 
preferring the arts of fophiftry to the plainnefs of truth, he main- 
tained opinions which he believed to be falfe.”” (Marth’s Tranifl.) 
Never more, } think, fhall we hear of Mofes not being the au- 
thor of the Pentateuch, on account of it’s being written in the third 
perfon,’ (Pr. 308.)—~-we think, at leaft, from Tom Paine. 


The next attack is made on St. Paul, and with the fame 


effect that the file was gnawed by the viper — : 
‘in 
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‘ In reading your book I have been frequently fhocked at thé 
virulence of your zeal, at the indecorum of your abufe in applying 
vulgar and offenfive epithets to men who have been held, and whé 
will long, I truft, continue to be holden, in high eftimation, I 
know that the fear of calumny is feldom wholly effaced, it remains 
long after the wound is healed; and your abufe of holy men atid 
holy things will be remembered, when your arguments againft 
them are refuted and forgotten. Mofes you tertn an arrogant cox- 
comb, a chief affaffin; Aaron, Jofhua, Sarmiel, David, monfters 
and impoftors: the jewifh kings a parcel of rafcals; Jeremiah and 
the reft of the prophets, liars; and Paul a fool; for having written 
one of the fublimeft compofitions, and on the moft important fub- 
je&t that ever occupied the mind of man—the leffon if our burial 
fervice ;—this leffon you call a doubtful jargon, as deftitute of 
meaning as the tolling of the bell at the funeral. Men of low con- 
dition! preffed down, as you often are, by calamities generally in- 
cident to human nature, and groaning under burdens of mifery 
peculiar to your condition, what thought you when you heard this 
leffon read at the funeral of your child, your parent, or your 
friend? Was it mere jargon to you, as deftitute of meaning as the 
tolling of a bell ?—-No.—You underftood from it, that you would 
not all fleep, but that you would all be changed in a moment at 
the laft trump; you underftood from it, that this corruptible muft 
put on incorruption, that this mortal muft put on immortality, and 
that death would be fwallowed up in victory ; you underftood from 
it, that if (notwithftanding profane attempts to fubvert your faith) 
ye continue ftedfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, your labour will not be in vain.’ P. 322. 


The admirable obfervations that follow this fine apoftrophe, 
are in the higheft degree conclufive. 

The reft of Paine’s tra&, chiefly confifting of unfupported af- 
fertions, abufive appellations, illiberal farcafms, /rifes of words, 
profane babblings, and oppofttions of fcience, falfely fo called, ia 
the fubjeét of the tenth letter, in which the bifhop appears 
to very great advantage. We o— with pleafure have made 
feveral extracts from it, but muf€ refer our readers to the 
letter itfelf. 

To Mr. Paine, and to every infidel, the public are indebt- 
ed for their publications againft revelation. But for his at- 
tack, the light that bifhop Watfon has thrown upon the fub- 
je&t would not have been caft upon it; and every frefh triaj 
of our faith will be found to its honour and praife. 


Leonora 
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Leonora. Tale, tranflated freely from the German of Gott- 
fried Augufius Birger. By ¥. T., Stanley, E/q. F. R. S. 
Sve. 2s. Miller. 1796. 


Lenore, @ Tale: from the German of Gottfried Augufius 
Birger. By Henry Fames Pye. gto. 15. 6d. Low. 
796. , 

(THE very ftriking and poetical ballad, of which thefe are 

verfions, is written by Birger, the author of various poems, 

both original and tranflations: many of the latter, with im- 

rovements and adaptations to the localities of Germany, are 

co the Englifh.. His charaéter as an author is thus given 
in the fecond number of the Monthly Magazine, by the learned 
and ingenious pen of the tranflator of Goethe’s ha in 
Tauris—‘ Biirger is every where diftinguifhed for manly fenti- 
ment and force of ftyle. His extraordinary powers of language 
are founded:on a rejection of the conventional phrafeology of 
regular poetry, in favour of popular forms of expreflion, caught 
by the liftening artift from the voice of agitated nature. Imi- 
tative harmony he purfues almoft, to excefs,—the onomato- 
pecia is his prevailing figure,—the interjeCtion his favourite 
part of fpeech,—arrangement, rhythm, found, rhime, are al- 
ways with him an echo to the fenfe,—the hurrying vigour of 
his impetuous diction is unrivalled; yet it is fo natural, even in 
its fublimity, that his poetry is fingularly fitted to become na- 
tional popular fong.’ 

There cannot be a better comment on the preceding cha- 
racter than the German text of this fingular poem, which Mr. 
Stanley has printed along with the tranflation. ‘Thewildnefs 
and horror of the cataftrophe is beautifully contrafted by the 
pathetic fimplicity of the dialogue between the mother and 
daughter. The moral is ftriking ; and the degree of obfcurity 
which hangs over the ftory does not make it lefs proper to 
keep up the emotions it was intended to raife,—while the 
dramatic form which prevails through the whole, and the 
frequent breaks and characteriftic exclamations, fpread through 
the piece energy and intereft. 

hus much for the original. How far either of the tranf- 
lators before us has fucceeded in rendering its various beau- 
ties, remains to be confidered. Mr. Pye claims the merit of 
fuperior exactnefs,—having tranflated it, he fays, line by line. 

Mr. Stanley’s, however, we do not find deficient in exaétnefs ; 

and it is more concife, and, we think, has clearly more fpirit 

than the other. Both have fucceeded fufficiently to gratify 
the Englith reader with a very ftriking ftory; but neither has 
transfuled the peculiar and characteriftic beauties of his - 
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thor with a free and mafterly hand. We cannot help men- 
tioning that neither of thefe gentlemen feems:to have the par- 
tiality for Burger natural to a tranflator, as they are fcarcely 
fufficiently aware of the fuperior merit of the piece. Mr. Pye 
tells us that a clofer verfion than he has given us would have 
been prophane. If he means to find fault with the ftrong 
expreflions of defpair which efcape from the daughter in the 
wild paroxyfms of her grief, we think he fhows a want of 
moral tafte, fince thefe accufations of providence were necef- 
fary to introduce the very leffon of the ftory, and, without 
them, the cataftrophe would have been totally without mean- 
ing. Mr. Stanley has opened a little the moral of the piece, 
which fome may think an improvement :—to us it does not 
feem to have been neceffary. We fhall give our readers an 
opportunity of comparing the two in a few ftanzas— 


“ Mother, all hope has fled my mind, 

The paft is paft: our’God’s unkind ; 
Why did he give me breath? 

Would that this hated loathfome light, 

Could fade for ever from my fight, 
Come death, come, welcome death !’” 


* Indulgent father, fpare my child, 
Her agony hath made her wild, 
She knows not what fhe does. 
Daughter, forget thy earthly love, 
Look up to him who reigns above, 
There joys fucceed to woes.” 


“ Oh! mother, mother, hell or heaven, 
Woe or joy, are now all even: 
William was heaven alone. 
Fade from my eyes, thou hated light, 
Defcend, my foul, to endlefs night, 
For love and hope are flown.” Stanley. v. 4. 


© Mother, time returns no more ; 
I am wretched, loft, forlorn ; 
Every hope but death is o’er, 
Woe the hour that I was born ! 
Wrap me deep in night, and fhade, 
__ Far the light of life remove, 
Heaven’s mercy is no more difplay’d. 
O my love, my murder’d love r 








“ God of mercy! Hear! -O hear! 
Frantic forrow makes her wild ; 
Judge not in thy wrath fevere, 
SpareyO {pare thy tortur'd- child. 
O my child, forget thy woe,’ 
Lift to heaven thy forrowing eye 
Endlefs*bleflings there to know, 
Bridal joys that never die.” 


“ Mother, what i is endlefs blifs ? 
Endlefs.pain, what, mother /—Tell, 
All my, heaven was WiHiam’s kifs, © 
William’s lofs is all my hell. 
Far the light .of.life remove, 
Night and horror fhroud my fai 
Can I live to mourn my love? 


Can I joy when William’s dead?” Pye. pP. 5. 
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When the maiden is retired td reft, the figure of William 


bed. 


© She lightly on thé courfer {fprang, 

And her white arms round W illam flung, 
Like to a lily wreath: 

In thund’ring gallop, off they flew, 

While ftreams of fire their.heels purfue, 
And foon they pant for breath, 


‘ The objects fly on every fide, 
The bridges thunder as they ride: 


. Art thou, my loves afraid ? 


Death fwiftly rides, the moon. thines clear, 


' The dead doth Leonora fear ?” 


appears, and invites her to 8° with him to feek the marriage 


“ Ah! no, _Why name the dead?” Stanley. p. 7, 


© Won by fond affection’s charm 
}, On the horfe the lightly éprung, 


y peed her love, her lily arm 


Clofe the love-fick virgin flang. 
On they prefs their rapid flight 
Swifter than the whirlwind’s force, 


Struck from flints a {parkling light 


Marks the: fteed’s unceafing courfe. 


© On the left, and on the right, 

Heaths, ee meads, and fallow’d grounds, - 
Seem receding from their fight ; 

How each bridge they pafs refounds. 


Crit. Rev. Vor. XVII. Fuly, 1796. 4 


« Fears 
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‘¢ Fears my love?——-The moon fhines clear, 
Swift the courfe of death is {ped. 
Does my love the dead now fear ?”— 
“ No, ah! no!—Why name the dead ?” Pye. pr. 10. 


The metamorphofis of the fpeétre, which we fhall give 
- from Mr. Stanley alone, is wonderfully ftriking— 


* As, now half veil’d by clouds, the moon 

With feebler ray, o’er objeéts fhone, 
Where tomb-ftones faint appear ; 

A grave, new dug, arrefts the pair, 

William turn’d round, and clafp’d the fair, 
“ Our marriage-bed is here.” 

* Scarce had he fpoke, when, dire to tell, 

His fleth, like touchwood, from him fell; . 
His eyes forfook his head : 

A fkull and naked bones, alone, 

Supply the place of William gone, 
*T was Death that clafp’d the maid. 


* Wild, fnorting fire, the courfer rear’d, 

As wrapp’d in {moke, he difappear’d : 
Poor Leonora fell. 

The hideous fpeétres hover round, 

Deep groans fle hears from under ground, 
And fiends afcend from hell.’ p. 11. 


We cannot forbear mentioning, that we have feen fome 
years ago, in private circulation, a tranflation of this piece, 
which has lately been inferted in a periodical publication, 
and which is fuperior to either of thefe. Though it does 
not boaft of rendering the German line for line, but, on the 
contrary, difplays fome judicious alterations, it has tranf- 
fufed in the happieft manner the fpirit of the original, and 
the very march and cadences of the verfe ; while at the 
fame time it is fo idiomatical as not to fuggeft the lealt idea 
of having been originally written in any other language than 
Englith. Thofe who have read the excellent tranflation of 
Goethe’s Iphigenia may perhaps guefs to whom they owe the 
obligation. 

Since the above was written, a new edition has appeared of 
Mr. Stanley’s verfion, in which his attention to the moral, 
which we have before noticed, has led him to make a very 
material alteration in the cataftrophe of the piece ; for which 
purpofe feveral ftanzas are added, in which we are told, 
that 


t 


‘ Leonora, e’er her fenfe was gone, 
Thus faint exclaim’d—“ Thy will be done, 
Lord, let thy anger ceafe.” 
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Soft on the wind was born the pray’r; 


The fpeétres vanith’d into air, 
And all was hufh’d in peace.” Pp. 14, 


that then, inftead of the goblins, 
* Love, and his fmiling train, appear.’ 
And the piece is thus concluded— 


* Sweet fpirits! wave the airy wand, 

Two faithful hearts your care demand ; 
Lo! bounding o’er the plain, 

Led by your charm, a youth returns ; 

With hope, his breaft impatient burns ; 
Hope is not always vain. 

“ Wake, Leonora !—wake to Love! 

For thee, his choiceft wreath he wove ;” 
Death vainly aim’d his dart. 

The paft was ail a dream; fhe woke— 

He lives ;—’twas William's felf who f{poke, 
And clafp’d her to his heart.’ p. 15. 


Whether the generality of readers will think Mr. Stanley 
has altered for the better a ballad of fuch a caft, by giving it 
a fortunate conclufion, we cannot fay; for our parts we con- 
fefs we think he has not only flattened the piece very much, 
but fpoiled the moral it was his obje&t to improve. The 
ftory of Biirger is no doubt highly wrought with horror; but 
for thofe whofe fenfibilities are too delicate to bear any thing 
which ftrongly moves them, poetry enough exifts of a tamer 
ca{t :—there was no occafion to render Birger tame. 


Leonora. Tranflated from the German of Gottfried Augufius 
Birger, by W. R. Spencer, Efq. with Defigns by the Right 
Honourable Lady Diana Beauclerc. Small Folio Ul. 15. 
Boards. Harding. 1796. 


IT is no fmall teftimony of the merit of Leonora, and ra- 
ther a prefumption that the ftudy of the German language 
is growing more common amongft us, that we are called upon 
to announce another candidate for this wreath of cyprels. 
The firft thing that ftrikes us in Mr. Spencer’s publication is 
the beauty of the typographical part. His verfion is accom- 
panied with the German, in a very fine type, and is embel- 
lifhed by moft elegant engravings from the pencil of lady 
Diana Beauclerc. “Turning to the tranflation itfelf, we find 


it faithful and fpirited. In the latter part particularly, we 


think Mr. Spencer has clearly the advantage over his two 
Y2 competitors, 
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competitors. Our readers will judge from the following 
extract — 


“ Barb! barb! methinks the cock’s fhrill horn 
Warns that our fand is nearly run: 
Barb! barb! I fcent the gales of morn; 
Hafte, that our courfe be timely done, 
©ur courfe is done ! our fand is run ! 
The nuptial bed the bride attends ; 
This night the dead have fwiftly {ped ; 
Here, here our midnight travel ends !”? 


Full at a portal’s mafly grate 

The plunging fteed impetuous dafh’d: 
At the dread fhock, wall, bars, and gate, 

Hurl’d down with headlong.ruin crafh'd. 
Thin, fheeted phantoms gibbering glide 

O’er paths, with bones and frefh fkulls ftrewn ; 
Charnels and tombs on every fide 

Gleam dimly to the blood-red moon. 


¢ Lo, while the night’s dread glooms increafe, 
- All changed the wond’rous horfeman flood, 
His crumbling fleth fell piece by piece, 
Like afhes from confuming wood, 
Shrunk to a-tkull his pale head glares, 
High ridg’d his eyelefs fockets ftand, 
All bone his length’ning form appears ; 
A dart gleams deadly from his hand. 


* The fiend horfe {norts ; blue fiery flakes 
Colleéted roll his nofirils round ; 
High rear’d, his briftling mane he fhakes, 
And finks beneath the rending ground. 
Demons the thundering clouds beftride, 
Ghofts yell the yawning tombs beneath ; 
Leonora’s heart, its life-blood dried, 
Hangs quiv’ring on the dart of death.’ P. 31. 





Philofophical Tranfaftions of the Royal Society of London. For 
the Year 1795. Part II. gto. 15s. Sewed. Elmfly. 1795. 


THE principal feature of this part of the volume for the 
year 1795 is the number of plates fubfervient to the de- 
fcription of Herfchel’s telefcope, and to the furvey of part of 
our ifland. The two articles occupy about two-thirds of the 
volume; anc the intention of continuing an account of the 
furvey in the Philofophical TranfaCtions promifes to = 

5 the 
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the future volumes of the fociety, if not fo valuable in a fci- 
entific point of view either at home or abroad, certainly very 
ufeful to our own countrymen. It is to be hoped that the 
furvey will not hereafter be made a mere government job, and 
protracted more for the fake of the perfons employed than 
the public fervice; and, with very little afliduity, the whole 
might be completed in a fhorter period than that which re- 
mains between the prefent time and the clofe of the century. 

Art. 1X. Some Obfervations on the Mode of Generation 
of the Kanguroo, with a particular Defcription of the Organs 
themfelves. By Everard Home, Efg. F. R.S. . 

The kanguroo is an animal of the opoffum tribe, and its 
mode of generation is an object of inquiry to the natural 
hiftorian. The writer of this article has, from very exact 
anatomical refearches, and obfervations on the living animals, 
determined it to form ‘ a link between animals, whofe young 
are nourifhed by means of a conneétion with the uterus, and 
thofe that are nourifhed independent of it.” The falfe belly 
in this tribe of animals has given rife to fome fanciful con- 
jeCtures, which are overthrown by this writer— 


¢ The mode in which the young kanguroo paffes from the uterus 
into the falfe belly has been matter of much f{peculation, and it has 
been even fuppofed that there was an internal communication be- 
tween thefe cavities; but after the moft diligent fearch, I think I 
may venture to affert that there is no fuch paffage. This idea took 
its rife from there being no vifible opening between the uterus and 
vagina in the unimpregnated ftate; but fuch an opening being 
very apparent, both during pregnancy and after parturition, over- 
turns this hypothefis ; for we cannot fuppofe that the foetus when 
it has reached the vagina can pafs out in any other way than 
through the external parts. That this is really the cafe, and that 
in this way it gets into the falfe belly, is highly probable for the 
following reafons. 

‘ The falfe belly has mufcles to bring its mouth as near as pof- 
fible to the opening of the vulva, which does not appear neceflary 
for any other purpofe than that of receiving the fcetus. 

‘ The bones belonging to the mamme and falfe belly have 
mufcles, which by their aétion will bring down both thefe parts 
towards the vulva, for which no other ufe can be affigned; and 
thefe parts are fo much detached from the abdominal mufcles, that 
this effeét can be produced during their aétion to expel the foetus- 
from the uterus, 

‘ The vulva has naturally an unufual projection, and the margin 
of the pelvis immediately before it, is rounded and {mooth, fo as to 
admit of its moving eafily in that direétion ; add to this the action 
gf opening the mouth of the falfe belly, will bring down the ‘kin, 
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and allow the external orifice of the vagina to be thrown ftill furs 
ther out, fo as to proje&t more direétly over the mouth of the falfe 
belly in which the fcetus is to be depofited. 

* It is to be obferved, that if the parts in their natural ftate are 
fitted for fuch an action, they will be ftill more fo at the period in 
which it is to be performed ; fince in all animals, at that particular 
time, there are changes going on to facilitate the expulfion of the 
young in the way moft favourable for its prefervation.’ P. 232. 


Art. X. On the Converfion of Animal Subftances into a 
Fatty Matter much refembling Spermaceti. By George 
Smith Gibbes, B. A. 

Mr. Gibbes continues his very ufeful experiments on ani- 
mal fubftances, from which may be derived hereafter not 
only fome important truths in fcience, but many advanta- 
geous articles in agriculture and commerce. The great dif- 
ficulty hitherto has been to whiten the fubftance procured 
from the dead animal; and the following extract leads us to 
expect that it will foon be overcome. 


* My father, who has been indefatigable in his attempts, to 
whiten this fubftance, finds that the following procefs will make it 
very puré, and very beautiful, though not fo white as the fperma~ 
ceti of the fhops. The cow, which had lain in the water for a 
year and an half, was taken up, and we found that the whole muf- 
cular part was perfeétly changed into a white matter; this was 
broken into finall pieces, and was expofed to the action of the fun 
and air for a confiderable length of time. By thefe means it loft a 
great deal of its fmnell, and feemed to acquire a firmer confiltence. 
The appearance of this fubftance was fomewhat fingular ; for on 
breaking it, we found little filaments running in every direction, 
exactly fimilar to the cellular fubftance between the mufcular fibres. 
Thefe pieces were then beaten to a fine powder, and on this pow- 
der was poured fome diluted nitrous acid; after the acid had been 
on it for about an hour, a froth was formed at the top; the acid 
was then poured off, and the fubftance was repeatedly wafhed ; it 
was then melted in hot water, and when it concreted it was of a 
very beautiful ftraw-colour, without the leaft offenfive fmell, on 
the contrary, it had the agreeable fmell of the beft f{permsaceti. 
May not this fubftance be applied as an article of commerce? 
Great quantities of it may be obtained. It burns with a fine 
flame ; and dead animals, which at prefent are of little or no ufe, 
may be changed into it. I am very forry that it has not beén in 
my power to afcertain the precife quantity which may be obtained 
from a given quantity of flefh ; but from what I have obtained, 
J can fay that it would be very confiderable. The running water 
carries off a great deal of it, but that might be obviated by the ad- 
dition of ftrainers. Moreover, that which is carried off by the 
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water is the pureft, for I always take care to get as much as pofli- 
ble of it, becaufe I find it gives me lefs trouble in purifying it. 
The water over the animals, and for fome diftance round them, is 
covered-with a very beautiful pellicle, which is white in general ; 
fometimes it refraéts the fun’s rays, producing the prifmatic co- 
lours.’ P. 241. 


Art. XI. Obfervations on the Influence, which incites the 
Mufcles of Animals to contra& in Mr. Galvani’s Experi- 
ments. By William Charles Wells, M.D. F.R.S. 


In this article the following queftions are anfwered— 


* Does the incitement of the influence which, in Mr. Galvani’s 
experiments, occafions the mufcles of animals to contra¢t, either 
wholly, or in part, depend upon any peculiar property of living 
bodies? What are the conditions neceffary for the excitement of 
this influence ? Is it eleétrical?? Pp. 246. 


The firft queftion is anfwered in the negative,—for the 
writer was led from one experiment to another till at laft it 
occurred to him, 


‘ That a proper opportunity now offered itfelf of determining, 
whether animals contribute to the production of this influence by 
means of any other property than their moifture. With this view, 
I employed various moift fubftances, in which there could be no 
fufpicion of life, to conftitute, with one or more metals, different 
from that of the coatings of the mufcle and nerve, a connecting 
medium between thofe coatings, and found that they produced the 
fame effect as my body. A fingle drop of water was even fuffi- 
cient for this purpofe ; though, in general, the greater the quantity 
of the moifture which was ufed, the more readily and powerfully 
were contractions of the mufcle excited. But, if the mutual ope- 
ration of metals and moifture be fully adequate to the excitement 
of an influence capable of occafioning mufcles to contract, it fol- 
lows, as an immediate confequence, that animals aét by their moif- 
ture alone in giving origin to the fame influence in Mr. Galvani’s 
experiments, unlefs we are to admit more caufes of an effect than 
what are fufficient for its production.’ P. 250. 


To anfwer the fecond queftion, various metals were uleds 
and the faét is determined to be, 


¢ That as far as the contraction of mufcles is a teft, whether the 
influence exifts or not, and we have no other, it is never excited, 
when twe metals, or one metal and charcoal are neceflary for this 
purpofe, unlefs thefe fubftances touch each other, and are, alfo in 
contaé&t with fome of the fluids formerly mentioned.’ P. 253. 


The laft queition is anfwered in the affirmative, and, it 
Y4 fhould 
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fhould feem, juftly, if, as it is afferted, the conduGors of this - 
influence, and thofe of electricity, are altogether the fame. 
The queftions admit however of farther inveftigation ; and we 
fhall have, we prefume, another opportunity ‘of conf idering 
the fubject before it can be looked upon as brought to a 
conclufion. 

Art, XII. Obfervations on the Stru€ture of the Eyes of 
Birds. By Mr. Pierce Smith, Student of Phyfic. 

The fuperiority of fome birds in vifion over other animals 
renders an inquiry into the ftructure of their eyes an objeét 
of juft curiofity. ‘Ihe writer of this article has paid confider- 
able attention to the fubjt& ; and as there is a fingularity in 
their ftructure, not hitherto noticed, we fhall prefent it to our 
readers in his own words— 


‘In March, 1792, I obferved, while diffeAing the eyes of birds, 
an irregular appearance, of the {clerotica, in that part of it which 
iminediately furrounds the cornea, and which in them is generally 
flat. On amore minute examination, it appeared to be fcales lying 
over each other, and which appeared capable of motion on each 
other. Thefe appearances I fhewed to Dr. Fowler, of London, 
and likewife to. Mr. Thomfon, furgeon, Edinburgh. In June, 
this paper was copied out at my requeft, by Mr. Irving, who re- 
fided in the fame houfe with me. On inveftigating this fingular 
firu€ture, the fcales were found to be of bony hardnefs, at leaft 
much more fo than any other part of the fclerotica, On the in- 
fide of the f{clerotic coat of the eye there was no appearance of 
thefe fcales, that part of it being fimilar to the reft of the fclero- 
tica, Tendinous fibres were deteéted fpreading over the {cales, 
and terminating at laft in forming the four reéti mufcles belonging 
to the eye, fo that, upon the contraction of thefe mufcles, motion 
of the fcales would be produced. This-imbricated appearance of 
part of the fclerotica, and the deteGtion of the tendinous fibres 
Spreading over {cales terminating at laft in the four reéti mufcles, 
led me to confider the ufe of this ftru¢ture, what would be the ef- 
fet of motion of the fcales upon the vifion of birds, and how far 
this can be applied to other animals. 

* It isa faé&t fo well known to perfons acquainted with optics 
that it is almoft unneceflary to mention it, that the rays of light, 
paffing through a lens, will be refraéted to a point or focus beyond 
the lens, and this focus will be lefs diftant i in proportion as the lens 
approaches toa fphere in fhape. Now this principle is very natu- 
rally applied to the explanation of the ufe of this apparatus. Thefe 
fcales ly ing each partly over the next, fo as to allow of motion, will, 
on the contraction of the reéti mufcles inferted into, and covering 
them, move over each other, and thus the circle of the fclerotica 
will be diminifhed, and of courfe the cornea, w hich is immediately 
within 
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within the circle made by thefe fcales, will be prefled forwards, or 
in other words rendered more convex,.and thus the focus of the 
eye becomes altered, its axis being elongated. This conitruétion, 
and confequent convexity of the cornea, muft render fmall objeés 
near the animal very diftiné. 

‘ On thefe mufcles relaxing, the elafticity of the fclerotic coat 
will reftore the cornea to its original flatnefs; it thus becomes 
fitted for viewing objeéts placed at a greater diftance from the eye, 
and this will be in proportion to the degree of relaxation.’ r, 263. 


This difcovery will lead t6 a farther examination of this 
organ in other animals, and thence to a better knowledge of 
the human eye, the right ufe of many of whofe matfcles is as 

et far from being completely afcertained. 

Art. XIII. Obfervations on the beft Methods of producing 
artificial Cold. By Mr. Richard Walker. 

Thefe obfervations will be found very ufeful to all perfons 
whofe bufinefs or pleafure it is to produce different degrees of 
artificial cold. Various mixtures are examined ; and the refult 
of them (the temperature of the air being 50°) is given in the 
following table, which will be ufeful to thofe of our readers 
who have not an opportunity of reading the article— 

Temperature, 
* Salts. Liquor. or cold 
produced, 
‘ Sal ammoniac 5, nitre 5 water 16 -+10° 
Sal ammoniac §, nitre 5 
Glauber’s falt 8 - 16 4° 
Nitrous ammoniac t= —- | 4- 
Nitrous ammoniac 1, fal 
foda 1 - - — 7 
Glauber’s falt 3 - d. nitr. acid — 3° 
Glauber’s falt 6, fal am- 
moniac 4, nitre 2 ——_—— — 10° 
Glauber’s falt 6, nitrous 
_ ammoniac 5 - — — 14° 
Phofphorated foda g —_—- — 12° 
Phofphorated foda g, ni- 
trotis ammoniac 6 —21° 
Glauber’s falt 8 - marine acid — 0% 
. Glauber’s fale 5 - d, vitr. acid + 3°’ 


P. 279- 


Art. XTV. Obfervations on the Grafting of Trees. 

The canker and mofs in trees are attributed, and with appa- 
rently very good ground, to the decay of ftrength in them from 
age; and the folly of making grafts from old and worn-out 
trees is demontftrated, for they will never be healthy. Agzin, if 
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feed is taken from very young trees, fuch as of two or ‘three 
years old, no fruit will ever be produced. 


‘ Every cutting, therefore, taken from the apple (and probably 
from every other) tree, will be affected by the ftate of the parent 
ftock. If that be too young to produce fruit, it will grow. with 
vigour, but will not bloffom; and if it be too old, it will imme 
diately produce fruit, but will never make a healthy tree, and con- 
fequently never anfwer the intention of the planter. The root, 
however, and the part of the ftock adjoining it, are greatly more 
durable than the bearing branches ; and I have no doubt but that 
feions obtained from either would grow. with vigour, when thofe 
taken from the bearing branches would not.’ Pp. 292. 


The inhabitants of the cider counties would do well to 
attend to the obfervations in this article, as by care and ma- 
hagement they might fecure a fucceflion of healthy trees, 
inftead of permitting fuch wretched ftools to remain in their 
orchards, which are both difgraceful and unprofitable to the 
owner. 

Art. XV. On welding Caft Steel By Sir Thomas 
Frankland, Bart. F. R.S. 

* Caft fteel in a white heat, and iron in a welding heat, 
unite completely.’ A fact fo well afcertained deferves to be 
univerfally known. When it is propofed to unite the caft 
fteel and iron, they muft ‘be heated feparately, and the union 
of the parts propofed to be joined mutt be effected at a fingle 
heat.’ ‘ 

Art. XVI. The Binomial Theorem demonftrated by the 
Principles of Multiplication. By Abram Robertfon, A.M. of 
Chrift Church, Oxford, F. R. S. 

Various proofs have been given of the binomial theorem, 
which are in general fatisfaCtory, when-the power to which 
a compound number is to be raifed, isa whole number. The 
writer of this article has endeavoured to give a demonftration 
of this theorem when the index is a fraétion. As a neceflary 
preliminary he fets out with the following propofition— 


¢ The product arifing from the multiplication of any number of 
quantities into one another, continues the fame in value, in every 
variation which may be made in the arrangement of the quantities 
which compole it. Thuspx9XrXscpgrssespgr= 
pigvy = pgsr = any other arrangement of the fame quantities.’ 
P. 300. 


This propofition is demonftrated by a reference to the 
number of fquares in a rectangle, whofe fides are reprefented 
-by his given letters. Such a mode of demonftration appears 
to us perfectly fuperfiuous, when the fame truth mighiomy: 
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and in a few words, have been made plain by the principles 
of algebra. 

Let pxqXrxXs=ma 
 gxrxs=— 

e"s 4 r = ? 

Multiply both fides into p 

os @XkrxrtsxXose 

Divide the firft equation by r 


a 
ee x xXsaa=— 
pxg : 


Now multiply both fides by r 

oo PRXQxXsxXr=ea 

“ PXGXrXsmqKxrXsxpr=prxqrxsxnr 
The writer now multiplies his compound terms together 





xta,x+b, x +c, «+d, &c. and obferves how the co- 
efficients of each term are formed by the multiplication of 
the preceding compound term into the feparate parts of the 
binomial, from which the truth of the rule appears as in the 
common books of algebra. To inveftigate the other, which 
js the more difficult part, namely — 





n n n n 
. = -—J -—f 
‘ That x + x! =x” + ax" +x: 2 
r r 2 
ete 


he tells us— 
¢ This will clearly appear after it has been proved that if the feries 





n n ad 
— wr ow J a apa 
ar — xr tix s gee ioe 3 
r r 2 . 
n » oak ad 
r xT xixr  % 4, &c. be multiplied by the feries 
2 3 
1 1 s 
ae 1 === I —-t ., ——3 I 
a a a a Sar +—x 
Fr r 2 r 


I 
r—* xe * atxr 3 Ly &c. the produé will be 


ati a+r 


T —_——-— 3 


r sty r 





oft a+r a ee a+r 


aalekaneS 











r 2 
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n I T. “= 2 ——=— = g 
+ + x r x r =3 x r +, &c. Or, 
r 


3 





which is the fame thing, after it has been proved that if the feries 


” ~ n—2r 
_ n —_-—! ” a—?T —_-—. 
xr 4+— 2x" + -— xX z* x 
r y r ar 


valle ia 
-+-, &c. the product will be x or -4 


att—r n--+-y—2» 
ee % + T ” + [—i/?7 « eee 
x% ° x Bn we r 
r 2r 


an+iI—%r 
zaer-—-r a+it—2r —$— 


x° x r +-, &c.’ P. 309. 








2r 3r 


Thefe two feries are now multiplied together, and the dif- 
ferent products of each line are compared together: but the 
proceis is too tedious and too intricate for the generality of 
readers. Some objections might be. made to parts of the 
reafoning : but thefe would lead us to too long a difcuilion ; 
and, inftead of adducing them at prefent, we recommend to 
the writer to examine the utility of the rule by fome aCtual 
practice,—that is, let him find the fecond root of 1 + 1, the 


fecond root of the third power of 1 + 1, and foon, 1 + 1), 





3 3 

2+ 2)°, 3+ 1 *, and fimilar numbers, bath by decimals 
and by his feries. After a little practice, he will be enabled to 
tell us how many terms of his feries fhould be ufed for dif- 
ferent compound numbers raifed to powers with fraétional 
indexes,—what will be the difference on making the leaft 
number in the compound term the firft or fecond number, in 
confidering 4 as made up of 3 + 1or1 + 33 and perhaps this 
examination may lead him to a conviction, that the rule is of 
little or no ufe whatever, and that,- without fome cautions, 
which remain for lim to point out to us, it may be extremely 
fallacious. 

Art. XVII. Experiments and Obfervations to inveftigate 
the Nature of a kind of Steel, manufaétured at Bombay, and 
there called Wootz: with. Remarks on the Properties and 

Compofition 
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Compofition of the different States of Iron. By a 
Pearfon, M. D. F. R.S. 

This article contains an account of fome very ingenious 
experiments, from which, 


* Wootz is proved to be iron by the obvious properties; by its 
filings being attracted by the magnet ; by its {pecific gtavity; by 
its affording nothing but fulfate of iron, hydrogen gaz, and a tri- 
fling refidue, on folution in diluted fulphuric acid.’ P. 337. 


Having determined that wootz is principally iron, our 
writer next aflayed the {pecies of iron to which this fub- 
ftance approaches the neareft ;—and, to do this, he enumerates 
the properties of wrought or forged iron, of fteel, and of 
crude or raw iron ; and thence he draws the conclufion, that 
wootz approaches nearer to the {tate of fteel than of raw iron; 
and he concludes— 


‘ That it is made direétly from the ore; and confequently that 
it has never been in the ftate of wrought iron. For the cake is 
evidently a mafs which has been fufed, and the grain of the frac- 
ture is what I have never feen in cement fteel before it is ham- 
mered or melted. This opinion confifts with the compofition of 
wootz, for it is obvious, that a fmall portion of oxide of iron might 
efcape metallization, and be melted with the reft of the matter. 
The cakes appear to have been cut almoft quite through while 
white hot, at the place where wootz is manufactured ; and as it is 
not probable that it is then plunged in cold water, the great hard- 
nefs of the pieces imported, above that of our fteel, muft be ims 
puted to its containing oxide, and confequently oxygen.’ P. 345. 


Art. XVIII. Defcription of a Forty-feet Refle€ting Tele- 
fcope. By William Herfchel, LL. D. F. R.S. 

The difcoveries of Herfchel, and the improvements which 
he has made in the telefcope, naturally excite a defire to fee 
his inftruments ; but whether it was neceflary to extend this 
defcription through fifty-two quarto pages, and to aid the 
comprehenfion of the reader with eighteen plates, we fhould 
have doubted, before the cabinet, which decides upon thefe 
points, had determined upon giving to their volume fo f{plen- 
did an appearance. We fhould have urged our fears, that 
the public would entertain apprehenfions that there was 
a dearth of fcientific materials in the fociety, and that the 
minute defcription and delineation of bolts, tenons, fcrews, 
beams, rollers, bracers, ladders, pins, loops, brackets, pulleys, 
collets, &c.&c. &c. though ufeful to the carpenter and black- 
fmith, would give a higher idea of its funds than its philofo- 
phy. But the decifion of the cabinet removes our fears,— 
and to the philofophers, whofe finances do not allow them to 

become 
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become purchafers of the volume, the following particulars 
may be deemed fatisfactory, ; 
The telefcope is forty feet long : the tube is thirty-nine feet 
four inches long, four feet ten inches in diameter, and ‘is 
made of rolled or fheet iron, ‘ joined together without rivets 
by akind of feaming well known to thofe who make iron 
funnels for ftoves.’ A body of fuch weight, which is to be 
moved to every point of the heavens perhaps in the courfe of 
the night, requires fome degree of contrivance to render it fit 
for its intended purpofes. Horizontal and vertical motions 
are to be given to it. For the firft, the tubé is fixed in an 
apparatus on a movable floor; this floor moves round on 
rollers, on two concentric circles; and thefe circles are 
formed on ftrong walls, whofe foundations were well fe- 
cured.. By means of thefe rollers the frame is moved with 
great eafe round and round. For the vertical motion, the 
tube is fupported by a crofs beam at a confiderable height, by 
sneans of ropes and pullies; and by thefe the end may be 
drawn up and pointed to any place in the vertical line on 
whofe plane it is at any giventime. The obferver, it is well 
known, has his back to the object, and looks down the tube ; 
confequently he muft fometimes be at a confiderable height 
in the air, and may wifh to have the tube directed to different 
points in the heavens in fucceflion. He ftands on a gallery 
fixed te the end of the tube, and a pipe goes from this 
end along the fide of the tube to a chamber at the bottom of 
the frame, for the-afliftants. ‘This pipe ferves for a {peak- 
ing trumpet, and the readinefs with which the directions 
are obeyed may be beft underftood from the author’s owa 


words— 


¢ With the affiftance of the motions that have now been de- 
fcribed, I have in the year 1789, many times taken up Saturn, 2 or 
3 hours before its meridian paflage, and kept it in view with the 
greateft facility, till 2 or three hours after the paflage ; a fingle per- 
fon being able, very conveniently, to continue both the horizontal 
and vertical motions, at the command of the obferver.’ Pp. 380. 


The firft ere€ting of the machine was doubtlefs attended 
with fome labour ; but there is nothing very extraordinary in 
it to one who has feen the contrivances for-ere€ting the mafts 
of fhips. A minute defcription is given of the mode of con- 
veying the tube to the frame,—of fixing in it the great mir- 
ror,—of raifing it by means of the pullies and ropes,—of the 
galleries in which the obferver ftands,—of the chamber for 
the afliftants,—of various parts of the apparatus, with 
which, as there is nothing of great importance in them, we 


fhall not detain the reader. The guiding of the mirror, _ 
‘ € 
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the outline of the plan of the inftrument, are doubtlefs ob- 
jeats of curiofity ; and the infertion of a variety of other par- 
ticulars may be ——— in a defcription of the inftrument 
by itsowner. The hiftory of its formation will be interefting 
to our readers, and we fhall therefore give it in the writer’s 
own words— 


¢ In the year 1783 I finifhed a very good 20-feet reflector, with 
a large aperture, and mounted it upon the plan of my prefent tele- 
fcope. After two years obfervation with it, the great advantage of 
fuch apertures appeared fo clearly to me, that I recurred to my 
former intention of increafing them ftill farther; and being now 
fufficiently: provided with experience in the work I wifhed to un- 
dertake, the prefident of our royal fociety, who is always ready to 
promote ufeful undertakings, had the gocdnefs to lay my defign 
before the king. His majeity was gracioufly pleafed to approve of 
it, and with his ufual liberality to fupport it with his royal bounty. 

‘ In confequence of this arrangement I began to conftruct the 
40-feet telefcope, which is the fubje& of this paper, about the 
latter end of the year 1785. The wood-work of the ftand, and 
machines for giving the required motions to the inftrument, were 
immediately put in hand, and forwarded with all convenient ex- 
pedition, In the whole of the apparatus none but common work- 
men were employed, for I made drawings of every part of it, by 
which it was eafy to execute the work, as I conftantly infpected 
and directed every perfon’s labour; though fometimes there were 
not lefs than 40 different workmen employed at the fame time. 

‘ While the ftand of the telefcope was preparing I alfo began 
the conftruction of the gréat mirror, of which I infpeéted the cait- 
ing, grinding, and polifhing; and the work was in this manner 
carried on with no other interruption than what was occafioned by 
the removal of all the apparatus and materials from Clay-hall, 
where I then lived, to my prefent fituation at Slough. 

* Here foon after my arrival, I began to lay the foundation, 
upon which by degrees the whole ftru€&ture was raifed as it now 
ftands ; and the {peculum being highly polifhed and put into the 
tube, I had the firft view through it on Feb. 19, 1787. I donot 
however date the completing of the inftrument till much later; for 
the firft {fpeculum, by a mifmanagement of the perfon who caft it, 
came out thinner on the centre of the back than was intended, and 
on account of its weaknefs would not permit a good figure to be. 
given to it. A fecond mirror was caft Jan. 26, 1788; but it 
cracked in cooling. Feb. 16, we recaft it with particular atten- 
tion to the flape of the back, and it proved to be of a proper de- 
gree of ftrength. Oct. 24, it was brought to a pretty good figure 
and polifh, and I obferved the planet Saturn with it. But not 
being fatisfied, I continued to work upon it till Aug. 27, 1789, 

when 
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when it was tried upon the fixed ftars, and I found it to give a 
pretty fharp image. Large ftars were a little affected with {cat- 
tered light, owing to many remaining {cratches in the mirror... 

Aug. the 28th, 1789. Having brought the telefcepe to the pa- 
rallel of Saturn, I difcovered a fixth fatellite of that planet; and 
alfo faw the {pots upon Saturn, better than I had ever feen them 
before, fo that I may date the finifhing- of the 40-feet retefeope 
from that time.’ - P. .349. 


Art. XIX. Abftract of a Regifter of the Barometer, Ther: 
mometer, and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1794. By 
~ Thomas Barker, Efq. F. R. S. 

Art. XX. An Account of the Trigonometrical Survey car- 
ried on in the Years 1791, 1792, 1793, and 1794, by Order 
of his Grace the Duke of Richmond, late Mafter General of 
the Ordnance. By Lieut. Col. Edward Williams, and Capt. 
William Mudge, of the Royal Artillery; and Mr. Ifaae 
Dalby. 

We may congratulate the public on the profpedt, that in a 
few years’ time a map of England will be publifhed, on which 
may be placed fome dependence. The government has at 
laft undertaken a tafk, which in other countries has refleéted 
honour on the names of thofe minifters who confidered it as 
part of their bufinefs to engage in works of general utility. 

rance has been accurately furveyed. In England we have 
hitherto been obliged to content ourfelves with maps in many 
places exceedingly erroneous. An account has already been 
given of the w1.< Rmatoony, of a bafe on Hounflow Heath, in- 
ftituted with a view to afcertain the diftance between the 
meridians of Paris and London. It was natural to: expect, 
that, after this objeét was accomplifhed, dur engineers would 
be employed in a more general furvey; and a minute account 
is given in this article, ‘of every thing relating to the under- 
taking. 

The bafe on Hounflow Heath was, by means.of fome inge- 
nious contrivances, meafured with glafs rods ; in the fummer of 
1791 it was again meafured with an hundred foot fteel chain; 
and the difference inthe reckoning ‘ does not amount to mote 
than three inches on a bafe exceeding five miles.” An account 
is given of the apparatus provided for this meafurement,—of 
the tranfit inftrument,—the boning telefcope,—the chains, 
—the experiments made to afcertain the relative lengths 
of the chains before and after they were ufed;—and other 
particulars relative to the commencement of the operation. 

‘In the fecond fection we have fome particulars relative 
to the commencement of the trigonometrical operation,—to 


the improvements of the great theodolite,—the angles taken 
in 
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in'the year 1792,—the progrefs of the furvey in the year 1793, 
iwith the angles taken in it,—and the fame for 1794, and the 
4ituations of the ftations. In the third fection, the apparatus 
ufed for meafuring the bafe of verification on Salifbury Plain 
with,a hundted foot fteel chain in 1794 is defcribed a table 
is given of the meafurement, and the batfe is reduced to the 
temperature of 62°. In the fourth feétion. a calculation. is 
given of the fides of the great triangles. The fifth fection 
gs * on the direction of the meridians at Dunnofe and Beachy 
Head ; and the length of a degree of aigreat circle, perpen- 
dicular.to the meridian, in latitude 50° 41.’ . The fixth: fec- 
tion treats ‘of the diftances of the {tations: from the »merir 
dians ‘of. Greenwich, Beachy Head, and Dunnofe; and:alfo 
from: thé perpendiculars to thofe meridians.’ The feventh 
fefion is on. the fecondary triangles, in which two angles 
only have been obferved. In the eighth fection are given thé 
bearings. latitudes, and.longitudes of feveral objects: andun 
the ninth fection the heights of the ftations are afcertainedy 
and fome curious remarks are made on terreftrial refraétion, 
From this part we have feleéted the following extract, as: it 
will recall to: our readers’ minds fimilar appearances under 
theit-immediate obferyationm— ©: nr mined § 


¢ It has been conje¢tured, that the variations ‘in ‘terreftrial re- 
fraction, depend on the changes in the atmofpheré indicated by the 
barometer and thermometer ; this, however, cannot be the cafe 
when the rays of light pafs near the earth's furface for any confi- 
derable diftance. M. de‘la Lande, in his Aftronomy (Art. 7erref. 
Ref.) remarks, that the mountains in Corfica are fometimes feen 
from the coafts of Genoa and Provence, but at otlier hours on the 
fame’ days, they totally difappear, or are loft as it were in the fea. 
And the late genetal Roy. frequently mentioned an inftance of exe 
traor(linary refraction, which himfeif and colonel Calderwond-obs 
férved orf Hounflow Heath,.when they were tracing out the’ bafe. 
‘Their- levelling telefcope at King’s Arbour was dire&ted towards 
Hath ptoti fioor hoofe whore 2 flagftaff. weasserected at that end of 
#Re Bale “this for 2 long-simecthey éndeaviotredin vain to difcoved, 
till at taft, very unexpectedly, it fuddenly ftarted-ap inth view, and 
{o high’ itfeemed to be lifted, that the furface of the ground where 
it ftood; became vifible, This will appear the more extraordinary, . 
when‘it i6 confidered, that a right line drawn from the eye at King’s 
Arbour to the other end of the bafe, would pafs 8 or g feet-below 
the furface. of the intermediate ground near the duke-of St. Alban’s 
Park. The following is. ftill more fingular.: »~ I-obferved,” fays 
Mr. Dalby, “ what feemed to me a very uncommon effeé of. tere 
reftrial refraction, in April 1793, as I went from Frefhwater Gate, 
in the Ifle of Wight, towards the Needles. Soon after you leave 
Cait. Rev.“VoL. XVII. July, 1796. =Z Frefhwater 
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Frefhwater Gate, you get on a ftraight and eafy afcent, which ex 
tends 2 or 3 miles; a mile, or perhaps a mile and an half beyond 
this to the weftward, is a rifing ground, or hill; and it is to be ree 
marked, that its top and the aforefaid ftraight afcent, are nearly in 
the fame plane : now in walking towards this hill, I obferved that 
its top (the only part vifible) feemed to dance up and down ina 
very extraordinary manner ; which unufual appearance however, 
evidently arofe from unequal refraétion, and the up-and-down mo- 
tion in walking; but when the eye was brought to about 2 feet 
from the ground, the top of the hill appeared totally detached, or 
lifted up from the lower part, for the fky was feen under it, This 
phanomenon I repeatedly obferved. There was much dew, and 
the fun rather warm. for the feafon, confequently a great evapora- 
tion took place at that time.” Here, and alfo on Hounflow 
Heath, the rays of light paffed near the earth’s furface a great way 
before they arrived at the eye; and it is more than probable, that 
moift vapours were the principal caufe of the very unufual refrac- 
tions: the truth of which conjecture feems to be verified by the 
following circumftance. In meafuring the bafe on Hounflow 
Heath, we had driven into the ground, at the diftance of 100 feet 
from each other, about 30 pickets, fo that their heads appeared 
through the boning telefcope to be in a right line; this was done in 
the afternoon. The following morning proved uncommonly dewy, 
and the fun fhone bright ; when having occafion to replace the te- 
lefcope, we remarked that the heads of the pickets exhibited a 
curve, concave upwards, the farthermoft pickets rifing the higheft ; 
and we concluded they were not properly driven, till in the after- 
noon, when we found that the curve appearance was loft, and the 
ebullition in the air had fubfided.’ p. 586, 


From the analyfis which we have given of this article, our 
readers mutft be fenfible of its importance ;. and an intimation 
is-given, that through the medium of the royal fociety the 
public will be made acquainted with the farther progrefs.of 
the work., The article is made rather longer than neceffary 5 
‘and perhaps. feveral minutie in fuch.a furvey might have 
been omitted: but it is better that the writer fhould err on 
the fide of prolixity than that of obfcurity. That our readers 

fee what has been done, we fhall ftate it in the. writer’s 
own words ; and the common maps will be fufficient to point 
out moft of the places ufed as ftations. But they who with 
to confult the article itfelf, will find annexed to it a very good 
map; which will be of great -ufe to'all perfons employed is 
furveying thofe parts of the country taken in by this general 
furvey. 

‘In this early ftage of the furvey, the firft objec in view, has 
been to determine the fituations of the principal points on the beg 

6 coaft, 
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toaft, and thofe objeéts which are near it. Having executed this 
refolution, the refult will fufficiently explain its importance; as it 
will be found, that by the interfections of churches, or other edi- 
fices, the coaft is laid down from Fairlight Head to Portland. Thus, 
Bexhill Church, Pevenfey Church, the ftation on Beachy Head, 
Brighthelmftone Church, Southwick Church, New Shoreham 
Church, Goring Church, Pagham Church, Selfea Church, Selfea 
Hich Houfe, Cackham Tower, and the Watch Houfe at the 
mouth of Chichefter Harbour, mark the coaft of Suffex. In like 
manner, it will be found, that the coaft of Hamphhire is laid down 
from the interfections of many rematkable objeéts, of which the 
principal ones, are South Hayling Church, Portfmouth Church, 
Calihot Caftle, Eaft Cowes Sea Mark, St. Catherine’s Light Houfe 
or Sea Mark, Afhey Down Sea Mark, the Needles Light Houfe, 
Hurft Caftle Light Houfe, with Chriftchurch Head, or, as it is 
more frequently called, Hengiftbury Head. The coaft of Dorfet- 
fhire alfo, has many places laid down :—Poole Church, Brankfea 
Caftle, the Barrow on Swyre Head near St. Albans Head, and 
Wyke Church near Weymouth. Thofe are fome of the prin- 
cipal objeéts which mark the coaft, being very near it. 

‘ Upon the commencement of the prefent bufinefs, the defign 
was to divide it into two parts ; namely, one for afcertaining:di- 
ftances from the triangles, whofe angles were to be obferved with 
the large theodolite ; and the other, the interior furvey of the coun- 
try, in which a fmail inftrument, made upon the fame plan with 
the great one, was intended to be ufed.. This inftrument being now 
nearly finifhed, that defign will be carried into execution ; and as 
two or three hundred fingle bearings have been taken from the dif» 
ferent ftations, which cannot at prefent be made ufe of, an impor- 
tant addition will be made to the number of places already fixed, 
independent of others, whofe fituations will be determined with it, 
in the courfe of the furvey. The refult of this, as well as the other 
parts of the trigonometrical operation, will be given to the public, - 
in the Philofophical Tranfa@tions. And fhould it be difcovered, 
from the ufe of the fmall inftrument, that any of the fecondary trian- 
gles are erroneous, fuch errors will be correéted, as well as any er- 
rata which we may find in this account. 

* From the inftructions given to thofe who have the honour to 
be employed in this undertaking, namely, to confider the furvey of 
the fea coaft, in the firft Qage of the bufinefs, their principal objeét, 
the defign is to carry on a feries of triangles to the land’s end. For 
that purpofe, there are already five new ftations fele€ted; two in 
the Ifle of Portland ; one on Charton Common, near Lyme; an- 
other on Pilfden Hill, near Broad Windfor, and the other on a hill 
near Mintern ; all in Dorfetfhire. How thofe ftations conne& 
with each other, will be eafily feen, on having recourfe toa map. 


The diftances between the {tations in Portland, and that on Charton 
Z 2 Common, 
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Common, will ferve as bafes for fixing the points on the coaft of 
Devonfhire, and the fide Charton Common and Pilfden Hill will 
connect with the high land-near Honiton.’ Pp. 589. 


— 





P. Virgilit Maronis Opera, Locis Parallelis ex Antiquis Scripe 
toribus et Annetationum Deleétu illufirata, in Ufum Fuven- 
tutis. Accedunt Tabula Geographica, et Index Maittatrianus, 
Oxonit e Typographeo Clarendoniano. 2 Vols. 8vo. 65, 


Large Paper; Wise 1795+ 


T° introduce a critique on a new edition of Virgil, witha 
pompous difplay of the merits of that celebrated poet, 
would be an inftance of abfurd fupererogation. His literary 
chara€ter is well known; and the frequent comparifons be- 
tween him and the Grecian bard have eftablifhed the refpec- 
tive excellencies of each. ‘To Homer may be allowed the 
chief praife of inventive genius: his productions are animated 
with fre and energy, and marked with fublimity and pathos. 
Virgil exhibits a {maller portion of enthufiafm than his ad- 
mirtd model; but he difplays a greater degree of art and 
polifh. He avoids the exuberances and excrefcences of Ho- 
mer, and purfues a more equable courfe of pomp and majef- 
ty. His works prefent the appearance of a plain, improved 
by labour and culture, yet by no means deficient in the attrac- 
tions of natural beauty; while thofe of Homer may be com- 
pared to a country lefs adorned by art, but more replete with 
ftriking objets, with fcenes of wild grandeur, and with fitu- 
ations of romantic fublimity. 
_ The editions of the works of Virgil have been extremely 
numerous. They were firft committed to the prefs at Rome, 
under the aufpices of pope Paul II. in the year 1469; from 
which time to the prefent, they have annually appeared in 
-various forms, and with different degrees of accuracy. The 
firft critic who highly diflinguifhed himfelf by his emendations 
of the vitiated text of this author, was Nicholas Heinfjus, 
who flourifhed in the lait century, and whofe edition long 
ferved as a model to his philological fucceflors. But the edi- 
tion which has been moft read in France and Great Britain, 
is that of the Jefuit Dela Rue, who was employed by Louis 
XIV. as ane of the expofitors of the claflics for the ufe of 
the dauphin. Among the more recent editors, profeflor 
Heyne, of the univerfity of Gottingen, bears the principal 
rank. 
_ With regard to the edition now under our review, ;we are 
informed in the Preface, that the idea of it was not fuggefted 
by motives of pedantic oftentation, but that it was undertaken 


> with 
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with the fole aim of being truly ufeful to claffical ftudents, 
particularly to thofe of the univerfity ; and that the form and 
extent of the book, and the notes with which the text is il- 
‘Juftrated, were proportioned and adapted to thatend. We 
are, however, of opinion, that a great part of the annotations 
might have been omitted withoutinjury to the work, and with- 
out the leaft obftruction to the improvement of the learner. 
We allude to thofe notes which contain parallel paflages, 
quoted at length from ancient writers, particularly from Ho- 
mer, whofe works are to be found in every feminary of clafli- 
cal inftruction. A mere reference to thefe paffages would, 
we think, have been fufficient. At the fame time, it may be 
ebferved, that the Oxonian editor has, in general, avoided 
the abfurdity of Dr. Clarke, who, in his notes upon Homer 
(many of which are, indeed, learned and ingenious), has fre- 
quently quoted, as imitations of that poet, natural thoughts 
and obvious expreflions, which might have occurred to Vir- 
gil, if he had never read the Iliad or the Odyfley. 

The editor has principally followed the accurate text of 
Heyne; and he has profefiedly borrowed many of the notes 
from the labours of that learned critic. He is not, however, a 
tranfcriber, or a fervile imitator. He has reje&ted, in feve- 
ral inftances, the antiquated orthography of the German 
philologift, who has not himfelf followed a, certain rule in this 
refpect. While Heyne writes adcipe, conplecfor, inmifi, inre- 
parabile, &c. the new editor prefers accipe, complecior, im- 
mifi, irreparabile, &c. and, as the latter pratice, befides 
being eftablifhed in the majority of editions of Roman claflics, 
may be deemed more confiftent with foftnefs and harmony of 
found, it feems advifable to retain it. The notes, where they 
are borrowed from Heyne, are confiderably altered, and pro- 
perly abridged ; and, if a greater number of concife explana- 
tory annotations had been introduced inftead of long and 
unneceilary quotations, the work would, perhaps, have been 
more acceptable, as well as more beneficial, to the perfons for 
whofe ufe it was intended. 

In a furvey of the Eclogues, as given in this edition, we 
do not obferve any thing which ftrongly claims our attention, 
or which merits a fpecific remark. In the Georgics we find 
fome ufeful notes, and appofite, though tedious, illuftrations. 
It is to be wifhed, that fome perfon who unites a {kill in agri- 
culture with the attainments of literature, would undertake 
a regular commentary on this admirable didactic poem. 

At the opening of the AEneid, we meet with the four 
lines (beginning, I/le ego, qui quondam, &c.) which have by 
fome been atorihed to Virgil but which may rather be fup- 
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pofed to owe their origin to the licentious prefumption of one 
of the earlier commentators. Though they are printed in 4 
different character from the reft of the work, as not being 
certainly known to have been the effufions of Virgil, we think 
that a note on the fubjeét would have been expedient, if it 
was not deemed proper to omit the lines. 

To the firft book of this poem, the notes of real explana- 
tion are not very important; and they are fo thinly fcattered 
through ‘a fea of quotation, that a paflage in this part of the 
fEneid will not be inapplicable to the’ occafion :— 


* Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto.’ 


Proceeding to the fecond book, we obferve that the Troades 
and Hecuba of Euripides have fupplied the editor with ce- 
pious notes ;—that the verfes of Homer continue to fwell his 
pages; and that Aifchylus and other authors have furnifhed 
occafional aid. ‘The other books neither require, nor admit, 
7 obfervations. 

o enter into a detail of criticifm on this work, after the 
remarks which we have already made, will be unneceflary, 
Suffice it to add, that it is an accurate edition; and that, to 
thofe who are defirous of a collective difplay of parallel and 
illuftrative paffages from the moft celebrated authors of anti- 
quity, the notes will be amufing and inftrudtive. 





A concife View of the Hiftory of Religious Knowledge, from the 
Creation of the World to the Efiablifhment of Chriftianity. 
Intended as an Introduétion for Young Perfons and Others, 
to a proper Apprehen/fion of the Origin, Progre/s, Principles, 
and final Settlement of the Chriftian Church ; on the Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures. By a Clergyman of the Church 
of England. 1i2mo. 3s. Boards. Robinfons. 1795. 


"THE avowed defign of this publication is to prefent the 
reader with a comprehentfive hiftory of religion, from the 

creation of the world to the fourth century of the vulgar era. 

The compilation itfelf was originally made for the conveni- 

ence and inftruction of a private family; and as it appeared 

likely to be of ufe to young perfons at large, it was upon that 

account publifhed. 

The author adds— 


© It feems probable, however, that to various defcriptions of 
religious readers {uch a connected view of the fubjeét will not be 
efteemed unacceptable: feeing that it is neither fo prolix, as to be 
capable of fatiguing even youthful minds, nor yet fo concife, ag 
not 
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not to afford to others alfo a commodious plan and fummaiy of that 
great fyftem of Divine Benevolence, to which it is intended only as 
a compendious introdu¢tion.’  p. ii. 


This fummary is comprifed under the following titles— 


¢ Part the Firft. Of God, and the Creation,—Of Sin,—Of 
the Corruption of Mankind; and of the Flood,—Of the Law of 
Nature, as diftinguifhed from Revelation,—Of the Patriarch Abra- 
ham,—Of the other Patriarchs,—Of the Slavery in Egypt,—Of the 
Paffover,—Of the Journey in the Wildernefs,—Of the Ten Com- 
mandments,— Of God’s Covenant with the Ifraelites, and of the 
written Law,—Of the Rebellions in the Wildernefs,—Of the laft 
Words of Mofes,— Of the Settlement of the People in the pro- 
mifed Land,—Of Idolatry—-Of David and the Mefliah,—Of So- 
lomon and Wifdom,— Of the Defe¢tion of the Ten Tribes,—Of 
the Prophets,—Of the Prophecies,—Of the Captivity at Babylon, 
—Of the Reftoration of the Jews, after the Captivity,—Of the 
Maccabees, 





¢ Part the Second. Of the State of the World at our Saviour’s 
coming,—In what Manner he was expected by the Jews,—Of the 
Birth of Jefus Chrift,—Of the Infancy of Jefus Chrift,—Of John 
the Baptift,—-Of the Call of the Apoftles,—Of the Miracles of 
Jefus Chrift,—Of the Moral Character of Jefus Chrift,—-Of the 
Doétrine of Jefus Chrift,—the Trinity, and Incarnation,—Of the 
Love of God and of our Neighbour, —Of Grace and Prayer,—Of 
the State of the Faithful in this World,—Of the Life of the World 
to come,—Of the Enemies of Jefus Chrifl,—Of the laft Supper, 
—Of the Paffion of Jefus Chrift,—Of the Crucifixion,—Of the 
Refurreétion and Afcenfion of Jefus Chrift,—Of the Defcent of 
the Holy Ghoft,—Of the Church at Jerufalem,—Of the Perfecu- 
tion of the Jews, and the Converfion of the Samaritans,—Of the 
Converfion of the Gentiles,—Of the Foundation of Churches,— 
Of the Deftruction of Jerufalem,—Of the Lives of the Apoftles,— 
Of the Perfecutions,—Of the Confeffors, Saints, and Martyrs,— 
Of the Peace and Settlement of the Church.’ 


The eleventh fection here follows, as an example of the 
author’s manner— 


© Of God's Covenant with the Ifraelites ; and the Written Law.— 
God gave Mofes many other very falutary laws, whereby to regu- 
late their temporal affairs, determine differences, and punifh crimes. 
He added to them feveral precepts relating to morality, and fome 
ceremonies concerning the manner of religious worfhip. Befides 
the fabbath, he ordered three great feftivals, at which all the Ifrael- 


ites were required to prefent themfelves before him; the Paffover, 
Z4 when 
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when they were to facrifice a lamb, and eat unleavened bread in 
commemoration of their coming out of Egvpt; Pentecoft, that is, 
the fiftieth day after the Paffover,, which was the day on which 
they had received the law, and upon which they were to offer 
their firft fruits; the third feaft was the feaft. of Tabernacles, 
in commemoration of their journeying through the wilderne(s. 
Mofes having committed all thefe laws to writing by God’s or- 
der, read them to the people, together with the promifes which 
God had given to put them in pofléffion of the land cf Canaan, 
and to pour down bleffings on them, if they would obey and fol- 
low his commands. This the people promifed to perform ; and 
Mofes took of the blood of the viétims, which he had facrificed, 
and {prinkled them with it, faying, ‘ this is the blood of the cove- 
nant, which God has made with you.” Thus was the covenant 
folemnly confirmed and renewed which God had made with Abra- 
ham; the figure of a more perfect covenant; in refpeét to which, 
the blood of thefe facrifices aptly repreiented that of our bleffed 
Saviour. 

© Mofes afcended afterwards into the mount again, where he 
continued forty davs, having intercourfe with God; and’ there re- 
ceived orders and direétions for the making of the ark of the cove- 
nant, and the tabernacle. This ark was a cheft of very fine wood, 
covered within and without with gold, and overthz adowed with two 
cherubims ;—the two tables of the law were kept in it. The ta- 
bernacle was a magnificent tent, in which the ark was placed, toge- 
ther with a golden candleftick of feven branches, a table for the 
fhew- bread, and a little altar whereon to ofierincenfe; the table and. 
the altar were covered with gold. Before the door of the tabernacle 
flood the altar for the facrifices, which were to be offered by Aaron 
and his fons. For Mofes received orders from God to get particu- 
lar habits and. fine ornaments made for them, and to confecrate 
them priefts.; commanding that this offce fhould be confined to 
Aaron’s family. All the reft of the tribe of Levi was confecrated 
to God, to affitt the priefts in their offices. The tabernacle was a 
kind of building, in form of a tent, ferving as a portable temple, 
to be the token of God’s covenant, and a teftimony of his prefence 
in the midft of his people, during ali this journey.’ Pp. 50. 





Lhe Subjlance of a Speech made in the Houfe of Peers on Friday, 
— 13,1796, byibe Earl of Lawler dale, on the Subjeé? of 
be National Finances: 4to. 2s. 6d. Robinfons. 1796. 


MaAxy of our readers may have obferved, in the newf- 
papers, motions for the produétion of certain documents 
relating to finance, and in a following pap Sf an article pur- 
porting that tiefe documents are laid upom the table. They 
. are 
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are produced indeed, and they lie upon the table: and, if they 
are printed as fome are, they find few to read, and ftill fewer 
to underftand them. ‘The noble author of the pamphlet be- 
fore us deferves the thanks of the nation for the attention 
which he has paid to the fubje€&t :—and if all the members of 
both houfes were as itrictly attentive to this moit effential 
duty of a member of parliament, it would be impollible to 
render the full comprehenfion of every quettion relating to 
finance above the capacity of any boy who underftands mer- 
chants’ accompts. We afferted this in a former Review *, 
and we fee no reafon to alter our opinion. Mr. Vanfittart 
may contradiét Mr. Morgan, and lord Auckland do the fame 
to the earl of Lauderdale :—the difference in their refpective 
{tatements may amount to feveral millions:—yet we do affirm, 
that this muft arife either from ignorance, which we cannot 
impute to any of the calculators,—or to a defign in them to 
deceive the public,—or toa ftatement of accompts fimilar to that 
given in by a fraudulent bankrupt. We confequently differ 
materially from the worthy author of the {peech before us, 
in fuppofing that his anxiety in {peaking ought to be aug- 
mented by a § fenfe of his own inability to execute the tak.’ 
We on the contrary conceive that his abilities are much fu- 
perior to this and fimilur undertakings; and if he was 


‘ Unaccuftomed till of late to attend to the minute details of 
finance, and compelled ‘by a fenfe of duty to advance opinions in 
dire&t oppofition to thofe who profefs to have {pent their lives in 
the fiudy of this intricate fcience, and who have eftablifhed? their 
reputation upon the idea of their poffeffling a fund of minute and 
technical knowledge on this topic,’ (P. 2.) 


he had no reafon to feel any ‘ apprehenfion in fubmitting his 
opinion to their criticifm, and their lordthips’ confideration.’ 
The intention of the fpeech is to open the eyes of the 
public on their prefent fituation, and to fhow them what mutt 
be the inevitable confequences of the war in which we are’ 
engaged. The future peace eftablifhment is eftimated at 
20,596,765]. and this by a mode of reafoning upon documents 
produced, which it will not be ealy to controvert. Believing 
the ftatement of his lordfhip to be within rather than without 
the mark, and agreeing fully with him that the nation was 
properly called upon to confider the confequences of its con- 
duct, we think, that, without entering into the fubject, the mi- 
nifters had a ready znfwer to the inference, which wiil ap- 
pear tremendous to every lover of his country. We allow 
(they might fay) that the future peacé eflablifhment will be 





* See Review for June, p. 2136 
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20,§96,7651.—we allow that this war muft increafe the na- 
tional expenfes, and that thefe expenfes are greater than thofe 
which any nation in the fame period of time ever incurred :~ 
but the war is abfolutely neceffary ; and, whatever may be the 
future confequences, we muft continue the profecution of it. 
To this a reply might be made, that the war was unjuft in its 
principle, or, if there had been fome aggreflion on the part of 
the enemy, the effufion of human blood, and the immenfe ex- 
penfe to which the nation has been put, might have been 
avoided by a negotiation, which was not thought improper 
when the Spaniard infulted us at Falkland Iflands and Nootka 
Sound. Secondly, allowing the war to be juft in its princi- 
ple, the conduct of it has been moft difgraceful. When vic- 
tory rode triumphantly with the late earl of Chatham, profu- 
fion was in her train, but honour was her companion. 
Difgrace has feated herfelf by the fon: thoughtleffnefs and 
extravagance attend on her fteps. If the father had been de- 
feated in all his undertakings, pofterity would have done juf- 
tice to the’grandeur of his plans ;—if the fon had fucceeded 
in all his meafures, they would have ftill retained the marks 
of a weak and little mind. On thefe oppofite fentiments of 
the minifter and his antagonifts, pofterity will ftamp its im- 


partial decifions and, though we fhall not venture to deter- 
mine for pofterity, we may fafely prognofticate, that there 
will be fcarce any bounds to the praife or cenfure which it 
beftows upon the prefent adminiftration. 

The earl ftates the grounds on which he builds his opinion,. 
that our peace eftablifhment will amount to fo great a fum— 


* In offering to your lordfhips my conjectures concerning our 
future expences, I muft remind you that I have already Rated my 
reafons for thinking it abfurd to fpeak of fifteen millions as our 
probable expenditure if the bleffings of peace were reftored to us, 
and the grounds on which I conceive that the loweft eftimate I 
can with juftice make of our laft peace eftabliihment is not what © 
the committees fancied it would be, but what it actually proved to 
be on an average of five years, fixteen millions eight hundred and 
fixteen thoufand pounds *.’ Pp. 32, 





—— 


¢ * Total expence incurred in § years under the heads of Intereft, Charges 
of the National Debt—Intereft of Exchequer Bills—Civil Lift—Charges on 
the Aggregate and Confolidated Funds—Navy—Army—Ordnance — Militia 
—Mifcellanecus Services—Appropriated Duties and Annual Payment to the 
Sink ng Fund. 
For the year 1786, £- 16,720,543 
1787, 16,620,783 
1788, 16,800,796 » Average £. 16,816,985." 
1789, 17,030,204 
179% 46,912,597 
: To. 
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To this are added two hundred thoufand: pounds, annually 
voted to the finking fund, —five hundred thoufand pounds ad- 
ditional peace eftablifhment, for half-pay, barracks, telegraphs, 
&e. &c. To this add the intereft of the debt already in- 
curred, and which will probably be incurred before the con- 
clufton of the war; and no doubt is likely to rife in the mind 
of a reafonable man, that his lordfhip’s opinion is well 
founded. 

What the future expenfe of the war may be, it is not eafy 
to determine :—its expenfe in 1795 may be feen from the fol- 
lowing table— : 


© WAR EXPENCE 1795. 








Navy. ARMY. OrDNANCE. 

Eftimate ££. 6,055,523] Eftimate £. 8,610,390] Eftimate + 1,436,8 
Navy debtin- -~ Deduct Land- 68 - Exceeding £, tet 36,00g 
curred 1795, > 7,500,000] grave’s debt } 9°5°! fea fervice 102,421 
about ————- | 1795 
Received for 8,541,540 | Ditto land or 
the fervice Extraordina- ane. fervice 1795 } 702,04 
of the navy my an} Ties 3795 }seesro73t Received 

from the 1771373) Received from vote of > 40,000 
vote of cre- from vote of + 2,200,000] credit 

dit credit — 

—_—_— —_———— | Total ord- 

Total navy £. 13,726,896 | Total army £.15,799,271 | nance he 71344271 











Total navy, army, and ordnance, £. 31,867,438. 


The war expence 1795 was ftated by lord Grenville as not exceeding twen- 
ty fix or twenty-feven millions.—By Lord Auck!and, loofely, at a much fmaller 
fum.” P. 7. ‘ 

A circumftance of a very alarming nature js laid before 
the public in the following table (P. 11.)— 
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The houfe of commons is to determine on the expenditure 
of the public money. Mr. Pitt agreed to the very high lan- 
guage ufed upon this occafion not many years ago: and, if 
there is mifconduét, his is much greater than that of any, of 
his predeceflors. 


‘ Extracts from the report of the committee of the houfe of 
commons 1782, of which Mr. Pitt was a member : 

“ Your committee cannot help obferving, that the enormous 
amount of extraordinaries in the foregoing account, incurred with- 
out the confent of parliament, is an abufe of the moft alarming 
nature, enabling minifters to deceive the nation, by keeping back 
the great expence of the war, and concealizg thereby the extent of 
its engagements. It has been {tated by parliament, when the ob- 
jet was inconfiderable to what jit was at prefent, as a dangerous 
invafion of the rights, and little differing from levying money 
without the confent, of parliamcat. The dgbt js not only incurs 
red, but paid alfo, by the fole authority of the minifter, and that 
too out of money appropriated to other fervices, leaving no option 
to the houfe when the account comes before them.” 

* Extract from Hatfel’s precedents of proceedings in the houfe 
of commons, title Supply.’ 

‘“« There was a degree of negligence or extravagance, or both, in 
thofe who had the conduct of the war department, which rendered 
all the votes of the houfe of commons, or bills for appropriating 
the fupplies, ridiculous and nugatory. -The fums demanded upon 
the head of extraordinaries of the army incurred and not provided 
for, during this period, fell not very much fhort of the whole fum 
voted by Parliament upon eftimate for that fervice; nay, in the 
year 1782 they appear to have actually exceeded them. ‘This was 
fuch a fhameful proftitution of the money of the public, that, 
though perhaps the diftance, and magnitude, and nature of the 
American war might be pleaded as fome alleviation and excufe for 
the generals abroad who commanded, or for the minifters at home, 
who ought to have controuled thefe commanders, nothing can juf- 
tify the houfe of commons who permitted this practice to continue 
uninterrupted through feveral feflions ; and whofe more immediate 
duty it was to have examined into the contracts and other fervices 
pretended to have been performed, and to have pointed out and pu- 
nifhed thofe frauds and abufes which were afterwards with no great 
difficulty, deteéted by the commiflioners of public accounts.” 
P.. 12. 


In oppofition to our author’s fentiments, lord Auckland 
makes a comparifon between certain circumftances in the 
years 1795-6, and fimilar ones in the years 1783-4, on which 
the earl declares— 


‘I mut 
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« { muft affert that a ftatement more ftrained in its items, moré 
‘ ealculated to deceive by its refult, never was exhibited upon any 
occafion.” P. 14. 


And to this declaration of the earl our regard for truth com- 
pels us to affent.. The price of confols is ftated by the baron 
to have been in 1784 at 55, but in 1796 at 66. hat is the 
true inference from thefe pofitions? During a courfe of 
years the ftocks had been falling, and’ in 1784 were at their 
minimum ; in 1796, the ftocks, at the period taken by the. 
baron, were falling, — have continued fince that time to fall,— 
and, reafoning from ‘the events of the American war, they 
mutt continue to fall for a confiderable time, before they ar- 
rive at their minimum. In the years 1783-4 the nation was 
jut emerging from its difficulties,—in 1796 it is plunging 
ftill deeper into them. In 1783-4 money was wanted for the 
increafing demands of trade and manufacture,—in 1796 mo- 
ney is withdrawn from trade, and employed in ftockjobbing 
fpeculations. In both periods the true value of a hundred 
pounds fhould not be confidered, as is too frequently the 
cafe, by the nominal fums 55 and 66, but by the produce of 
thofe fums in the general fcale of commodities ; and fifty-five 
pourids in the year ‘1783-4 would produce far more than 66 
or even 70 pounds in the prefent year. 

Other fallacies in the baron’s ftatement are judicioufly 

inted out by our author :—one on our exports and imports 
deferves ferrous confideration— 


* The total value of the exports and imports in 1795 exceeds 
the total value of the exports and imports in 179t by feven mil- 
lions ; but inftead of finding that there has arifen from this any in- 
creafe of revenue, the taxes exifling in 1791 have fallen fhort in the 
year 1795 to the extent of upwards of eight hundred thoufand 


' pounds.’ p. 16, 


The argument on exports and imports muft be very falla- 
cious, if there is the leaft difhonefty in the perfon who ftates 
them : if, for example, he fhould remit a quantity of gold as 
a loan to a foreign prince, how iniquitous it would be to 
place fuch a commodity to the accompt of exports and im- 
ports, when no value is received for the export. The fame 
might be faid of money to pay, or corn to feed, and cloathing 
for our troops abroad. Thus alfo the baron argues for our flou- 
sifhing ftate, from the difference in the total number of fhips 
belonging to the Britith empire in 1789, and 1795. In the 
former year there were vefiels, 14,310,—tons, 1,395,074,— 
men, 108,962 ; in the latter, veflels 16,802,—tons 1,589,162, 
—men 119,194: bug the baron has forgotten to flate to us 

how 
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how many of thefe veffels and men are employed folely in the 
fervice of the war. 

The limits of our Review .will not permit us to examine 
many other paflages in the fpeech before us: but it gave us 
no fmall pleafure to perceive that the documents before the 


houfe of lords had been examined with fuch attention; and ~ 


we hope that the noble earl will continue his affiduity,—that, 
without withing to favour either party, we may be enabled to 
announce to the public a plain ftatement of the national income 
and expenditure. 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


FINAN C E. 


The Decline and Fall of the Englifh Syftem of Finance. By Thomas 
Paine, Author of Common Senfe, American Crifis, Rights of Man, 
Age of Reafon, Sc. 8vo, 15. Eaton. 1796. 


6 apne are two modes of putting an end to the Englith fyftem of 

finance,—the firft the honeft mode, of retrenching the expenfes 
of government, and entering intoa fyftem of ftri& economy, by which 
after a certain feries of years the debt will be paid off; and pofteri- 
ty will be too wife to permit any minifter whatever to propofe fo 
ridiculous a thing, as tc mortgage the property of the next genera- 
tion, Of this mode there is n@t a man, we prefume, fo vifionary 
as to expect its adoption by the prefent race of Englifhmen. The 
other mode, the difhoneft mode of putting an end to our fyftem of 
finance, is by profufion and extravagance to wafte the public money, 
by continuing upon the old {cheme of borrowing till at laft the 
taxes grow fo very oppreflive that the people refufe to pay them 
any longer,-and leave the proprietors of ftock in poffeflion of waite 
paper. That this mode is the moft likely to take place, few peo- 
ple will deny : but the amount of the debt which will occalion the 
firft commotion, cannot be afcertained ; and other events indepen- 
dent of the greatnefs of the debt may introduce a ftate of bank- 
ruptcy. 

Mr. Paine prognofticates that we are upon the very verge of 
bankruptcy, and that Mr. Pitt, if he fhould attain to a moderate 
age, will fee the end of our funds. There have been fo man 
prophecies of this kind, that, even if this came from higher autho- 
rity, it would not prevent many from dabbling in the ftocks ; and 
though we do not by any means think that the event foretold by 
our author is improbable, we do not lay very great ftrefs on his 
mode of reafoning. He confiders the origin and progrefs of our 
funds :—they have exifted about a hundred years, in which time 

there 
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there have been fix wars, each increafing in expenfe upon the 
other in a certain feries, fo that any term is equal to the whole and 
one-half of the preceding term: hence our author concludes, that 
the fucceeding wars will go on in the fame increafing ratio, and 
confequently the government muft in a ‘fhort time be unable to 
find fupplies. The feries of expente i in wars feems to us rather 
fanciful; and a more obvious mode would have brought our au- 
thor fooner to his conchufion. In the courfe of a hundred years, 
the debt has amounted to between three and four hundred mil- 
lions. This fum has accumulated chiefly in times of ‘war; and in 
the intervals of peace not twenty millions have been paid of. As 
this fum has increafed in an accelerated proportion during the lait 
hundred years, excepting only in the times of peace, the probabi- 
lity is that it will go on to.increafe in a greater accelerated ratio, 
and confequently before the end of the next hundred years it will 
be three or four times its prefent amount, fuppofing that we have 
deducted _a very large fum to be paid away in time of peace. To 
pay the intereft of this debt, exertions muft be made, which can 
hardly -bé expected froin ° a nation likely to have fo many competi- 
tors in commerce. 

Our author fuppofes that the next war will carry the debt to 
feven hundred millions,—confequently our paper money muft in- 
creafe, and, like all other paper money, when it has gone to too 
great an excefs, willlofe its value. There is fome reafon in’ this 
part of our :aythor’s argument. As long as the credit of governs 
ment is good, jits notes will circulate, and the paper of the. bank 
will be as good as gold; but the moment the cord is ftretched too 
tight, when there is too great a quantity of notes in circulation, the 
alarm will be fpread;. they will fink much below their real value, 
and their credit will probably never be again reftored. A failure 
in finances, the author rightly obferves, produces a revolution’ in 
government : this has been feen in. France, and the fame effec will 
-be produced probably from the fame caufe in every country. He 

_alfo makes:fome juft obfervatious on the bank,—and we with that 
he had extended thofe a little farther which relaté.to the connection 


. of the. bank with government. 3 ftun 


© ‘This is the ‘conneétion (he fays with great reafon) that threat- 
ens ruin to every public bank. It is through this conpeétion that 
the credit of a bank is forced far beyond what it ought to be, and 
ftill further beyond its ability to pay. It is through this connec 
tion that fuch an immenfe redundant quantity of bank notes have 
gotten into circulation ; and which, inftead of being iflued becaufe 
there was property in the bank, have been iffued becaufe there was 

none. 
¢ When the treafury is empty, which happens in almoft every 
year of every war, its coffers at the bank are empty alfo. | It isin 
this 
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this condition of emptinefs that the minifter has recourfe to emif- 
fions of what are called exchequer and navy bills, which conti« 
nually generates a new increafe of bank notes, and which are 
{ported upon the public without there being property in the bank 
to pay them.—Thefe exchequer and navy bills (being, as I have 
faid, emitted becaufe the treafury and its coffers at the bank are emp- 
ty, and cannot pay the demands that come in) are no other than an 
acknowledgement that the bearer is-entitled to receive fo much 
money. They may be compared to the fettlement of an account, 
in which the debtor acknowledges the balance he owes, and for 
which he gives a note of hand; or to a note of hand given to raife 
money upon it. 

¢ Sometimes the bank difcounts thofe bills as it would difcount 
merchants’ bills of exchange ; fometimes it purchafes them of the 
holders at the current price; and fometimes it agrees with the mi- 
nifter to pay an intereft upon them to the holders, and keep them 
in circulation. In every one of thofe cafes an additional quantity 
of bank notes get into circulation, and are fported, as I have faid, 
upon the public, without there being property in the bank, as 
banker for the government, to pay them: and befides this, the 
bank has now no money of its own; for the money that was ori- 
ginaily fubfcribed. to begin the credit of the bank with at its firft 
eftablifhment, has been lent to government, and wafted long ago.’ 
P. 33. 

The hiftory of commercial countries leads us to believe that we 
cannot be exempted from their common fate. By the exertions of 
the people, trade flourifhes,—a confiderable intereit is created, —go- 
vernment interferes aud takes commerce under its protection, be- 
comes the patron of the bank and of large commercial companies ; 
their exertions gradually decreafe ; and Venice and Genoa fhow to 
us the never-failing confequence of an alliance between commerce 
and the ftate. 

On the {mall quantity of cafh, and the very large quantity of 
notes in the kingdom, we are not inclined to give much credit to 
our author, or to thofe who oppofe him. ‘The data on either fide 
are too flender for any one to form a decifive opinion ; neither do 
we fee any reafon for the great boafts of the author, that he has ex- 
pofed our fyitem of finance to all nations, and that we mutt be in- 
evitably ruined, The fac is, that we need not a prophet to tell 
us, that if we go on in the fame extravagant career of expenfe for 
the next twenty years as we have done for the laft twenty years, 
the government cannot, any more than the old government of 
France, maintain its ground ; but the nations around knew this 
without the prophecy of Mr. Paine. He has added very little to 
our ftock of knowledge by this publication; and it was unnecéffary 
to conclude with fo much felf-appl: aufe, when his talent at felf- 
fiattery had been fo often gratified in his tormer writings. 

Crit. Rev. Vou. XVUL Fuly, i796. Aa Odjervations 
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Ob/fervations on Mr. Paine’s Pamphlet, entitled the Decline and Fall 
of the Englifh Syftem of Finance; in a Letter to a Friend, 
June 4,1796. By Ralph Broome, E/q.. 8v0. 13,6d. Debrett. 
1796. 

‘The popularity of Mr. Paine led us naturally to conclude that 
his work would have a rapid fale, and that he would be anfwered. 
Mr. Broome has done this in many places in a very judicious man- 
ner—and at other times, even when he travels out of the record, his 
obfervations difcover a thinking mind, and deferve attention. He 
makes 2 proper diftinétion between the French and American pa- 
per money and our notes, to which Mr. Paine has given the fame 
appellation. The taking of paper in England is voluntary,—in 
France it is, in America it was, compuliory, The arguments on 
the nature and ftability of the bank we leave to time to eftablith 
or refute. In laughing at the feries which Paine has laid down for 
the expenfe of our wars, our author is not very judicious :—the 
feries is fufliciently exaét; but thé framing of it did not anfwer any 
purpofe, Our author, we prefume, wifhes to be reckoned among 
the e/prits forts, when he tells us—* 1 muit confefs I never had 
much faith in prophecy, nor even in demonftration, unlefs the 
data be well fixed and determined.’ It is no mark, in our opinion, 
ofa man’s judgment, to laugh at prophecy,— but it may be allowed 
to one who has fometimes no faith in demonftration, and at others 
thinks, we prefuine, as flightly of intuition; but we would re- 
commend to him to read a few chapters of Locke, before he ven- 
tures to fpeak on fubje&s, which, by judging from the language 
quoted above, he does not feem to have ftudied with much at- 
tention. 

His remarks on the ftate of the times, we fhall quote,as they may 
give our readers a better opinion of the work itfelf— 


‘ The progrefs of the national difeafe, in my opinion, feems to 
refemble a high load of hay on a farmer’s cart in a bad road; 
rough motion and deep ruts break the balance of the load, and it 
gets a little to one fide : neglected, it foon becomes fo much more 
afide, that the carter tries all his art to draw the load upright again, 
without fuccefs; and at laft down comes the load, and involves 
the horfe and cart in the general tumble. Another fymptom of 
decay is the gradual dearnefs of provifiens, which is the unavoid- 
able effet of taxation. It is impoitible for any article of life to be 
cheap, when government muft take 20 millions out of the annual 
expenditure. We reckon about feven millions of people; every 
one mutt therefore contribute at leaft 3!. 10s. on the average to- 
wards raifing the taxes, ana the expence of collecting; but if I had 
faid sl. inftead of 31. 10s. I fhould not have overdone the efima- 
tion ; fince in many of the taxes the confumer pays one fhilling to 
put eight-pence iato the cheft of thetreafury. This, in taxation, is 
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confidered much lefs than it ought to be. Ancther evil, is the ten- 
dency which taxation has to divide the people into two claffes, the 
ftarving, though induftrious, bees, and the idle drones. The ne- 
ceflity of barracks, and the dividing of the people into foldiers and 
citizens is ominous ; and it is a bad fymptom in a ftate, when the 
people muft be reftrained by military, and not civil power. It 
dhows that there is a {pirit of difcontent and difobedience walking 
to and fro in the nation, and only leaves it as a doubt, whether 
that fpirit were raifed by {edition or oppreffion, It has a bad ap- 
pearance whea minifters calculate what the people can bear, with- 
out calculating what they do bear; and it is a difpiriting profpeét 
when the end of a war and the reftoration of peace are made to 
depend upen the ruin or bankruptcy of one nation or the other. 
It is an unpleafing, though I hope diftant profpect to the ftock- 
holder, who reflects on the little value which the heir apparent 
feems to fet on money. . Munificence becomes a monarch, but 
extravagance may ruin a kingdom. Time, however, may abate 
the paflions, and prudence may have room to flourifh. Another 
evil, is the danger of emigration, not among the artifans and la- 
bourers, but among thofe who are poffefied of barely fufficient 
to live comfortably, and whofe incomes not increafing muft every 
day become virtually lefs. To illuftrate this, a man of roool. a 
year, arifing from the funds, is not fo rich by one-fifth, as he was 
in the beginning of the war. His expences are increafed, but his 
income is not. Many of this defcription will be apt to fettle in 
France, fould that country ever afford a tranquil and cheap fet- 
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The clergy will not be pleafed with being brought among the 
plans of reform; and indeed we do net fee with what propriety 
they were introduced ;—anda the plan of taxation recommended to 
the minifter is not likely to be adopted: but we agree with our 
author in his conclufion, that Paine’s pamphlet is not calculated to 
produce much effect on the public mind, and that our author has 
advanced nothing which he does not believe himfelf. Confe- 
quently, as he fometimes cenfures all parties, we lament that his 
beit remarks will meet with the leaft approbation. 


Coup-d°Eil fur les Affienats, et fur VP Etat des Finances et des 
Reffources de la République Frangaife, au 1 Fanvier 1796. Par 
M.D'Tvernois. 4to. 25. Elmfly. 1796. 

According to M. d’Ivernois, and writers of the fame ftamp, a 
feries of the mott brilliant victories was produced at a very little 
expenfe, and in a very eafy manner. To do the fame thing over 
again, it is neceflary only to colleé together a certain number of 
printers and engravers, and to firike off a proper quantity of aflig- 
Kats,—then the carpenters muft be fent for to erect a proper num. 
ker of guillotinesys—and by the diftribution of aflignats in the ca- 
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pital, and the terror of the guillotines in the rear of the armies, fome 
hundred thoufand men will move forward with force irrefiftible. 
This feems to be the whole fyftem of the republican hiftorian of 
the revolutions of Geneva, from whofe petty fquabbles he feems to 
think himfelf entitled to fpeak with moft amazing confidence on 
every fubje& relating to the French revolution. It is needlefs to 
follow him in all his details on the affignats, and trifling remarks 
on convention fpeeches, extracted from the newfpapers. Every 
day’s experience contradiéts his prognoftications; and it would be 
trifling with the public to talk of the ruin of the French nation 
from a change in the value of its paper, when its armies on the 
Rhine and the Po are annihilating the remains of a confederacy, 
invincible only in the eyes of very puny politicians. Yet we'will 
make one extract, to give our readers a fpecimen of the author’s 
talents in reafoning— 


* Could one believe it ? Such is the ruin into which they have 
been driven by little and little by their rulers, that the whole of 
the revenues of one year are not perhaps fufficient for the aétual 
expenfe of a fingle day ; and that, fuppofing that thefe revenues 
were raifed annually to a hundred millions, this mafs of afligaats 
would correfpond only to the effeétive value of 100,000 louis d’ors, 
that is, to the 174th part of the annual revenue of Great Britain.’ 


Thus do thefe ignorant babblers talk on the refources of a na- 
tion, —confounding paper and gold with phyfical ability and ftrength. 
The increafe or decreafe of aflignats did not make the armies of 
the French, nor can their annihilation take away the breath and 
courage of the foldier. Thefe politicians do very well at a defk, 
and may manage figures with tolerable dexterity; but when they 
come to the grand energies of the human mind, by which the 
French revolution was produced, and by which it muft furmount 
every obftacle unlefs oppofed by fuperior energies, they are tofled 
about in the wide fea of conjeéture, like fhips in a ftorm without a 
rudder. They no longer fee France in the map of Europe,—they 
forget that the fun fhines, the rains defcend, the herbs vegetate, and 
above twenty millions of perfons are exifting in that country, de- 

‘termined to thed the laft drop of their blood in fupport of what they 
think (whether with reafon or not, it is not our bufinefs to deter- 
mine) their rights, their property, and their liberty. 
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Speculation ; a Comedy, in Five A&s. As performed at the Theatres 
Royal, Covent-Garden. Written by Frederick Reynolds. 8vo. 
2s. Longman. 1795. 

Tf a plot full of buftle, fome ftage effect, a variety of town cha- 


raéters, pufhed indeed to extravagance, but not void of comic 
fpirit, 





MonTuLty CaTaALocGte, 341 


fpirit,—and allufions to the fafhions and foibles of the times,—be 
calculated to fupport a piece on the theatre, Speculation may ftand 
its ground amongft the other produétions of the day. The chief 
charaéters are, Project, the Speculator, who lives by his wits, 
that is to fay, upon other people ; he, hearing that a Mr. Tanjore 
is come over from the Eaft Indies with an immenfe fortune, and 
miftaking him for a coufin of his own of the fame name, likewife 
returned from the Indies, but without a fhilling, invites him to his 
houfe, courts his favour, and forms a plan to marry him to his 
rich ward. His coufin is aware of the miftake, and humours it 
with the more alacrity, as he had been fleeced by this Projeé, 
and had the door fhut againft him before he went out to India. — 
Alderman Arable, a cit, who pretends to a tafte, and {pends a ereat 
deal of money in improvements and farming ;—his fon, a foolifh 
dafhing rake, with a great deal of the town cant ;—lady Project, 
coquettifh and avaricious, and two gentle females who give to the 
piece the proper portion of love intrigue. The moft laughable 
{cene is that where Project and Tanjore both meet in jail, and each 
imagines the other is come out of kindnefs to releafe him. Though 
the pieces of Mr. Reynolds are far inferior to regular comedy, they 
have a portion of comic humour, which, with thofe who are not 
much troubled with that faftidious quality called tafte, anfwers the 
purpofe nearly as well, The direétion of the ridicule in this piece 
againft unprincipled projectors and gamblers, would claim the thanks 
of the public, if great part of the effect was not countera¢ted by 
the good luck of Tanjore, who is relieved from his difficulties by 
his good fortune at a gaming table. 


The Days of Yore: a Drama in Three, A&s. Performed at the 
Theatre- Royal, Covent-Garden. By Richard Cumberland, B/fq. 
8vw. 15. 6d. Dilly. 1796. 


The Days of Yore carry us back to the times of the Britifh fa- 
vourite, Alfred; the fcene is Kenwith caftle, the feat of Oddune, 
earl of Devonfhire ; and the piece opens foon after a victory over 
the Danes, which has eftablifhed Alfred in the kingdom, and re- 
duced his enemies to a {tate of fervitude. The character upon 
which the intereft of the piece chiefly turns, is that of Voltimar, a 
young and noble Dane, who being reduced, by the fall of his fa» 
ther in the late battle, to the fituation of a dependent on Oddune, 
feigns madnefs, or rather imbecility, to avoid fuftaining in his own 
charaéter the infults he is expofed to, and alfo to efcape from the 
perfecutions of his mother, a woman of a high and haughty fpirit, 
who is continually inftigating him to avenge, by another appeal to 
the {word, the death of his father and the defeat of his countrymen. 
Voltimar is in love with Adela, the daughter of the earl, who is 
alone the confident of his fecret thoughts. Such is the fituation of 
the characters ; and the firft act raifes curiofity and attraéts intereft; 
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but the intereft falls off in the fubfequent ones, and the piece is 
not fuftained in the manner which from the beginning of it we 
were led tohope. Voltimar declares himfelfa thorough convert to 
the princely and heroic qualities of Alfred, and having had an op~ 
portunity of faving his life from a treacherous attack of his coun- 
trymen, is rew arded by him with the poffeffion of Adela, and a’ 
diftingnithed rank among the Englifh nobility. The yor nee 
f{cene is the beft in the piece— 


¢ (Mollo enters.) —Mollo. My lord, the foolifh Voltimar is come, 

* Adela. Better be foolifh, Mollo, than unmerciful: I hear fad tales 
of you; is it a manly aét to ftrike a harmlefs unrefifting creature? 

¢ Oddune. I have reprov’d him for it. 

‘© Adela. 1 thank you, fir; it well becomes a hero. 

* Oddune. Go, tell the Dane that we wou’d fee him here—tell 
it refpeétfully, as to the fon of one who aw’d this ifland, at whofe 
frown you wou'd have cower’d into the duit with terror—and re- 
colleét, that when, you call him foolifh, you give yourfelf the worft 
of titles; for to ftrike a fool, like infult to a woman, what is it 
but to ftamp yourfelf a cawand 3 [Exit Mollo. 

‘ ddela. Ithank you from my foul. 

* Oddune. Well, well! you have an intereft in that foul, fad 
though you have made it. I will be a friend to this poor youth 
for your fake; none fhall hurt him, when you are far away, and 
he has loft his gentle patronefs, 

¢ Adela. Oh! that is kind indeed, moft kind and charitable ; 
he will have need of comfort. 

(Voltimar appears, ufler’d in by Mollo, who bows, and retires.) 

© Oddune. Now, Voltimar, what news? 

* Felt. Good news, great fir; your fteward is grown courteaus, 
and forbears to fcoff and ftrike me-—Save you, {weet rofe! the 
dew of heaven fall on you! 

* Oddune. Love you our gentle daughter, my good fellow ? 

‘ Velt. I wou’d, mofl noble fir, did I know what love is; if 
it refembles weeping, I do that when fhe looks fad and forrowful 
as now. 

‘ Adela. Nay, Voltimar, Iam not fad, except to hear that 
Mollo is fo harfh. 

* Folt,. Pray be not fad for me; hereafter I will laugh when 
Mollo beats me, as I did once to fee afcurvy afs kick at the thun- 
der: the thunder did not heed the foolifh infult ; for ’twas an afs 
that kick’d, and the clouds were too high to be injur’d by his 
heels. 

* Oddune. ‘Talk thus, and you fhall no more be called the 
foolifh Voltimar, but Voltimar the philofopher. 

‘ Yolt, If I outlive to-morrow, I fhall merit it. (Afde.) 

* Oddune, 
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* Oddune. 
not. 

‘ Volt, I fay to-morrow will be one day more than I have yet 
outliv’d. 

* Oddune. Aye, and the happieft you have feen, we’ll hope; 
therefore array yourfelf in your beft trim, and ferew your harp yp” 
to its {prightlieft pitch, for we fhall need your minftrelfy. 

* Volt. My harp and I have quarrel'd, and are parted. 

* Oddune. Whatdo you mean? Explain yourfelf. ° 

‘ Volt. There came your fervant, Mollo, high in glee, and 
warn’d me te attend the wedding day of this your beauteous daveh- 
ter with earl Alric—I was to harp, forfooth, in his Northumbrian 
ears. —T he fummons did not pleafe me—-Was I earl Alric’s harper, 
I demanded.—At this your fervant grew in wrath, and with his ftaff 
{mote me upon the head. 

‘ A‘e.a. Impudent varlet, he deferves the death. 

* Volt. The fun was juft then glittering o'er the waves, and I 
was fitting on the fea-beat rock, greeting his rifing beams with fuch 
poor minitrelfy and humble oraifons as my fmall art could furnifh: 
ftunn’d with the ftroke, and fomewhat angry to be fo faluted, I 
took my harp, and in a.thoughtlefs moment dath’d it from off the 
rock, with all my might, into the wafte of waters—The tuneful 
victim gave one dying groan, and burft afunder; never again will 
it difcourfe fweet mufic j ; the ebbing tide wafted the fhiver’d frag- 
ments out of fight. : 

© Oddune. ’Twasa rafh a&; and had you not defeé& of reafon 
for your plea, you fhhou’d be chidden for it—but we’ll provide you 
with another harp, 

‘ Volt. I cannot play; my foul is out of tune: if I fhou'd 
touch the ftring, it wou'd not {peak. 

* Adela. Urge him no further; let his humour pafs. 

* Oddune. We do not yield to fucha ftubboru humour; let 
come what will, he fhall perform to-morrow. 

* Folt. I cannot harp to Alric, and I will not. 

* Oddune. What! not if Adela requires it of vou? 

* Volt. She is too merciful; fhe’ll not require it. 

© Oddune. But what if I command it? 

‘ Yvlt. Oh! then I'll play moft luftily to Alric, as I did once 
at Bamflete fight; the tune has flipt me, but his better recollection 
will bring it to my mind. 

* Oddune. What do you mean? Was you in Bamflete fight ? 

‘ Volt, I think I was, but I know nothing rightly; I am a 
fool with a moit witty memory; all things fall from it—even my 
own miferies, (He retires to the back /cene.) 

‘ Adela. Sure you forget his father fell at Bamflete. Lo! how 
he’s rapt! 

* Oddune. Shame on me, I forgot it—True, moft true; ’twas 
there the mighty Haftings fell: 1 was not in the battle. I’m farry 
Aas at 


What fay you of to-morrow? fpeak out, I heard it 
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at my heart to have difturb’d him: I fee the filial feelings are alive, 
weak as his reafonis; go, go, and comfort him. 

* Adela. Oh! that I could—going, but flops frort.) (Bugle 
Sounds) 

© Oddune. Hark! whai is that ?, The warden on the tower gives 
the alarm! By all my hopes, lord Alric is arriv’d ! 

‘ Holt. Hah! Alric— 

* Adela. Peace! are you mad thus to betray yourfelf? 
‘ © Folt, Down, down, my heart!’ P. g. 


























POLITICAL 





A Letter to his Majefty’s Attorney General, foliciting Advice how to 
af with Safety under the Two New Bi'ls, called the Treafon and 
Sedition Bills. By One, of many aftonifted Royalifts. 8vo. Od. 
Southern. 1796. 

This author feems to have forgotten that the execution of thefe bills 
is in a great meafure taken out of the hands of the attorney general, 
and placed in thofe of the fecretaries of ftate; which, however, is 
not very material, as he foon lofes fight of the bills, and launches 
into various {chemes of public inftruétion, and hints that the being 

able to anfwer the queitions of a political catechifm, would be 

a better qualification to vote for members of parliament, than the 

prefent rights of houfe-keepers or free-holders.—What a reforming 

age we live in! 

Serious Reflefions: or, Wai is Peace. Being an Addrefs to the 
People of England ; wherein is endeavoured to be fet forth the Ne- 

cefity of a vigorous Profecution of the War. By a Briton. 8vo. 

6.2. Cheefewright . 3796, 


The greater part of this pam phlet is a declamation againft equa~ 
lity, —a fpeatre which the author has conjured up, to fhow how in- 
genioufly he can lay it. But we leok in vain for argument or con- 
nection in what he fays, unlefs the following may be thought of 
that defcription,—* that we fhould uniie at ence in a vigorous de» 
fence of the principles which guide. his majetiy’s minifters in this 
important conteft, and ftrike at ome S/ow the machinations of our 
public, and more particularly our inteftine foes.’ 


A Summary Defence of the Right Hon. Edmund Burke. In Two 
Letters. Letter 1. addreffed to the Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, in 
Refutation of all his Pofitions, Letter II. addreffed to the Hon. 
Somerfet Lowry Corry; including Strifures upon a lace virulent 
Pamphlet, written by Mr. William Miles. By Thomas Town/- 
heud, Efq. of the Hon. Society of Gray’s Ina. 8vo. 35. R. Whites 
1796. 

It is to be lamented that this writer did not read his title-page 
with fufficient attention. We expected from it a fummary defence, 
inftead 
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inftead of which we find a lone- winded declamation. As a fpeci+ 
men of the work, we fhall give a paffage, following the place in 
which he accufes one of his antagonifts of a tumid rant— 


¢ Liberty—the mellowed, cultivated, manly liberty of his coun- 
try—has ever been-the proud theme of his talents. The {pears of 
our iron barons of old, like the rod of the Jewifhtegiflator, opened 
in the vaft deferts of ignorance and flavery, the facred fountain of 
liberty; and from that, our Englith fpring, have meandered in dee 
vious ftreams throughout the difturbed furface of defcending ages, 
thofe irriguous rivulets, which, coalefcing in their force, have fome- 
times burft in cataracts, and fometimes glided clear, tranquil, and 
majeftic, purifying the atmofphere by their fmooth currency, and 
fertilifing the foil by gentle overflowings.—The lips of the thirfty 
multitude have drank this limpid boon of nature, —not to glut, but 
to refref themfelves. No bloated, anafarcous, dropfical liberty 
arofe from their temperate and wholefome meafures. Percolating 
through all the vaft intervening {trata of clays, but rendered faecue 
lent from the many noxious particles which it imbibed in its pro- 
grefs—it trickled through all the vaft impediments which tempo- 
rarily checked its courfe, and ftole in concealed ftreams, fathoms 
deep, to blefs the foil of France, in happier days.—Time, defe- 
cating Time, might, as it fpontaneoufly approached the furface, 
have purified and rendered it fanient; but the mad-brained meta- 
phyfical delvers, who dug the hell-deep grave of royalty, opened 
the noxious turbid puddle, which burft upon them into day, worfe 
than Circe’s cup, converting thofe who tafted of it into worfe than 
{wine.’ P. 9. 


In another place we are told, that— 


‘ Every malcontent in England, no matter what the complexion 
of his vizard may be, has ah intereft, a wicked advantage in the 
depreciation of his opinions. The rays of his mind, pafling through 
the denfe brains of his oppofers, muft naturally have been infracted 
out of their proper direction; with fome it has been the cafe; others 
have wilfully mifinterpreted him, and triumphed in the vicioufnefs 
of their comments: many more have endeavoured to render an ab- 
horrence to irreligion, to plunder, murder, and infatiate belluine 
havoc, convertible into an hoftility to civil freedom. In fhort, 
the moft untiring toil has been induftrioufly working, in all cone 
ceivable varieties of mifcellaneous perfecution: the finks of flander 
have been raked by night-men in political filth; and all that the 
moft malignant bufy-tongued calumny—all that the moft animated 
malevolence could fet in motion, have been impelled againft his 
private peace and his public reputation,’ p. 22. 


Mr. Burke’s effufions are called the ‘ broad glare of mental efful- 
gence,’—Mr. Wakefield’s, *a crepufculous, little page.’ * The 
&xiftence 
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exiftence of the deity’ is faid to have been ‘ hung upon the votes of 
a band of murderers.’ In one page we have this fentence— 


* In a period like this, when a {weeping pettilence deftroyed our 
armies in the Weft Indies, and tre. fon and infurreétion crefcive, 
very crefcive in its faculty, ftalked barefaced at home, when a 
{carcity aggravated the fufferings and difturbed the minds of the 
lower ranks of the people.’ Pp. 38. 


In the next page— 


* Great Britain wears the bluth of happinefs diffufive and gene- 
ral, and tinged only with the fmall and tranfitory blemifh of fcar- 
city, which no human wifdom could avert.’ Pp. 39. 


Mr. Townfhend wifhes to difplay fome learning by fcraps of 
Latin end Greek, and talks of a * mind which had fideliter learn- 
ed the ingenuas artes.? He confiders Mr. Burke as ‘ one of the 
moft confiftent characters of the prefent times.’ But we have not 
patience enough for farther extracts of this contemptible trafh, 
which we fhould not have dwelt fo long upon, if the rumour had 
not reached us, that the grofinefs of the flattery, and the bombaft 
in every page, were equa!! acceptable to the character whofe de- 


fence has been -9 injudicioufly undertaken. a 


4 Supplement ww fone Remarks on she apparent Circumftances of the 
War, inthe Fourth Week of October, 17953; or, Reflexions on 
the ely Means of terminating the War. 8vo. 15. 6d. Stock- 
dale. 1796. 


his author being of opinion that the writer of the Remarks, 
&c. did not give full feope to his thoughts, has been induced to 
publifh fuch ideas as he thought proper to caft.a veil oer,—and to 
elucidate thofe he has merely hinted: of courfe, the object of ‘this 
pamphlet is to begin where he left off; and the author dec!ares him- 
felf to be a Frenchman. We apprehend he is a refugee, attached 
ftill to the old government of France; for he declares that fuch is 
the only government that can ever be reftored to France, or with 
which it would be fafe to make peace. Does he recollect how /afe 
we were when we made peace with that government? Has he never 
read enough to know that fincerity was not the bafis of our fre- 
quent pacific negotiations? and if not, where was the blame? did 
it reft with Franc e or England? Let him confider the dilemma inta 
which every man is brought who labours to eftablifh the morality 
and honefy of the old government of France in affairs of treaty. 
We know not much of the fincerity of the prefent government of 
France, becaufe it has not been tried; but we do know fomething 
of the kingly government of France: andif this author bea ftranger 
to it {as we fufpedt he is, cr affects to be), let him ftudy the hif- 
tory of the American war. 


A Pre- 
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A Propofal for a perpetual Equalization of the Pay of the La» 
bcuring Poor. 4fo. 1s, Beckett. 1796. 


' What would the author and many of his readers think of a pro- 
pofal from a poor man for a perpetual equalization of the rents of 
the indolent rich? It would be thought at once abfurd :—and no 
lefs abfurd is a plan for equalizing the labourer’s wages. This 
plan, however, does not labour under fo many difadvantages as 
moft of the fame kind; and the author is entitled to fome praife for 
the tables which he has been at the trouble of making, though 
they are not likely ever to be ufed. He propofes that a gratuity 
fhould be given to the labourer in addition to his wages, according 
to the price of corn; and he has calculated that gratuity for every 
price of corn from 6s, 6d. to 12s, the Winchefter buthel. Perhaps 
fee tiing might be ufefully done by the legiflature on this fubjeét : 
but there are many difficulties attending it, A good labourer will 
have better wages than a bad one; a: nd if the minimum of a la- 
bourer’s pay were eftablifhed, we have our doubts whether their 
fituation would be benefited: at prefent the farmers know, that, if 
they do not keep the poor by wages, they muft by parifh rates ; 
and that an induftrious family is always the worfe for an applica- 
tion to the parifh for relief. 


Hints addrefjzd to the Ele&ois of Great Britaia, preparatory to the 
next Diffilution of Parliament. By Charles Faulkeners 8vo. 
1s. 6d. Robinfon. 1796. T 


After ftating, in general terms, the importance of thofe privi- 
leges to be exerted by the people, Mr. Faulkener enters upon a 
review of Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration from the firft opening of the 
French revolution. In the courfe of this he pays Mr. Pitt the 
compliment to fuppofe that his interference at an early period of 
the revolution would have prevented that conibination of the 
powers of Europe which invigorated the democratic party in 
France, and overturned the throne and limited monarchy; and 
this point he argues with much candour, and in a manner that ren- 
ders his conjeétures highly probable. He contends, as many 
others have done, that the war might have been avoided,—that, 
when entered upon, it had no objeét,—and that there was no con- 
cert of principle either among our minifters or among the allies. 


¢ Men who aé upon one motive and profefs another, are conti- 
nually in danger of falling into a conduct confufed and contradic- 


tory. Thus the conftitution of 1789 is vilified by lord Auck- 


land, in January—is acceded to by us and our allies in our nego- 
tiation with Dumourier, in Aprii-—is, in four days afterwards, ree 
jected and difavowed—is, in Auguft, accepted by lord Hood—is 
declined (becaufe not diftinétly fanétioned) by a formal declara- 
tion, in October— Valenciennes is taken poffeilion of by the duke 


of 
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of York, in the name of the emperor—Toulon, for the ufe of 
Louis X VI[—and the French Iflands in the Weft Indies are feized 
upon for ourfelves. Even if we confent to interpret the real mo- 
tives of minifters by their public profeffions, and not by their ac- 
tions, their fpeeches and their pretexts have not been decently con- 
fiftent and diftinét—W henever their meaning could be extricated 
from the profufion of general terms in which it was always in- 
volved, their objeéts were originally declared to be, the Scheldt, 
the Low Countries, the decree of November, the humiliation of the 
ambition of France, our own defence, &c. &c. But the object of 
the war afterwards became the deftruétion of the Jacobin govern- 

ment in peace. It was next the caufe of monarchy; then “ to 
obtain compenfation and fecurity ;” then fecurity only ; now_to 

obtain fuch terms as juftice to ourfelves and to our allies requires : 

and, ta crown our inconfiftencies and contradictions, after originally 

refufing to treat with the executive government of France, becaufe 

it was republican, we are now, it feems, ready to negotiate, though 

it is {till republican, and though fome of its prefent rulers were ac- 

tually concerned in the murder of the king, and engaged in the 
moft atrocious aéts of the revolution. 

‘ This laft confideration is not urged as a proof of want of 
wifdom in Mr. Pitt, for it is the only fymptom of prudence that 
he has yet fhewn ; but it is mentioned to exhibit the inconfiftency 
of his fyftem of politics, or rather to demonftrate, that he is merely 
a minifter of exifting circumftances, and has never aéted openly 
upon. any one regular fyitem that can be named.’ Pp. 28. 


He afterwards difcuffes Mr. Pitt’s charaéter and condu& as a 
financier, and a war minifter, and offers many objections to him in 
both relations ; but with what conviction this has been urged, the 
electors of Great Britain have by this time deterinined. This 
pamphlet, however, both in ityle and argument, i, of the fup. ‘or 
clats. 

The Conftitution Safe without Reform: containing Jome Remarks on 
@ Book entitled the Commonwealth in Danger, by Fohn Cart- 
evright, Ef. By the Autior of the Example of France a Warn- 
ing to Britain, 8vo. is. 6¢. Richardfon. 1795. 

Mr. Cartwright attacked Mr. Young with much afperity for his 
{uppofed apoftaly, and the warmth with which he endeavoured to 
difleminate his newly-adopted tenets. Mr. Young, in this pame 
phlet, anfwers Mr. Cartwright’s objections, and endeavours to vin- 
dicate his character on the ground of confiftency,—with what effec, 

we fhall leave to the determination of our readers. The contro- 
verfy has taken a perfonal turn; and there we leave it. With 
reloed to political fentiments, Mr. Young is of opinion that ‘ fuch 
numbers of men have affociated, or continue to aflociate, with views 
fo dangerous in his eftimation, and we have been deluged with 
publications, 
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publications, fo thoroughly in the revolutionary fpirit, that he feels 
all reform on fuch principles, all tampering with, or altering our 
conftitution, to be in fuch perilous times the very height of infa- 
nity.” But, granting that there are men who affociate to reform 
upon dangerous principles,—why fhould it be infanity to reform 
upon fafe principles?» Becaufe guacks abound, are the regulars to 
give up practice? - This wretched fophiftry, we know, is the cry 
of the day with the party Mr.’ Young is conneéted with. They 
allow that abufes exift, but the ¢ime is improper to redrefs them. 
We will confent to be numbered among the infarfe, and confined 
among them too, if Mr. Young will point out one fubftantial re- 
form propofed by minifters, without being compelled by the voice 
of the people. Without that, we are perfuaded they will never find 
a time: and without that, they will never be driven from believing in 
fo grofs an abfurdity as that, when all men are convinced of 
abufes, and a great proportion are clamorous againft them, the 
conftitution may be fafe without reform. 


A congratulatory, political, admonitory Epiftle to the Prince of 
Wales, on his intended Marriage. By Pubijcola Verax, @ Stu- 
dent of the Inner Temple. 8vo. is. Parfons. 1795. 


The following may ferve as a fpecimen of the congratulatory 
part of this epiftle— 


¢ Your nuptials will not, can not witnefs the purity, the extacy 
of love. Youcan not lovethe woman you are to marry, you muft 
marry the woman you are to love. I impute not this either to 
you or her as a fault, it is one of the many inconveniences and 
hardfhips entailed on your fituations. You muf tafte that dister 
cup of which your royal father drank deep before you, and may the 
event contribute, if poflibie, more to your private happinefs than 
it has to his. But let us quit this hateful ground, which nothing 
but my own juftification fhould have induced me to approach. 
Your marriage then is worldly, it is political—and upon this I juf- 
tify the introduction of the monffer.’ P. 5. 


As to the admonitory part, the advice is good, but (whether by 
defign or blunder, we know not) does not in any refpect concern 
the prince during his father’s life-time. When he afcends the 
throne, there may be fome propriety in dire&ting what his conduct 
fhould be to his /ubjefs. 


Fallacy expofed: being a Dete&ion of fome of the Deluftons that 
have been lately induftrioufly circulated through the Nation. To 
which i; added, a Selection of fome of the Beauties. of: the Mani- 
Sefto of the Whig Club; with Notes. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Owen. 1796, 


The intention of this pamphlet is to perfuade the people that they 
are not good judges of political affairs, and therefore dhould be con- 
tent 
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tent with the decrees of the legiflature,—that the treafon and fedi- 
tion bills are no infringement on the liberty of the fubject,—and 
that all plans of parliamentary reformation are improper and unne- 
ceffary. In difcuffing theie fubjeéts, however, the author unfor- 
tunately makes conceilions fufficient to convince any man of the 
neceility of reformation, and that of a very ferious kind. It is but 
juftice to add, that, excepting his reprefenting the members of the 
whig club as a mifchievous faction, he writes more re{pectfully 
than moft of thofe who defend the meafures of. adminiftration, and 
difcovers confiderable ability. 


Confideration$ on the new Reftridtions which are propofed on the 
Privilege of Franking. 8vo. 6d. Debrett. #795. 


This, author confiders the reftrictions upon franking (which, by 
the bye, have taken place fince the date of his pamphlet) as affect- 
ing the fabric of our conftitution, and that the unlimited privilege 
of franking kept up the refpeét and influence of the Britith parlia- 
ment in the minds of the great body of the nation. It is no bad 
anfwer, however, to this argument, merely to ftate that the mem- 
bers of the houfe of commons, who cannot be fuppofed inattentive 
where perfonal influence is concerned, thought it better to reftrict 
or abandon this privilege altogether, than to bear with the imputa- 
tion of having among their number men who were capable of 
abufing it in the moft grofs and fhameful manner. 


A propofal is here made to lay an additional ftamp duty on al! 
. P t - . “e . ” ~ 
bills of exchange and bank notes, equivalent to, and in licu of the 
Oo » 
poftage they are fubject to. Some objections have occurred, as 
liable to be made, and are fairly ftated by our author: but we do 
> « « es 

not think he has repelled them with fufficient force. 


w-O VEL & 


Anbrofe and Eleanor; or, the Adventures of Two Children deferted 

on an uninhabited Ifand, Tranflated from the French. With 
Jilterations, adapting it to the Perufal of Youth, for whofe Amufe- 
ment and Infruétion it is defgued. By the Author of the Ad= 
wentures of the Six Princeffes of Badylou; Fuvenile Magazine ; 
Vifit for a Week, ce. 12m0. 3s. Hookham azd Carpenter. 


1796. 

The Advertifement ftates, that ‘the deftgn of the editor in the 
prefent free and abridged tranilation of Fanfan and Lolotte, was to 
form a work exprefsly for the perufal of youth: the native feelings 
of the heart unadulterated by vice, the docility and induftry of 
two children abandoned to themfelves at an early age, the leffons 
of a watchful and enlightened preceptor, appeared to her fubjects 
proper to excite the emulation, and intereft the attention of youth.’ 
The end which the editor propofed to herfelf by this tranflation 

may 
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may perhaps in fome degree be obtained ; but the ftory is a moft 
improbable fiction ; the incidents are by no means new, and the 
concluding events fhow little ingenuity, and lefs judgment. Some 
of the fcenes however are: well arranged, and the deicriptive parts 
are animated and impreffive. 


Adela Northington, a Novel. 3 Pols. 12m0. 105. 6d. Sewed. 
Cawthorne. 1796. . 


Credit is due to the writer of this work for good intention :— 
but a ftvle fo carelefs and incorreé, incidents fo unconnected, and 
characters fo heterogeneous, we have feldom feen. In the events 
towards the cataftrophe, which are equally improbable and imprac- 
ticabie, the author evidently defigns to furprife the reader, and is 
not unfuccefsful. No fufficient motives are afligned for the vio- 
fent meafures purfued by the perfonages fo unexpectedly intro- 
duced : the whole tranfaétion is not merely a violation of all the 
taws of probability, and fuch as could not have taken place in this 
country, but has no connecting link to unite it with the preceding 
circumftances of the ftory. It is not enough for a novelift to heap 
together a mafs of furprifing adventures and uncommon charaéters, 
without attending to the unities of time, perfon, place and circum- 
itance. 

To improve or to pleafe readers of any tafte, the ftory fhould be 
formed on fome confiftent plan, having in view a certain end: the 
incidents, *however unufual, fhould rife in a regular gradation, 
without any force or diftortion, out of each other, all tending to 
the propofed end :—in the characters, though neither vulgar nor 
commen, a certain confiftency fhould be preferved, proving that 
the writer has paid fome attention to the ftudy of the human heart. 
We feel difgufted and fhocked when we find jarring qualities 
united in the fame perfons, as in fir William Urfal, Mrs. Rhod et, 
and fome others, in the work before us, in order to bring about 
a purpofe for which the author has not fufficient ingenuity to affign 
an adequate caufe,—fuddenly ftarting, like a lawle(s planet from iis 
orbit, into wanderings and eccentricities, not more unnatural than 
abfurd. 

We would advife the writer of Adela Northington, before fle 
ventures again to take up the pen, to look attentively around ber, 
and into her own heart,—to digeft her plan with more care, and 
execute it with greater accuracy. 


Angelo, a Novel, founded ou melancholy Fads, Written by Edward 
Henry Iliff, (late of the Theatre Roval, Hay-market.) 2 Vols. 
t2mo, $s. Sewed. Allen and Welt. 1796. 


For the morality of this novel we cannot fav much. Angelo, 
— been generoully affifted in his diftrefs by Julia Fortefcue, 
rries her ;—--but as flie objects to his unbounded liberality, or 

5 rather 
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tather prodigality, fo he ftigmatifes her prudence by the name of 
avarice, and is foon difgufted with matrimony. He falls in love 
immediately with Mifs Clara St. Aur, who is evidently not a prude 
any more than her mother the widow St. Aur,—for this good ma- 
tron has (as well as her daughter) a tender paffion for the captivat- 


ing Angelo. Between the mother and him the following dialogue 
en{ues on this fubjeet— 


“ Exercife your bounty then, and find a fofter indulgence— 
Your atteétion—Your love, or——” 


‘ Mrs. St. Aur confider. 

“* Ido: that a daughter has a prior claim: but love knows not 
the ties of confanguinity-———the daughter wou’d fupplant the pa- 
rent, or the father the child—’Tis an irrefiftible torrent that {weeps 
away every oppofing obitacle—I do not blame Clara—She has 
éyes—She faw you, and lov'd—We are rival queens contending 
for a crown, and as relatives were oft oppos’d in bloody ftrife to 
gain a golden bauble, where's the furprife if a mother, and a 
daughter fhou'd contend for an invaluable man ?—There can be no 
delicacy to be obferv’d, becaufe you're married.” Vol. ii. P. 38s 

There is a character introduced, moft extraordinarily facetious ; 
—for upon vifiting his friend in Newgate, who ¢ is pinioned to the 
wall by means of an iron collar,’ for having attempted to efcape, 
this lively gentleman, whofe name is Fenton, thus addreiles him,— 
* Now let what will be trumps, I cza’t help laughing at the conceit 
of your necklace.’ 

The ftyle is upon the whole light and eafy, though rather too 
much interlarded with words not in common ufe. ‘There are 
fome philofophical obfervations in this work that do the author 
credit :—with one of them we fliail conclude thefe remarks— 





¢ Oh avarice—fatal thirft, when fhall we difcover the antidote 
to thy venom ?—Pfhaw, the evil is factitions—not inevitable. 
There is enough in the world for us all. Curfe the enormous, and 
infatiable appetite that bares the earth for an individual’s enjoy- 
ment,—whilit millions look at the lordly {poiler, and ftarve. Vol. 
ii, P. 17. 
L A W. 


A Selefion of Rules occurring in the Profeeution and Defence of 
Perfonal ABions in the Court of King’s Bench; with Notes on 
each Rule, illuftrative of the Praéice of the Court. By Wiliam 
Hands, one of the Attornies of the Court. 8vo. 35: Brooke. 
1795 
The compiler of thefe rules very properly recommends them to 

the attention of the junior part of his branch of the profeflion, too 

many of whom, in thefe days of idlenefs and diflipation, are grofsly 
ignorant in material points of practice. This ignorance is often 

' productive of ferious injury to the client, or at belt throw’s.a conti- 

» 3 derable 
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erable portion of legal bufinefs into the hands of thofe gairking 
attorney barrifters, whofe claims to notice and patronage are nei- 
ther founded on the methodical merit of the {pecial pleader, nor on 
thé liberal accomplifhments of the fcholar and the gentleman. 


An Abftra& of, and Obfervations on, the Statutes impofing Duty on 
Adminifirations, Probates of Witls, Property difpofed of by Will, 
and diftributable by the Statute of Diftributions : elucidating and 
rendering the fame as clear and comprehenfive as poffible to every 
Clafs of Readers, and defcribing the Particulars now to be paid 
in Confequence thereof, By Peter Lovelafs, of the Inner Temple, 
Conveyancer. 8vo. 15s.6d. Longman. 1796. 


This abftra& fo far effentially correfponds with the title-page, 
that it contains what men of bufinefs would wifh to find without 
the labour of more extenfive refearch,—and will prove a ufeful 
comp »endium of information to thofe who may be interefted in le- 
gacies arid annuities. 


POETICA LIL 


Bewfey, a Poem. 410. 3s. Johnfon. 1794. 

This little defcriptive poem is written to celebrate the anciéat 
manfion of Bew/ey, near Warrington in Lancafhire, for fome time 
paft the feat of the Gwy//ym family, and formerly of the Botelers or 
Butlers, feveral of whom, a note informs us, were fummoned 
from thence to parliament in the reigns of Edward I, and Ed« 
ward II. The country about Bewfey is favourable to the defcrip- 
tive Mufe; nor are the anecdotes of the houfe wanting in a tale of 
terror to enhance the intereft of the poem. Sir John Butler, in the 
reign of Henry VII. having been murdered there in his bed, by 
fome of his fervants, at the ‘inftigation of his brother-in-law,—a 
faithful negro, as the ftory goes, was flain in defending him, and @ 
fervant maid bore away the heir in her apron. The poem is 
written in blank verfe,—in that kind of ftyle which is formed by 
reading Thomfon and fimilar authors, —and does no difcredit to a 
young poet, as we prefume the author is. One miftake which hé 
has made, we fhall however mention. He characterifes the Coria- 
thian order by the epithet of do/¢d— 

* As yet the do/d Corinthian had not learnt.’ 


Surely he has not read Mr. Burke. 


Trifles in Verfe. By Fohn Fohnfon, A.M. formerly of Oriel Cola 
lege, Oxford. 8vo: 25. Rivingtons. 1796; 

Trifles ought at leaft to be elegant trifle. The pebble that is 
polifthed with care may almoft rival the gem; but we do not fee in 
thefe little produétions the marks of that tafte and attention which 
tight fecure them a fimilar fate. We would particularly hint that 
if a man chufes to fell a known ftory, he ought to tell it well. The 

Cait. Rev. Vou. XVI. July, 1796. Bb dialogué 
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dialogue of Menippus and Jupiter is degraded from Addifon’s ele. 
gant profe into very paltry verfe. The beft piece in this little vo 
Jume is on the charms of Home: but as it is alfo the longeft, we 
fhall give, asa {pecimen, the author’s tranflation of the well-known 
lines of Tibullus— ‘ 
¢ Quam juvat immites ventos audire cubantem, 
Et dominam tenero continuiffe finu ! 
Aut, gelidas hybernus aquas cum fuderit Aufter, 
Securum fomnos, imbre juvante, fequi! 


IMITATED, 
* How fweet ! when whizzing winds tempeftuous blow, 
And ryghlefs gales with {welling thunder roar, 
How fweet ! in beds of down to neftle low, 
And clofer prefs the bofom we adore ! 
* How fweet! when all around the dark’ning cloud, 
Spreads the deep deluge o’er the flooded plain, 
How fweet! juft waken’ vd by the torrent loud, 
To fink, well fhelter’d, to ‘repofe again!’ Pp. $1» 


Verfions of two or three favourite fongs are likewife given in 
Latin. 
Simkin redivivus to Simon: a Satirical and Poetical Epiffle, de- 


Seribing Ea 971 snd Burke’s Letter to a Nodle Lord in Defence of 
fe vo. Is, Walker. 1796. 


A few pafiages in Burke's pamphlet put into Simkin’s meature, 
which may very well amufe an idle half hour. 


FAST SERMONS, 


Hhat is required of us, ix our National Capacity, in order to fecure 
ourfelves againft the Attacks and Devices of Satan, confidered in 

a Sermon preached at Yeovil, Sonerfet, on Wednesday the oth of 

March, +799, being the Day appoin ted for a General Faft. By 

Georve Beave . D. ReGor of Trent, in the County of Somerfet, 

and IV ef Stafford, cum Frome Biilet, ia the County of Dor/et. 

fo, ‘ts. RB ivingtons. 1796. 

The firft paragraph is a wild rhapfody about the devil,—the fe- 
cond. reprefents him in the act of conveying ¢ the dzemon of fury 
and difcord,”’ as Don Cleofas was wafted by the devil upon two 
{ticks from France into Eneland. ‘The w hole is a ftrange mixture 
of Chriiiian morality and modern polities, and we are exhorted by 
a uew mode of advice, 


* Never to lofe fight of the great end of our calli ing—the com- 
mon falvazion—-in which we are, all of-us, fo nearly and equaily 
concerned and which we cam no otherwife promote, than by ap- 

proving 
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oving ourfelves zealous champions, both in word and deed, of 
Chrift’s church, militant throughout the earth—and by protecting 
the laws, liberties, and juft authority of (what muft ftand or fall 
with it) the particular ftate to which.we belong.’ P. 17. 


How ftrangely miftaken muft the early Chriftians have been, 
who fubmitted to martyrdom for the fake of the common fal- 
vation, rather than injure it, as they thought, by obeying the laws 
of the ftate ! 


A Sermon preached on Wednefday, March 9, 1796, being the Day 
appointed for a General Faf. By an Herefordfhire Curate. 8v0. 
6d. Martin and Bain. 1796. 


Reflections on war fuited to the day, not likely to make a great 
impreflion on profefling Chrittians ; for if they did, no one would 
pretend to declare himfelf the advocate for any war in which this 
nation has been engaged during the lait century. 


Religious Execrations: a Lent Sermon. . By an Orthodox Brith 
Protefant. 8vo. 1s. Johnfon, 1796. 


An orthodox Britifh proteftant ! What does the author mean by 
orthodoxy, when he wifhes to draw the veil of oblivion over the 
Athanafian creed, and talks of ¢ the incomprehenfible jargon of its 
doétrinal parts,’ and the good fenfe of thofe minifters who lay it toe 
tally afide ? There is, however, much good fenfe in his remarks on 
religious execrations,—on the impropriety of ufing them,—on the 
characters of thofe who ufed them under the old difpenfation ;— 
and we may add too, that a great deal of ferioufnefs, benevolence, 
and piety is apparent in this little work ; but the title of orthodox 
we muft deny to its author. 


A Faft-Sermon, preached at Margarct’s Chapel, at St. $ames’s 
Church, and St. Michael's, Bath, in the Years 1794 and 1795. 
By William Robert Wake, Vicar of Backwell, Curate of St. 
Michael's, and Chaplain to the Earl of Briftol., 4to. 15, Dilly. 
1796. 


From one fentence we may judge this difcourfe,—‘ The throne 
and the altar will ftand or fall together.’ This fentence is not true ; 
for the chriftian religion arofe independently of thrones, and will 
flourifh though all the thrones on tlre earth fhould be crumbled into 
duft. The chriitian religion did not fall in America, becaufe its 
inhabitanfs did not choofe to be governed by a king; and does the 
preacher mean to tell us that there is no chriftianity in Switzer- 
land, Geneva, Venice, Genoa, and many other republics? Lefs 
of politics, and more of the f{pirit of the gofpel, would have made 
this difcourfe acceptable to thofe who call on God, not by his title 
in the old difpenfation, the ‘ God of battles,’ but by his name in the 
new covenant, the * God of love.’ 


Bb2 Self- 
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Self-Corredion a Duty we owe to our Country in Times of Public Cae 
lamity: .a Sermon, preached on the Faff Day, March oth, 1796, 
at King-Street Chapel, St. Fames’s. By the Rev. William Hol- 
combe, M,. A. Canon Refidentiary of St. David's, and late Fel- 
low of Chrift’s College, Cambridge. 4to. 15, B. and J. White. 
1796. 


A faft day is a day of humiliation. We fhould be exhorted to 
correct ourfelves,—not to be over-anxious to find fault ‘with our 
neighbours ; and it little fuited the folemnity of the day to make it 
a vehicle of abufe on Dr, Prieftley,—or the printing of a common- 

lace fermon, an occafion for inierting fo contemptible a fpecimen 
of compolition as the following note— 


¢ Mr. Thomas Paine muit pardon me, if I can find no rank for 
him in this lift. With whatever airs of felf-complacency, that gentle- 
man may choofe to review his own produétions, he can never rife 
higher in my eftimation, than a mere fcavenger of infidelity ; who 
has with a fufficient perverfenefs of indutftry, raked all the foul ken- 
nels, for every miferable offal of fcepticifm, to putrify in the abo- 
sinable compoft of corr with which he has loaded the noc- 
turnal car of his own vulgar blafphemy.’ Pp. 19. 


RELIGIOUS 


Benevolence exclufively an Evangelical Virtue. A Sermon, preached 
before the Governors of Addenbroke’s Hofpital, at St. Mary’s 
Church, in the Univerfity of Cambridge, on Thurfday Fuly 2, 
1795. By Thomas Renngll, D. D. late Fellow of King’s College, 
4to. 1s. Payne. 1795. 


Our preacher takes his text from John xiii. 34, ‘ A new: com- 
mandmeant give I unto you, that ye love one another,’ and afferts 
from this, that benevolence, as taugh it in the gofpel, is a new com- 
mandment, The general pofition is ; undoubtedly true; but, as re- 
ftriéted by this writer, and deduced from his text, as palpably un- 
authorifed and inconfequent. ‘To prove this ftatement, nothing is 
neceflary to the plaineft capacity, but a fimple exhibition of the 
¢ontext: and without the conne¢tion of a paffage, it is puerility and 
rafhnefs for the moft part to raife conclufions of a general and ex- 
tended application. * A new commandment give I unto you, that 
ye love one another, a: I have loved you, that ye alfo love one ano- 
ther.’ Is it not luminous, as if written with a fun- beam, that the 
¢haratteriftic of evangelical benevolence, as laid down by our Lord 
himfelf, is not mutual Jove in general, but that fublimation of it, 
than which no one can have greater, and which was exemplified 
by our Lord himfelf, namely, that a man fhould be ready, asa 
¢hriftian, ‘ even to lay his life down for his friends ?’ 

After this fpecimen of {criptural i interpretation, what intereft can 
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we find in the deduétions of a writer, however learned, from fuch 
miftaken premifes? If any man can affert, that exalted principles 
of mutual love are pot difcoverable, both in the hiftorical and pro- 
phetic divifions of the Old Teftament, and in the philofophical 
writings of Greece and Rome (which feems the decided opinion 
of our preacher), we can attribute fuch fingularity, not to wil- 
ful mifreprefentation, which we cannot for a moment fufpeét in 
the prefent writer, but to a ftrange difpofition, originating in an 
abfurd theology, to facrifice Judaifm and gentile philofophy on the 
altar of chriftian faith,—or, in other words, to exalt Jefus Chrift, te 
the difparagement ‘of the Jehovah of Ifrael, and the univerfal pa- 
rent of the human race. 

That noble doétrines of general and individual benevolence are 
taught in the monuments of heathen philofophy, it is not poffible 
for : any fcholar to deny; and, if the foundnefs and validity of prin- 
ciples aré to be judged by the praéices of their profeffors, we know 
not what muft become of regular and chriftian governments (as 
the votaries of the gofpel), amidft their aétivity in fcenes of flaughe 
ter and devaftation, unexampled in the annals of the human race. 

Another object of the preacher, conneéted with his primary po- 
fition, is the natural hoftility of man to man, and their inherent 
incapacity of improvement by the operations of folitary reafon. 
Thefe opinions appear to us little better than a libel on the Crea- 
tor of fuch an untoward piece of workmanfhip as man; and are 
a part of that foolifh fyftem of religion, which, by attributing to 
chriftianity more than is warranted by the chriftian fcriptures them- 
felves, has a powerful tendency to bring all revelation into dif- 
credit ; and has in fact operated effectually to this purpofe. 

A note at page 17, as another fpecimen of our preacher’s rea~ 
foning powers, we fhall quote— 


© Ariftotle juftly enough confidess a ftate of nature’ prior to the 
fanétion of laws, and the reftri¢tion of focial fubordination, to be a 
ftate of the utmoft depravation, and therefore aflerts, wrmee yag 
TerewSev, Beatiorov Tay Cwwv avSpwmros erty’ oT xa xwpioSev vomov 
wat dinns, XELPLTTOV TavTwy. —io avoriwratov xat ATPIQTATON 
avEev a: orap—~kie then fhrewdly adds, “H AE AIKAIOZTNH 
TIOAITIKON. Polit. 1. 1.’ 


Now we afk, if mankind can be fuppofed, except in peculiar 
circumftances, thus without law and juftice, what is become of the 
natural confcience, and she law written on the heart, recognifed by 
St. Paul, in Romans ii, 15? The preacher, therefore, is left to 
his dilemma, between the uazbenevolent heathen of Stagira, and the 
regenerate citizen of Tarfus, 

As a further demonftration of the extraordinary perverfity of 
judgment, approximating in its appearance to a derangement of in- 
elleCtual perception, we fhall quote a further remark in a note at 
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page 21, where the predicate of the fentence is Plato, from whom 
a paflage was previoufly exhibited— 


And yet he had never feen the democracy of France; his ideas 
were fusoette d by the petty saletiitions at Athens, Arsos, Corcyra, 
&c. Had he witneftd what God has called upon this age to witnefs, 
could he have feen a nation of twenty-five millions of people, (to 
ufe their own expreffion,)- for five’ years uninterruptedly bathing in 
blood, how wou!d eloquence like his have expired his gratitude to 
that aya ornament and se of this univerfity by whofe large 
views, fazacious forefight, and unth: onftancy, thefe icenes 
of horror, Hartisles and devaftati lave, adie Providence, been 
averted from this country, and, perhaps, from every mation in 
Europe not yet reache 

Now quere, wheth: yf thinking men are not by 
this time convinced that the perf fon here alluded to is the oe ary 
caufe, from interference in oppofition to all policy and religio , of 
thofe very horrors fo pathetically depldred,—and w eth rer, in the eye 
of difpaffionate reafon, the conduct which he has purfved, has not 
the se" direct tendency to produce the fame enormities in our own 
country ? 

We have been led into this freedom of remark from a fincere 
efteem for the apparent integrity and undoubted learning of Dr. 
Rennell, and from an ardent wifh that fo excellent a man may be 
Jed to review, with diip: Sonate attention, the theolo gical and poli- 
tical fyftem of ‘his m other Eunice, and his grandmother Lets.’ 

The {tvle of our author, too, has a deoree of pedantic ftiffnefs 
and boifterous fhow of energy, which arifes, perhaps, from want 
of fufficient practice, the a parent of facility in compofition, 
when native tafte is not wanting: for fuch defect feems to be in na 
wife chargeable on the writer before us. We would alfo hint the 
palpable immorality of fuch coarfe invective on the French fyftem 
of government, from one, who, in all probability, has never been 
at the trouble of acquainting himfelf with the fu byegt of his cen- 
fure. How can fuch people find fault with the precipitate rejec- 


tors of. Revelation ? 





Heu! heu! 


Quam temere in no{met legem fancimus iniquam ! 


The Duty of Frugality, and the Sin of Wafte confidered, with a 
View to recommend Chriftian Benevolence and Good Works. By 


Bafil Weodd, M. A., Minifter of Bentinck Chapel, Se. « *¢, 
12me. 4d. Rivingtons. 1795. 


Many ufeful obfervations on a fubjeé not fufficiently attended 
toi, the wealthy, and enforced with a degree of piety which does 
credit tothe author, But though they might produce a very good 
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-effeét from the pulpit, there was hardly fufficient merit in the com- 


pofition for committing them to the prefs. 


An Effay on Religious Fafting and Humiliation. By ohn Simpfon. 
8v0, 6d. Johnfon. 1795. 

This is an attempt to vindicate fafting on Chriftian principles ; 
but there feems to be too much reference made to the inftitutians 
of the old covenant. The queftion is,;—Did Chrift command it? 
If he did not, it cannot be confidered as a Chriftian duty : at the 
fame time, if it is productive of good either to individuals or to na- 
tions, the perions who faft are not to be held in contempt by 
Chriftians. 


A Difcourfe on the Importance of right Sentimnts in Religion, as to 
their Influence on the Moral Character of Mankind. By Benjamin 
Cracknell, A.M. 8vo. 8d. Dilly. 1796. 

This is one of thofe many pulpit difourfes that, inftead of being 
exclufively dedicated to the incuication of religious and moral duty, 
are made vehicles for the abufe or illiber?4 cenfure of thofe feéts 
and opinions which may be contrary to the faith or profeflions of 
the polemic preacher, Ina public point of view, the practice is 
much to the difgrace of thofe cospeL ministers who thus dif- 
ewn and counteract the rational and civilifing tpirit of toleration. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Triumph of Acquaintance over Friendhip; an Effay for the 
Times. By a Lady. 8v0, 25. Gds Cadell and Davies. 1796. 

The great encomiums paffed on friendfhip by ancient and mo- 
dern writers, and the mutual obligations by which fuch perfons as 
are partakers of it are fuppofed to be bound d, might probably: ‘admit 
of a ferious inveftigation. Our fair author choofes to treat the 
fubjeét humouroufly : and there are throughout this eflay, occa- 
fionally, fome neat ftrokes of fatire, though fome paflages are ob- 
fcure, and one or two inaccurate, 


The Youth's Mentor, by Precept and Example, in Profe and Verfe. 
Sve, 15. Parfons. 1795. 
The compiler of this well-intentioned publication thus addreffes 
his readers— 

The former edition of this little work, under the title of “ Helps 
for Short Memories,” being out of print, the editor has revifed and 
enlarged the prefent work, in hopes it may be found more ufeful, 
sor lefs deferving the approbation and acceptance of the candid 
reader in thefe times of {ceptical irreligion, of thoughtlefs levity 
and diflipation.—Any attempt to correct the tafte, to reform the 
manners, and improve the heart, is a fervice inter ie. to fuciery in 
general.’ P. 3. 


As 








360 Mortuary Cararocut: 


As a manual of moral and religious maxims, the Youth’s Mefitor 
will be found to anfwer the above defcription. 


Fwo betters addreffed to Sir William Dolben, on thé Subje of the 
Sunday Bill, uow pending in Parliament. 8v2, 15.6d. Bew. 
1795- 

Tn a clumfy but felf-fufficient ftrain of irony, the author of thefe 
letters attacks the eftablifhed religion of’ the country, and under 
the pretence of difcutling the * Sunday Bill,’ fneeringly glances at 
many ferious topics, which infinitely more wit and keennefs would 
not be able to render ridiculous. 

Opere felte dell’ Abate Pietro Metuftafio, Poeta Cefareo. Divife 
in Due VFolumi. Corredate del Ritratto,e d’un Elogio deil’ 
Autore. Scelte, rivedure, ed alla vera Lezione ridotte dal Dott. 
Antonio Montucci, Laureato nella Regia Univerfita di Sienna; 
Precettore ia Londra di Scienze, e Belle Lettere ; Autore dell’ 
dnftruttor Giocoudo, e del Dixionario portatile Italiano. 12mo, 
tos.6d. Boards. Villy. 1796. 


This edition of the works of Metaftafio has confiderable merit 
for the care and attention which have been beftowed upon it. 


Biographical Sketches of eminent Perfons, whofe Portraits form Part 
of the Duke of Dor/fet’s Collection at Knole; with a brief De- 
feription of the Place. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Boards. Stockdale. 1795. 


The vifitors of the manfion at Knole will find this an agreeable 
companion. The author is contented with fome flight fketches of 
each perfon’s hiitory, and the remarks occafionally interfperfed are 
thofe of a liberal and judicious mind. In the prefent days a cour- 
tier is not likely to make an application for a feat in parliament to 
a perfon capable of fending him a fimilar anfwer to that recorded 
of a countefs of Dorfet to fir James Williamfon, fecretary of ftate 


to Charles II. ; 

¢ I have been bullied by an ufurper—I have been neglected by 
a court—but I will not be diétated to by a fubjeét—your mar 
fhan’t ftand. | 


Anne, Dorfet, Pembroke and Montgomery.” 





